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League of Women Voters

How Local Government Works
Booklet Helpful to Area Residents

By JIM A. RICHSTAD
Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers
Editorial Writer
MACON County residents daily
feel the effects of county,
township and city government on

their activities. While perhaps
not as dramatic as the state and
national governmental activ-

The League outline includes
descriptions of the judicial sys-
tem: the circuit court, county
court and justice of the peace
courts.

The booklet next describes the
17 political townships: Austin,
Blue Mound, Decatur, Friends
Creek, Harristown, Hickory
Point. Illini Lone Creek Maroa

tricts, park districts, townships,
judicial districts and sanitary
distriets. The cumulative voting
system is also explained.

The final section of the book-
let briefly explains the political
party structure in Macon County.

This effort by the Decatur
League of Women Voters is a
noteworthvy contribution to the
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Editorial Writer .

MACON County residents daily
feel the effects of county,
township and city government on
their activities, While perhaps
not as dramatic as the state and
national governmental actiy-
Ity, local government deals wifh
problems of immediate concern.
Schools, police and fire protec-
tion, roads and parks, health and
welfare programs and many oth-
er day-to-day activities are large-
ly the responsibility of local gov-
ernment.

Since county residents are un-
der a combination of local gov-
ernments, the overall view of the
individual citizen may be con-
fused.

A comprehensive effort to set
local government in Macon Coun-
ty in better perspective has been
prepared by the Decatur League
of Women Voters, The group has
published a booklet which out-
lines the forms of county, town-
ship, city and village govern-
ment,

Local government is the grass
roots in the democratic process.

It is here that county residents

have the most impact
votes. W ;

When Macon County was
formed in 1829, it was governed
by a three-man county commis-
sioner’s court. The basic unit to-
day is the County Board of Su-
pervisors. The League of Women
Voters, quite logically, begins its
booklet by describing the Board’s
duties:

“The County Board of Super-
visors (and all county officials)
are an administrative arm for the
State of Illinois; that is, they
carry out state administrative
functions within the county. In
addition, the Board certifies the
tax levy for all county purposes
makes appropriations for all
county activities, cares for all
county-owned property, selects
grand jurors passes resolu-
tions and ordinances . . lays out
election precincts . . . appoints
some of the county administra-
tive officers.”

The Board of Supervisors con-
sists of one representative from
each of the 17 townships in the
county, with 15 assistant super-
visors from Decatur to balance
the city’s large population.

Although there are several
boards under the county hoard,
day-to-day county government is
handled under the direction of
elected officials such as the coun-
ty clerk, treasurer, recorder of
deeds, auditor and superintend-
ent of schools.

with their

The League outline includes
descriptions of the judicial Sys-
tem: the circuit court, county
court and justice of the peace
courts.

The booklet next describes the
17 political townships: Austin,
Blue Mound, Decatur, Friends
Creek,  Harristown, Hickory
Point, Illini, Long Creek, Maroa,
Milam, Mt. Zion, Niantie, Oak-
ley, Pleasant View, South Macon,
South Wheatland and Whitmore,

The basis of township govern-
ment is explained in the League’s
booklet: “The voters of the town-
ship meet once a year in the an-
nual town meeting as the legis-
lative body of the township. In
this meeting the voters can set
rules and regulations for the
township . . The legislative,
executive and judicial organiza-
tion is described.

The City of Decatur offers an-
other set of government officials
and functions. A city manager is
the administrative head, and an
elected mayor and six-member
City Council comprise the cor-
porate authority. Several partly
administrative boards and 12 ad-
visory boards and commissions
assist the city governors.

City Manager
The booklet describes the city

terms: “‘The city manager .. is
hired by the Council and is re-
sponsible to it. All city depart-
ments are under his immediate
jurisdiction; he is responsible for
aiding the Council in setting city
policies by submitting facts and
figures, conducting studies, mak-
ing recommendations, and form-
ulating the budget. He has the
power to appoint and dismiss all
department heads.” The eight
departments under the manager
include finance, city clerk, treas-
urer, purchasing agent, legal, po-
lice, fire, public works, water,
planning and development, and
health.

Decatur has one court within
the city limits, the police magis-
trate. :

Macon and Maroa are the only
other incorporated cities in the
county, both having an alder-
manic form of government. In-
corporated villages include Ar-
genta, Blue Mound, Forsyth, Mt.
Zion, Niantic, Oreana and War-
rensburg,

The League’s booklet also in-
cludes descriptions of the coun-
ty’s eight school districts, and
Decatur’s sanitary district and
park district.

An especially valuable section
deals with election districts, and
discusses such things as primary
and general elections, city. elec-
tions, and elections in school dis-

tricts, park districts, fownships,
judicial districts and sanitary
districts.” The cumulative voting
system is also explained.

The final section of the book-
let briefly explains the political
party structure in Macon County.

This effort by the Decatur
League of Women Voters is a
noteworthy contribution to the
understanding of local gov-
ernment. The League is a non-
partisan organization, and it has
faithfully reflected that spirit in
the booklet. It is the first written
reference book on the local gov-
ernments in the county,

The booklet is a reference,
it does not go into much detail,
It does, clearly, give an overview
that untangles much confusion
concerning the various govern-
mental units that operate in Ma-
con County.

The League’s booklet may be
obtained from the League of Wo-
men Voters. The price is 50
cents.



