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RECYCLING
Why Recycle?

We can no longer afford to be a throw away society.
The average household in Macon County generates
over one ton of solid waste every year.

RECYCLING:

» Extends the life of our landfill
* Decreases pollution

» Create jobs

+ Conserves resources

» Saves energy

What is Recycling?

Recycling is the basic process of making materials
such as glass, metal and paper available for reuse.
New products can be made using less energy for less
cost.

How To Recycle?

Contact your garbage hauler, your municipal offices
or your Decatur-Macon County Clean Community
System (217) 423-2800 for details on what recycling
resources are available to you in your area. Begin
removing cans, glass and newsprint for at-home re-
cycling, and additionally, at the office, remove busi-
ness paper and computer paper from the throw away
trash.

Here’s How It Works...

Newsprint

» Remove glossy paper and magazine inserts

 Stack weekly newspaper in a bundle

¢ Tie or place in brown paper bag (no magazines)
Recycled newspaper can be made into many other
products, such as newsprint, tissue, home insulation,
cereal boxes, roofing felt and bedding for animals.

Aluminum (beverage cans)
* Empty
* May flatten cans to save space
* Approximately 25-26 cans make
one pound of aluminum

Recycled aluminum uses 90 percent less energy to
make new products than the raw material. It is used
to make new beverage containers, storm doors, gut-
ters, electrical parts and foil.

Glass

» Empty clear, green and brown
glass containers

* Rinse

* Remove all lids and rings

» Labels may be left on
Recycled glass is crushed, melted and made into new
glass containers. Glass manufacturers can save up to
25 percent in energy by using recycled glass.

Yard Debris (organic waste)

* Yard waste can be recycled at home by
composting. Composting is the natural process
of breaking down leaves, grass clippings, etc.,
into a humus substance that is used to mix with
soil or place around plants.

* A separate brochure is available for composting
instructions.

By 1991, lllinois landfills will not accept leaves, grass,
branches, etc. These items take up 17-18 percent of
landfill volume. Begin composting activities today.

Business Recyclables

» Business paper - stationery, copier paper, com
puter paper - can be recycled

 Corrugated cardboard - flatten and bundle for
hauler

e All aluminum beverage containers (not food
cans)

* Glass food containers

* Innovative employees can make many items
reusable. Ask them!

Miscellaneous Recyclables

Tin cans, plastic, aluminum construction items,
wooden pallets, tires, motor oil, window glass, other
such items can often be recycled through a local re-
cycling agency. Please call your RECYCLING HOT
LINE (217) 423-2800 to receive further information.
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party for representative.

one vote. Cumulative voting is used
As a matter of ag
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