


iR AL J955 .




Greenberg 2
—Photo b_v'Kq&m ‘\gg Nb
: 'WOMEN VOTERS TO HEAR |
‘ | REPORT ON PROJECT|

| Decatur League of Women Voters |

|will meet Monday at 9:30 a. m.

in the all-purpose  room of the|
h 'YMCA. The Educational Committee ‘:

{will inform the general nwmb('rshipir

inl the results of the local Pr% “Alt
[Study of the Budgetary Pr ures | ¢
?an(l Tax Structure of the Dicatur|c
| Public School Svstem.” le

committee wh

‘Women Voters Compare School Operations Costs |

A Mos. Haslall €
» s, Fanley
T‘“ ‘ ’ By Barbara Hill ‘ Decatur 20-Town Average| cial charter. 1‘(}2 I(T,-\,ﬁ” ]
Of The Herald and Review Staff "I'uml Assessed Valuation $186,658,154.00 $114,070,483.80 From the latter, the following in- ‘;‘\{2 }:’;JL‘,‘}
Decatur School District 61 com-|No. of Students 11,681 10,945.25 formation was obtained: m',; ’éi;,‘};,'(?
Piris ’i]?]vnn;hlydi_rf cost of operation | Real, Personal Propesty Tax Revenue 2,479,441.48 2,050,722.23| [1‘“ ":;nc 0? o O;hc; dxstt;ncts pedbel % ;gﬂ:\‘ By
with 20 other districts of about the|T'oal Revenue 3.512,537.66 )260:6051Th| e e JTeqize or the pur-

same size in nine states, according|g g oen oo chasing of school sites. (Under

4 to statistics gathered in a survey by|o: o o ] 14(_) 2'23084 community unit law a referendum
{ the League of Women Voters. 1.7\0, lf‘f‘sul’!’mlfd Schools i }2 24.35|is vequired before the purchase of
The League survey began in ]953}1\‘0. of Teachers 405.5 420.4 any school site, u‘nlcss a previous
as a routine study of the budgumrvvf\"m of Bonded Indebtedness 2,783,000.00 2.16’,359.401'01"9“5‘”'“ ‘h'.zs given the 5““_001
procedures and tax structure of |Cost of Instruction 2,412,091.83 2,099,152.95‘}’05"‘1 the ,"‘.‘-ﬂl‘[ to purchase sites
the school system, undertaken by|Cost of Maintenance 153,703.08 1409 634 ok [ st e g ) :
the committee on local projects. o]l Operating Costs 3.261.729.37° | 2,770,407.43| I most of the other districts Wi
The conclusion reached from this| -, 3 5 o G e s g 5 g | TiEXaLION disputes are settled in the
general study was: | Acac v’e‘l" "_‘ aries : ~~080~88—~?1 l'qoi"""-“‘comts, or directly by the sate. In|§
“That' the - budgetary pmccdums‘.-‘\r.hnmlstm‘m'c . ics 13(-),1(_)9._?2 117,144.36 only one state is the county in-
t of the Decitur plﬂ»lic schools sys+| 35 ssed Valuation per student 15,979.63 10,904.39 | volved. |
! tem are modern and well suited to|Assessed Valuation per building 7,466,326.16 5,137,048.11| In all but one of the states, the|
3 the need. The tax structure appears|Cost of Instruction per student 206.49 187.46 | number of members on the board of | |
to be a fair allocation of monies|Cost of Maintenance per student 13.15 14,18 | education is {egulated by the state to| §
goilmy .(mm e comparatively even (s per student from property tax 212.26 1‘)0.34‘the safent of setting minimum and
distribution of the tax load.” Total C. o : A Sk po| AXIMUM numbers.
During the course of its study the| P “f\‘ pestic L.m = : 279.23 2 ;)2'8‘ The general statistics, which show | |
question of the merits of the special Avg. Maintenance Cost per ])](I‘\;' 6,148.12 6,645.06| Dpcatur's school system in a highly! |
charter district, under which Deca-|Bonded Indebtedness per studcht 238.25 202.59 | favorable light, are as follows. 0 ;
tur "L‘h”l’]g l)“\\» ”P('Ib. \ '.'PP(L\C(I "N =1 2 R . T T _1 ’I.I\L ‘i”llll',\ are ‘“r th ‘952'53 ¥ 4
to the community unit district, \m.\ll eague representatives also pointed | :‘\(II:]::?::|;:N\'|.,]‘J' lxdmnl \L':l—bil'lL'C those were the il
o i e e S
: =5 ’ 2 ol 1813 passed at each ses Davenport, la. lw:un its questioning. 3
its survey a study of the special {sion of the Legislature indicated | :;"“",“'v""" i fnvolvi he ber of 0 e
charter district in relation to the |that considerable bcxpurinn-nu(in|1 is| ;l.‘x‘.;:;lur{..!('.Hllvml. 8 dl;_;urcs ,mji) “m‘? e '_]um< eé,o ’ |
community unit district. |currently going on with lHinuisE (“,L',,‘l"’,‘:,’"k!"‘l i F'?.ls_‘“;l'djqe UfM ]?U.sm o | 4
It's conclusions, voiced at last|school law and that Decatur will Springficld, O, ‘U]I "““"'S‘Pbmscs”o Olpt:ral-!on-——m- ¥
month’s hearings on the special |be better off if not experimented on. | I]'"M\-\tmul'. ‘“' o e TR .‘; l‘l.dc ; [“du Hl: On. }’.}hjl;cc (:m ‘ i
charter before C”“”‘Y SL'P" of In its survey, which it has nu\\" ¢ .’; l“ Hl"mt i )U»‘ln.m'tt‘L.c- ‘fdh‘ BEITS S, T l‘mw (& u,t er K | *
R T Toncer ies 5 01 |oiicion oy of ety oot [I)(-v[‘("wu(“('m: u h_) point out that in this case sy tems qucncd qucrcd kindergar-
o umn’rrnnu! unm;tcd v .dL »:ut"‘nl':nsit]w figures may be slightly off to ten, special education and adult edu-
“That having uniform school sys- ‘”f sublic in\lrluctiun of n)”‘w ﬂ:lus": 05 er\vtenl. < e S0, i ! |
tems in the state would facilitate the |jp lhv Middle Weet and its teinecil DL'ﬂntc careful wording of the| In its 1952-53 tax rate of $1.40} ’ 4
Soctk Jof ‘the state Departmient of |and asked that the denartments f:»r-‘qu»ﬁSt'(J’]S' thcr_e may ha\'c. bcep some per $100 assessed valuation, Decat'ur 1 '
= Public Instruction, and that the com- | yard g il b (]umlmm gz mlsundu‘rstandmgs resulting in fig-| was among the lowest of all the dis- =l
\ s ainrm e Sl b i o sl s ures which do not :fho_w quite the|tricts, Only one of the 20 had a i
| advantage for rural areas where con- | glations of from 70,000 to 100 ()()S same thing from all districts. lower rate. i
solidation lightens the burden of Chaice of the: distriots \ms' lcl';l The committee feels, however,| The 1953-54 tax rate in the De-t i
S evayer. B, for 2 district the | sl ,“P - t.hc ‘;ivpurnm“nl\‘ 01111.1( the statistics collected are exten- |catur schools is $1.54. With the -
size of No. 61, the merits of ‘l“’-‘pub]ic TR e lM_!si\e enough to get a good average for |nancing of the $7 millions bond is- i
special charter as regards annexa-|er submitted ;m\“'”\ lo-thv L comparison and the drawing of gen-|sues to be taken care of, the 1954-550"
tion and detachment, buying of questions were as h‘ullu\'\v o eral conclusions. lrate will be about $1.60—still low- } e
property and lack of involvement in| "~ Madison, Wis, ; i ! Most of the statistics requested €F than many of the out-of-state dis- e =
general school laws outweigh the| jasne Wit were for purposes of general com-|tricts even if they have had no cor-
advantages of the community unit| Jeckson, Mich. {parison. A few were aimed speciii~‘:msl’°"di“g raisc in rate during the
district.” : 'f?‘,;%‘é';l'.if”?{f;.nu" icul]v toward giving the League in-| past year. f
| It testimony at the hearing,| Hitibuce pa. |formation for its stand on the spe-| Members
-~ 74 ? / 2 3
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| GET OUT

| Members of the T
[\\\unm\ Voters  put
|

through tags they will distribute to
to the public schools this week,
The tags urge parents to vote in

1oVifions for election of
LCOPNY § Board of School Trustees
eBn incorrectly stated in sev-|

i Pu meetings recently.
BRocalll chool ofticials said yester-
theff error gained wide circula

P& ion sheet prepared by the
3UEEHF Women Voters.

s pamphlets
scts about community unit!
ticts and the Decatur spe-
i l,tcr district.

lounty board is a relatively |
ernmental body which will
bir the duties of the old

2 school trustees on July 1.
b itate schoal code provides
in members shall be elected |
in the county. No more||
L member may be a r:sidcmf}
bne congressional townshi
bunty.

el

THE VOTE

e

ol .
strings

i e £l

TAGS PREPARED
of the bond issue referendum elec
tion Tuesday, They will be tied
the children's coat buttons
Monday by their teachers. Work
ing on the, tags, left to right, are

[ This means the proposed Decatur
|community unit district, which
would lie in portions of four difter
ent congressional townships could
be represented by four members on
the county board.

Seven community |
|districts in Macon County, nut
luvunnng Decatur, include territorics
{lying in two or more congressional
{townships and have the opvortunity
to elect as many representatives to
the board.
| Only the Lakeview Community
| Unit lies wholly within the bound-
lary of a single tow nship, which al

:,xn includes portions of the Argen

sels

unit

i(cnu Gordo and Mt. Zion unit
districts.
I'he League’s information sheet

incorrectly states:

“The County Board of Trustees
{which will be set up after July 1,
will be made up of seven elected
members from the nine school dis
tricts in Macon County. No school
|district may have more than one of

| the seven members.”
|

Congressional townships are com-
posed of 36 sections of land and
the boundaries do not coincide
either with political township ot
school district  boundaries, local
school officials pointed out yester-
day.

The Decawur special charter dis-
tricty-is Jocafed mainly in the De-
catur congressional township, 16N,
Range 2E. Portions of the district
lies in three othér townships, 17N,
Ringe 2E; 16N, Range 1E; and
16N, Range 3E.

Residents of the Decatur district
now have no part in electing trus-
tees to the county board because the
county board has no power over a
special charter district.

In the event Decatur voters xp-:
prove the formation of a commu-
nity unit district in the April 14|
referendum, however, the city's
schools will be governed by thell
i county board and Decatur residents
{will vote in Future elections of its
| members,

Lester Grant, superintendent of
| Decatur schools, said yesterday he
| has repeated these facts incorrectly
in public statements in presenting
the League's report to local organ-
| izations.

“I am not anxious to perpetuate
|an error,” he said yesterday after he
discovered the mistake.

Mris. H. A. Olendorf,
Frank Schroeder and Mrs,
ard Wood.

(Herald and Review Photo)

Mrs.
dich-

o~ {urnish a

tendea T
use by PT

the referendum scheduled for Apnl
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to perpetu
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ssistant said the state school codel

provides that the proposed Decatur
could be
represented by four nwm‘wx‘\_ on ll\ri
County Board of School Trustees.}

The League of Women Voters!
concludes from the state school code

|community unit district

rrection
rustees

|that “‘representation on the board

" ke Iwould not be fair to the Decatur
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county's population but would have
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John Donovan, League!are, at this time in the state of
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anv of its statements in of operation ur
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Voter League Reaffirms
b Stand for City Manager

The League of Women Voters|the manager type of municipal gov-

board of directors yesterday reaf-
firmed its belief that a council-man-
ager form of city government is
preferable to the commission form
of government,

Mazs. John Donovan, League pres-
ident, announced the League’s posi-
tion on the city manager type of
government following a board meet-
ing yesterday afternoon.

The League completed a study of
the council-manager government in
February, 1953. At that time the

Decatur Women Join in Reapportionment Drive
. at a meeting of paign for the adoption of the

Three Decatur women, right  James Holland
to left, Mrs. John Donovan, the League of

|ernment would be a definite im-
|provement over the commission
form.

Mrs. Donovan said the League
will cooperate with other groups
and individual citizens of Decatur
to undertake local action aimed to-
ward adoption of a city manager
here.

“The League directors feel that
now is an opportune time for city-
wide work to begin if Decatur citi-
zens wish to hold a referendum on
the proposal before the 1955 /city
election,” she said.

Women Voters in ~ Blue  Ballot  Reapportionment

Mrs. H. W. Gibson and Mrs.  Springfield last week. Leaders of = Amendment at the Nov, 2 gen-

Ayrlie Morris, far left, are shown  the group met
with a Rockford woman, Mrs.

to plan their com-  eral election.
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Vote to Be Called
On City Manager

Petitions to Go Into |
Circulation Next Week
By John R. Harpster
Of The Herald Staff |

Petitions calling for a referendum
on the council - manager form of |
government for Decatur will be ci1-f
culated here beginning next week. |

The decision was made last nighlf
at an organizational meeting of the |
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government.”

The meeting, initiated by the As-
sociation of Commerce and League
of Women Voters, was attended by
about 20 representatives of various
Decatur organizations,

Harold Pogue, A of C president
who is serving as temporary chair- |
man of the group, said an estimated |
2,500 signatures will be needed if |
the referendum is to be called. }

The Junior Association of Com-
merce has volunteered to prepare |
and circulate petitions and D¥id
Behnke has been named chairman |
of the project. |

Behnke said work on tlte peti- |
tions will start today, with circula- |
tion beginning as soon as possible
next week.

Behnke and Graham Bradley, |
Jaycee president, said they will aim
for 3,000 signatures by July 15.

Walter Morey, attorney for the
A. E. Staley Mfg. (})mpdlxy', is as-
sisting the Jaycees in preparation of
the petitions. I

A change to the councihnanagef
form of government would not af-
fect the present city council.

But at - the city primary next
March 1 and the general election |
April 19 voters would choose six|
councilmen and a mayor instead of |
the present four councilmen and a
mayor.

Then, the council would choose
a city manager to administer or-
dinances and policies made by the
council, 5

The city manager would appoint
his own department heads; replac-
ing the present system under which
each councilman heads a city de-
partment. ‘

If unsatisfactory, the manager can
he fired by the council without no-
tice,

If the Jaycees gather their peti-
tions by July 15 it could still be
as late as the middle of December
before the referendum is held.

Once gathered, the petitions
would be filed with the county
court.

The county judge then would
order a hearing in not less than 10
days nor more than 30 days.

1F, after the hearing, the peti-
tions were found valid, the judge
would instruct the city council to
call the referendum in not Jess than
30 nor more than 120 days.

If council - manager government
is to go in effect here next spring,;‘
when 2 new administration takes |
over the city government, the refer-
endum must be held in advance of
the city primary and general elec-
tion, Pogue said.

The Illinois council-manager law,
passed in 1951 for cities with less
than ‘500,000 population, provides
that the new form of government
eannot go into operation until the
expiration of the current term of the
incumbent mayor,

Pogue and others taking part in
last night's meeting stressed that the |
move to change Decatur’s form of |
government is not meant as a criti- |
cism of the present administration. |

“We feel a good job has been
done with [he “’P? of gvvernm"““!Pan‘m-Tvavher Association g x
we have and this is merely an at-| c}:?i\;:;;l”undsav. editor, Lindsay-Schaub
tempt to improve the form of gov-|  Daisy M. Upbouse, Busines and Profes:
ernment,” Pogue said. onn emat B e o Wi
A subcommittee was appointed by VO, Clifford Smith, League of Women

2 to - d a permanent Vorers
Pogue to recommen I Mrs, Willism R. Winn, League of Wo-

chairman for the organization. B 2 : o
% an, AR v m
s members are: v Mrs.John Donovan e of Wk
Harold Osgood, chairman | Don Rebinson, Kiwanis Club
M, Donavan Only the Association of Commerce,
James E. Key the Junior Chamber of Commerce
Wialter Morey and the League of Women's Voters

{have endorsed the council-manager

Graham Bradley. ‘ ;
a form of government,

The subcommittee will meet
Monday night and another meeting |
of the full committee will be held |
as soon as it decides on a pcrmanunti

|

chairman.

Attending last night's mecting
were:
AD 2—48

Robert Stroyeck, AFL United Auto
Workers

Edgar H. Allen, A of C

Charles Riley, president, Labor's League
for Political Education

Galen E. Shafer, A of C

Harold M. Osgood, A of C
Rotary Club
. Auto Workers

F. M. ndsay, president, Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers

Graham  Bradley, Junior Chamber of
Commerce

David Behnke, Junior Chamber of Com-

merce
Tom Palmer, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce
0. W, Diehl, A of C
N G. D. Cox

Mrs. Robert . Lewis ;
Mrs. Adam Wakeman, Decatur Council, |
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FOURTEEN PAGES TODAY.
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Council-Manager Plan
ote Asked in Decatur

Petitions Start
In Next Week

A group organized last night as
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government” decided to
put referendum petitions in circula-
tion next week.

About 20 residents launched the
move to give Decatur council-man-
ager government in the meeting
initiated by the Association of Com-
merce and the League of Women
Voters.

Harold Pogue, A of C presi‘em.
was named temporary chairman, He
said some 2,500 signatures will be
needed to bring the issue to a vote.

Decatur Jaycees volunteered to pre-
pare and circulate petitions and put
Dayid Behnke in charge of the job. |
He said preparation of petitions |
would  start today for circulation as
soon as possible.

Walter Morey, attorney for the
A. E. Staley Mfg. Company, will
draft the petition.

* The group stressed that the move
for a city manager isn't meant as a
eriticism of the present city admin-
istration. |

“We feel 2 good job has been%
done with the type of government!
we have,” Pogue said. “This is|
merely an attempt to improve the|
form of government.”

A subcommittee was appointed by
Pogue to recommend a permanent
chairman for the organization.

Its members are:

Harold Osgood, chairman

Mrs. John Donovan

James E. Key

Walter Morey

Graham Bradley.

. The subcommittee will meet
Monday night and another meeting
of the full committee will be" held
as soon as it decides on a permanent
chairman,

Attending last night's meeting
were:

Robert Stroyeck, AFL United Auto
‘Workers
« Edgar H. Allen, A of C

Chatles Riley, president, Labor's League
IMGPoh'ticd Education

Harold M. Osgood, A of C
I Walter Morey, Rotary Club
z {_ E.ﬁ&ey. AFL Auto Workers

R o indsay, president, Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers
Graham Bradley, Junior Chamber of

mmerce

David Behnke, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce

Tom Palmer, Junior Chamber of Com-

merce
O. W, Dichl, A of C

Mrs. G. D. Cox

Mrs. Robert E. Lewis

Mrs, Adam Wakeman, Decatur Council,
Parent-Teacher Association 3

Edward Lindsay, editor, Lindsay-Schaub
Newspapers

Daisy M Uphaus, Business and Profes-
sional Women's Club

y Morris, League of Women

Votens
'Mlx Clifford Smith, League of Women
‘oters
Mn. William R. Winn, League of Wo-
men Voters

i

ey B “
Ms. John J. Donovan, presi-
dent of the League of Women
Voters, was the first citizen to
sign the petition for a referendum
on counr:”-manager Cl.ly gnvcrn-
ment this noon. Looking on is

Davrd Behnke, chairman of the
Jaycees committee to circulate the
petitions. Mrs. Donovan is also a
leader in the newly-organized
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government”’ group.

Council-Manager

Petitions

Signatures Sought
To Insure Validity

Petitions calling for a referendum
to adopt a council-manager form of
city government were pui in circula-
tion this noon. .

David Behnke, chairman of the
Javcee committee to gather some 2,-
500 petition signatures, said the
drive will reach Full-scale propor-
| tions tomorrow.
| Five hundred petitions with space
for 25 names each were delivered

|by the printer this morning. As
many signers as possible will be
sought to insure validity of the pe-
tition,

| The petitions were ready for noon
= ; -
meetings of the Rotary and Lions
Clubs today, and Behnke said Jay-
cees will distribute the blank forms
to plants as rapidly as possible.

Behnke said officers of the League
\of Women Voters are planning eith-
er 2 downtown petition campaign
or a house-to-house canvass. The

)]a.vcecs will have petition booth
downtown Saturday, probably in
Central Park.

| The blanks are available at the

(o Out

organized in 2 mee!iné initiated by
the A of C and the League of Wo-
men Voters late last week, is push-
iing the move to give Decatur a vote
on having a city manager.

| The petition asks County Judge
Gus T. Greanias to order a vote
on the question, “‘Shall the City of
Decatur adopt the managerial form
‘[ of municipal government:”’

| If the petition is found valid in
a court hearing, the court will or-
der the city Council to call a refer-
endum in 30 to 120 days.

Committee Meets Tonight
To Consider Chairman

A five-member subcommittee nam-
ed to recommend 2 permanent chair-
man for the Friends of the Coun-
cil-Manager’ Form of Government
group will meet at 7:30 p.m. to-
day in the Association of Commerce
office, Chairman Farold Osgood '
said.

Members of the subcommittee, ap-
pointed by Harold Pogue, temporary
chairman, are:

Mrs. John Donovan

James E. Kay

‘Walter Morey

Association of Commerce office in |
|the Decatur Club Building, both for!
|signers and-persons wishing to gath-
€r signatures.

Behnke said July 3 has been set
as the target date for completion of
the petition drive.

A “Friends of the Council-Man-

ager Form of Government” gmup,i

. Graham Bradley.
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mCit)Tl\Enager
Vote Petitions
Distributed

The campaign for a referendum
on council-manager city government

lshiFtecI into high gear today as peti-'

|
tions went out to plants, clubs and
scores of residents,

David Behnke of the Jaycee peti-
tion committee said 180 sheets with
space for 4,500 signatures were|
imailed to Jaycee members last mght
‘and plans for a petition booth in
{Central Park Saturday are going
| ahead.

Mis. John J. Donovan, pte51dent
of the League of Women Voters,
said the League would mail petitions
to its members today and ask them
to gather signatures in their nelgh \
borhoods.

Petitions were circulated at meet-
ings of the Rotary and Lions Clubs
\e\terdav noon, and Behnke said 60
signatures were obtained with no re-
fusals right after the blanks were
| received from the printers.

He couldn’t estimate the number
of names gathered so far, with no
reports in yet.

Goal of the drive is a minimum

2,500 valid signatures, but petition
blanks have been provided for 12,-
{500 names and backers will push
for as many signatures as possible
to assure success.
| All petitions are to be in by July
{3, after which they will be
|examined, bound and filed in Coun-
ty Court for a hearing. If the court
finds the petition valid, the City
Council will be ordered to call a re-
ferendum in 30 to 120 days.

The campaign is sparked by the
Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government, a group or-
ganized Jast week under sponsorship
of the Association of Commerce and
the League of Women Voters.

Petitions are available for either
|signature or circulation at the A of|
| C office in the Decatur Club Build-|
_mg, headquarters for the campaign. E

A subcommittee to choose a
| permanent chairman of the council-
|manager committee opened talks last
night.  Subcommittee  Chairman
Harold Osgood said the permanent
chairman to take over from Tempor-
ary Chairman Harold Pogue, A of
G president, hadn't yet been named
today.

[
\
\
|
|

dJyne 24,

Editor Lindsay Speaks to

|- Eighteen women representing lo-
cal League of Women Voters organ-
izations from Springfield, Cham-v
paign-Urbana, Alton-Wood River,

{Danville, Lincoln and Decatur yes-

texday attended a regional meeting ]
in the home of Mrs. john Donovan, |
Decatur League president.

Edward E Lindsay, editor of lhcx
Lindsay-Schaub I\cwspapcrs, W db!
guest speakcr for the morning ses-|
sion.

Lindsay characterized the League
as a unique organization with great
strength in helping people make po-
litical decisions but said he felt the
League was less effective in the ac-
tion area.

He indicated, however, that per-
haps this is as it should be and that
direct action should be left to the
political parties.

Lindsay recommended that to be
most effective the Leaguc should
have members from all precincts and
take its action on the precinct level.

He pointed dut that the present
crisis in our national government is
‘due in part to the lact that ncnhcr

Women Voters
Present League’s
Organization

The League of Women Voters |
will have an informal meeting fmr‘ M
5 | Mrs

prospective members Tuesday a

9:30 aem. in the home of Mrs.
G. R“‘%)hn, 777 S. Monroe St.
Women “interested in the organiza-

tion“are asked to call Mrs, Porkv\ Mrs Fred Schudel, ,%Pubhca |
Lupton munlxrs!up chairman or! tion." |

Pilifial Action Neadik s i

/43

Voter League |

party stands for a particular govern-|
mental philosoph\ He predicted |
more difficult times ahead and sug-|
geated that the League might be ac-|
tive in clarifying party labels at all
levels of government.

The home town is the place to‘
{eure political ills, Lindsay condud |
ed.

Discussions during the mecnng‘
were led by two members of the!
League state board. They were Mrs.
Ellis Harris, Chicago, ‘membership
chairman, and Mrs. Ermick Mc-
Dowell, Lake Bluff, finance chair-
man.

Miss Roberta McGowan of the
state officer statf also was present
at the mecnng

The meeting closed with 2 resume
of League history by Mrs. Richard
Murphy of Champaign-Urbana.

Mrs. Murphy concluded that the
discussion of politics within the fam-
ily circle is one of the most vital
things in our life and that we must
not let our governmental offices get
into bad situations because “we
didn’t know."”

l\ln John Donavan, president. |
Five League’ memberg will give !
information concerning the organi- ’
| zation. They are:
| Mis. Flovd Birt, “Purpose and
History of the League of Women |
Voters''; {
. Ayrlie Morris, “‘Program of
tithe League’;
Mits. Nea! Doubleday, Policies

and Action’’;
| Mrs. George Kuhns, @qnce"

-
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Women’s Influence Is Surprising

German Visitor Credits
Tin Cans, Ready-mix
By Barbara Hill
Of The Review Staff

Surprise that women in America
have so much economic influence
while, at the same time, there are
few women in high public office
was expressed this morning by Miss
Irmgard Muehlhaus, German wo-
man visiting here as the guest of the
League of Women Voters.

. “Our economic minister told me
of the great influence of American
women,’ Miss Muchlhaus said,
“and 1 was astonished to find that
there are more women in public of-
fice in my own country than here.”

Miss Muehlhaus, who is district
women's secretary of a consumers
cooperative in her home town of
Bocholt, arrived in Decatur last
night and this morning began her
tour of the city with Mrs. Perley T.
Lupton and Mrs. John Donovan of
the League.

They took her first to the Macon
County Building, where she visited
the jail and the county and city of-
fices,

During her stay here she also is
scheduled to see the public library,
the YWCA, Girl Scout Little
House, special education rooms at
Washington School, the Farm Bu-
reau and any other local industries
or institutions in which she is inter-
ested,

“ Miss Muehlhaus already has visit-
{ed many of the country’s largest
cities and has been amazed by the
stores and the variety of goods sold.

She credits the tin can and the
packaged mix with giving American
women much of the free time they

Sheriff David M. Peters shows

of the County Building, look on.
German police have tear gas guns
mostly in the trouble areas near
the Iron Curtain and in Berlin.

ton, left, and Mrs. John Dono-
van, League of Women Voters
members who this morning es-
corted Miss Muehlhaus on a tour

Miss Irmgard Muchlhaus  of
Bocholt, Germany, how a tear gas
gun operates. Mrs. Perley T, Lup-

Among the other wonders of the |anxious as the American family to|prised and pleased with the number
U.S.A. Miss Muehlhaus lists the|have its own home. of social organizations, her particu-
free public libraries and museums,| Middlewestern farms have, with|{lar interest is in groups that are ac-
In Germany, she says, such institu-|their acres and acres of Fat fields, |tive politically, socially or economi-
| tions are not admission free. |astounded Miss Muehlhaus, who is| cally.
| The tremendous number of new|used to the small, cut up fields ot'i She will leave Decatur June 8 to
|one-family houses being built here 1 Germany. continue her tour in the East.
amazed the German woman. In her| While she is in Decatur Missl Miss Muehlhaus is traveling in
|country, she explains, new housing| Muehlhaus particularly hopes to|this country under the guidance of

use in extending their economic in-|is in the form of multiple dwelling|visit a number of women’s organi-|the American Council on Educa-|

fluence.

units and each family is not so|zations. Although she has been sur-|tion, Washington, D. C,




etitions Bring Questmns

Many in Decatur
Don’t Understand Plan
By John DeBoice
Of The Review Staff
Residents carrying petitions for a
council-manager referendum are be-
ing asked a lot of interesting ques-

tions, but report signatures are easy
to get with few refusals and interest

in the issue is genessl.
Mrs. Oliver R. Etheridge of 635

that the petition is just getting it
to a vote.”” Nearly all sign.

Mrs, John J.” Donovan, League
presxdent, said quesuons asked pcn-
tion carriers show “‘some people just
don’t know anything about it.

“The men understand more than
the women,” Mrs. Donovan said.
“Some women are just 2 complete
blank.”

One woman wanted to know if &
woman could be city manager. An-
other wanted to know if the mana-
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DECATUR SUNDAY

and his two counselors and
ids of the Relief Society and
esthoods run the welfare pro-

: is the level where the per-
ontact is. Because a ward may
: 600 or 700 persons, the bish-
assisted by “block teachers”
7 male over 15-—~who are as-
six families to call on at least
month,

amount of moncy can buy
the products in the welfare
2. If you need it, it’s yours.

LUTHER §, ROEHM

City Manager
Leaders Listed

_will head the committee,

egular $10.95 Values
Men'’s Nylon
desh Oxfords

plan has been set for Aug.

ias. The advisory committee

in cxty govemmem

Here are members of the ad-
visory committee charged with di-
tecting a move for the council-
manager form of government in
Decatur. Edwin G. Allen, chair-
man of the Friends of the Coun-
cil-Manager Form of Government,

making a study of the proposal
A public hearmg on a petition
calling for a referendum on the

fore County Judge Gus T. Grean-

as a steering body for the various
interests working for the change

HERALD AND REVIEW

J. R, HOLT “JAMES E. KEY

now

9 be-

serves

e

ot
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. Mis. Fred Schudel, left, who  cusses the organization of the  program of the League:was ex
| is pubhca_non.s chairman for the  group with Mrs. James W. plained to prospective -members
y ‘League of Women Voters, dis-  Carroll, a new member. The™ at'a meeting yesterday,

Women Voters Tell Group’s Work

Prospective Members
Hear President and Chairmen
The ‘program of the ],AC‘ng;‘, of

Women Voters was explained. to

prospective and new members
terday in the home of Mrs. G. R.
Cohn, 777 S. Monroe St.

President Mrs. John Donovan re-
called how the National League was
formed in February of 1920 follow-
ing the enactment of the 19th
amendment to the Constitution of
the United States giving women the
power to vote.

The purpose, she stated, was to
educate the new women voters and
to work for needed legislation. The
continuing political goal of the
League, she pointed out has been:

“To let the people know,

““To make people care, |

*To help the people act.” !

A non-partisan group, the League
is open to all women -of the com-|
munity. |

Mrs. Ayrlie Morris explained the |
program of the League.

The women do not try to cover
the civic water front, she said, but
select a few important issues at a
time. Covernment principles are
supported by the organization as a
whole which give authority for
adoption of loc.l, state and national
current agendas.

The local League has given sus-
tained attention and study to the
City Counil manager plan which
is now under consideration for
Decatur.

On the state level, the group

works .for basic constitutional re-

vision measures SUCh as tlle ICBPPOl".

tionment amendment, Mrs. Morris
explained to the new women.
World trade and relationship be-
tween individual liberty and public
interest head the national program.
For next year, the local League

plans: A study of local welfare and

continued consideration and action
where approved by membership of
school  financial problems and
organization, yesterday's speakers
said.

Also on the program were: Mrs
Floyd Birt, Mrs. Neal Doubleday,
Mrs. George Kuhns and Mrs. Fred
Schudel.
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Campaign For
Blue Ballot
Starts Today

A committee to promote adoption

of the reapportionment amendment
will begin its campaign today.

The group, known as the 1li-
nois Committee for Constitutional
Revision, is secking a favorable
public response at the Nov. 2 elec-
tion for the amendment, which
comes out on a blue form. It would
make representation in the state
Jegislature dependent upon popula-
tion. The issue is opposed by those
who fear such representation would
give the Chicago area too much voice
in state government.

E. E- Penhallegon, co-chairman
of the committee, with Mrs. FH. W.
Gibson, both of Decatur, and Mus. |
W. C. Morse, Mattoon, are secking |
to arouse public interest in the
issue.

A speaker's burean has been or-
ganized, and a schedule will soon
be announced of talks-to be given |
hefore civic groups. A series of pro-
grams that will be intensified to-
ward the end of September and
through October has also been
worked out, Penhallegon said Jast
night. A n}O\'ie depicting the ad-
VantagCS Ul populah(m reprcb(‘ntm
tion has been acquired by the com-
inittee and will also be available to
interested groups.

The committee
paign at the state fair, where it set
up a booth. Material was handed
out, and the film was exhibited
twice. Penhallegon said the Lenguc‘\
of Women Voters and Junior Asso-|
ciation of Commerce were also step-
ping up their programs in support
of the proposed amendment.

began its cam-

Beginning tomorrow rrgisrcx'(‘d
voters of Macon County will begin
to receive information on the amend-
ment through the mail, according
to regulation. The information is
strictly objective and does not pur-
port to take a stand one way ot the
other. It will take a few. days to
get all the 58,000 envelopes de-
livered; County Clerk Laurence

i

Tangney has explained.

Seplember | (1§39

Friends of Council-Manager Begin

Campaign With Letters to 2,700 |

Thé Friends of the Council-|knowledge of most people on that

Manager Form of Government or-
ganization is starting its educational
program with letters to the 2,700
Isigners of petitions for the council-
| manager referendum.

Chairman Luther Roehm of the

1

form of government.

He said the Friends group wants
to build up as large a public informa-
tion program as possible so that
there will be an informed vote in
the referendum.

The referendum date has not yet

jpubiic information committee S“idibccn set by the City Council, but
i | s 3 3 :

lthc lctter; mclud(;: guestian a;]‘d present indications are that it will
lanswer sheets and a request that|} " .4 6y ober or later.

signers authorize public use of their

Petition signers also are being|

names as supporters of the change | cked to use the information they |

in city government.

|receive in enlisting support from |

| Later, Roehm said, the group| thejr friends and neighbors. {

{plans a general circulation of in-|

They will receive a general state- |

{formation by mail. The present|ment about the council - manager
mailing is hoped to stimulate fur-|form of government prepared by the
ther questions and answers for the | eague of Women Voters, and two

more general program.

question and answer sheets, one in

Roehm said the greatest problem |an ,Association of Commerce news-

that supporters of the council-man-
ager government face i the lack of

\l}r ter and the other prepared by the

rriends organization.




®

Sepfember 4, 145

League Dinner
Tickets Ready

Tickets will go on sale next Tues-
day at Stauber’s for the League of
Women Voters “‘blue ballot” infor-
mation dinner, to be Sept. 16 in

SepTem ber 1,959

BLUE BALLOT DINNER
Tickets Available Through Wednes-
day For Meeting

Tickets to the dinner meeting
Thursday on the blue ballot reap-
portionment amendment may be ob-
tainéd through Wednesday evening.

League of Women Voters repre-
[sentatives yesterday said that interest
in the blue ballot debate is high.
| Samuel W. Witwer, chairmah of
ithe Illinois Committee for Consti-
|tutional Revision, will speak on be~
"ha]f of the amendment and State
|Rep. Paul Powell, Vienna, Demo-
|cratic minority leader in the House,

the Decatur Club. {will oppose it.

Reservations are $2.50, which | Tickets are available from:
represents the cost of the dinner ] Mrs, H. W. Gibson
alone. The dinner is' being spon- | E. England Penhallegon
sored as a non-profit, community | Mius. F. A. MacKay
service by the League, which is Mrs. Perley T, Lupton
backing state congressional reappor- Mss. J. W, Hurley
tionment. . ! — -

Two speakers, termed by the
League “the state’s most competent”’
will talk on the pros and cons of
the reapportionment amendment
which will appear on the blue bal-
lot at the November election,

Samuel W. Witwer, of Riverside,
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Revision, will
speak in favor of the amendment. |

State Rep. Paul Powell, of Vien-|
na, will speak against reapportion-
ment,

The amendment would give the |

SepTembperil, igsq .
|densely populated Cook County area
a majority in the House but retain

Blue Ballot
Dinner Tonight

Two men who are among the top

| : leaders in movements both for and
against the blue ballot reapportion-
ment amendment will discuss the |
proposal at a dinner meeting here!
tonight.
i They are Samuel’ W. Witwer, |
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Revision, in favor
of the amendment, and State Rep.
Paul W, Powell, one of the most
outspoken legislative leaders against
it

Approximately 125 _reservations
have been made for the meeting,
which the League of Women Voters

is sponsoring in the Decatur Club
‘ ballroom beginning at 6:30 p. m.

League officials say that this is
apparently the only such meeting
planned to bring together such
spokesmen as Witwer and Powell. p

Witwer, a Chicago attorney, head-
ed the committee in the successful
campaign for the Gateway amend-
ment to the constitution in 1950
and has continued to be active in
supporting changes under Gateway
provisions.

Powell, a Democrat from the 51st
District and minority leader of the
House, has been active in organiz-
ing opposition to the amendment
‘ among Democratic legislators.
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Opponents in Blue Ballot Debate Charge ¢
Tactics Being Used in Campaign on Proposal 4

Witwer, Powell Heard | e L
By 125 at Dinner :

By Don W. Roberts
Of The Herald Staff

Opponents in a debate on the
merits of the blue ballot reappor-
tionment amendment last night
charged that scare tactics were
being used in the campaign on the
proposal.

Rep. Paul Powell of Vienna said
& warning of court action forcing
election of legislators at large if the
amendment fails “is a scare to try
to force the reapportionment plan,
in my opinion.”

Goy. William G. Stratton voiced
this warning at a meeting in
Springfield  Wednesday  night.
Powell opposes the amendment.

Powell said he is not opposed to
reapportionment, but only to a plan
which gives control of one house to
one county. Both Cook County and
Downstate should propose changes
which make changes in their own
areas.

Samuel W. Witwer of Riverside,
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Reapportionment, - ; P
placed the scare label on the con- Opposing forces size each other the amendment, and Attorney  League of Women Voters, who |
tention of opponents that the reap- | up prior to last nights debate on  Samuel W. Witwer, right, favors  sponsored the meeting, presided.
portionment plan would rob. Down-| the blue ballot reapportionment. the proposal. Mrs. John J. Dono-
state residents of a portion of the| Rep. Paul Powell, left, opposes van, center, chairman of the

(Herald and Review Photo) |

siy ety

revenue they now receive. T

“The distribution  of public
money is governed by the Legisla-
ture. Bills must be passed by both
houses. I resent the inference that |
Downstate senators will sell you out, |
and Downstate would have perma-
nent control of the Senate.”

Powell said court action to force
reapportionment has  been tried
before. ‘“‘There has been no suc-
cessful action to date. I don’t know
why after 53 years we should be-
come so alarmed.”  Witwer had
mentioned the governor’s statement.

Gov. Stratton told a group of
newspaper editors and publishers
that if such legal action were
brought, courts would have to order
statewide elections, which would
give control of both houses to Cook |
County. |

Answering a question, Powell |
said He will not be bound by the
Democratic  state ~ platform, which
supports reapportionment, charging
it was adopted in the Cook County
convention this week with “a stack-

ed deck.” “They didn’t try to bring |many of 77 organizations backing i
: G /S b | untered that from his 20 / Bl Heerotd gy .S
it up in the Springfield conven-| Powell e e}i ; the amendment are distributing lit- $
Sor? haisstd vears experience in the Legislature S ] i
» . “ . 2[é .
. : 4 . County members jum : !
Witwer, who spoke First, said tt:at C‘}iot},gc‘;mow S c]‘CL_E’_ | Powell mentioned cocktail par-
one of the greatest challenges to ‘.(roug) & ortaﬂt Jeoislation \‘\‘heln ties among the functions sponsoring
freedom is on the local level,'and‘i :}:ns ’;’n lis Eracked gis support of the reapportionment
that where the constitution recog- | sk 1 . move, and Witwer said he hopes
X 1 sk He said that if the amendment is d 2 ; 3
nizes the votes of equal citizens | adonted, Cook County would, never |certain meetings of Powell and his
shall be of equal weight, there are LOpISs: et | colleagues were ‘‘as bone dry as our .
hocking *Hdisparities 4 give up control of the House, re- [ ERHES Y 4
S.OC ing disparities 1n representa- ardless of future opulation ‘ meetings. =
tion. & Pop The League of Women Voters %

The 1% million Downstate citi-
zens who have the same legislative
representation as another half-mil-
lion citizens have become third
elass citizens.

Witwer said the amendment is 2
““fair, realistic compromise”’ on the
basis of the facts of political life,
not giving Cook County control of |
both houses, assuring Cook County
of a ‘“‘fairer shake” in the legisla-
ture and assuring Downstate control
of the Senate. |

Downstate could not lose Senate |
eontrol except through another con-
stitutional amendment, Witwer
pointed out.

He said those who argue the
amendment will give Cook County
control of the Legislature know the
argument is “falicious, and never-
theless they try to steer us toward
sectional bias and animosity.”

“By and far, over the years, sub-
urban Cook County has sided far
_more _frequently with Downstate
than Chicago colleagues,” he said.

changes.

' |where the money is coming from|

Powell defended his stand against
the amendment against what he said
were charges of being “‘sclfish and
un-American.”

“If T am selfish, then why did I
vote for adoption of the resolution
putting the amendment on the No-
ivember ballot,” he asked. He point-|
ed out that he said at the time he|
would oppose adoption of the |
amendment because he did not bc-l
| lieve in the type of the proposal.

Witwer had said most of the op-
position to the proposal has come
from Downstate legislators of both
‘}partics, though he said not all of
them are necessarily selfish or cyni-|!
{ cal. s

Powell. charged that most news-|¢
papers are not giving both sides of|!
|the  controversy and questioned

i for the campaign, for the proposal.
Witwer said “‘what little money”

there is comes from both Chicago

land Downstate supporters, and that

{sponsored the meeting, attended by
about 125 persons in the Decatur
Club ballroom.
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With Al City
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s Zonfa Topic

Zonta Club will have dinnet'

2 Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the De-
- catur Club. Three representatives

from the League of Women 'voters

~will talk on the “Council Manager
' Form of City Government.” Speak-

ers will be Mrs. Clifford E. Smith,
Mrs, Gerald Cox and Mrs. Johni

EXPIRTLY 1MsY.

SepTember 24, ¢5Y

League of Women Voters Answer
Zonta Questions on City Manager

By Mildred Sutherd
Of The Herald Staff

Why should Decatur voters favor
a Council-manager form of govern-
ment? Because Decatur is in a
period of expansion which brings
many problems and needs the most
cfficient type of government. And

because eminent men with experi-|

lence do consider it the best form of
government found thus far.

This was the opinion expressed
by three representatives of the
League of Women Voters for Zonta
Club, women executives, last night
in the Decatur Club.

Mrs. John Donovan, Mis. Ger-
ald Cox and Mius. Clifford E. Smith
gave the program with Mrs. Dono-
van asking questions such as the
average man on the street might ask.
Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Smith gave the
answers which have been arrived at
from studies made by the League
since 1951,

The next question answered was,
“Why Change Now?” The League
members pointed to the election
coming up next April. The change
must be made now or wait another
four years.

They stressed a number of ad-
vantages of the four-member coun-
cil and mayor who would make the
city policies and the city manager
who would act as administrator over

the present form of government:

Elected council members would
think in terms of my city, not my
department.

With a manager who has over-
sight of all departments, there is
one big government not five small
ones. (Meaning the five present de-
partments) .

There is better representation ot
the people since there are elections
every two years instead of four.

Since the city manager does all
of the employing, there would not
be any patronage system.

Experience shows that councils
are often made up of a combination
of business, labor and women at-
tracting high caliber persons since
the work is only part time.

In answer to the question, are
trained city managers available?
Mrs. Donovan said several large
universities are iving graduate
courses in the worl%, and there are
many large cities employing assistant
managers. Both make a field for a
city the size of Decatur to choose
from.

In conclusion, Mrs. Smith said
it was not their idea to oversell the
idea, but merely to study all angles
and present them to groups. A very
small percentage of towns adopting
the Council-manager form of gov-
ernment have reverted to their orig-
inal type, the women said.
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County Clerk Candidates Answer

Laurence Tangney Ralph E. Brown
I. I recommend that the state| 1.INo answer,
pay one-half of the cost of perma-
recommend to the General Assem T:,:n registration and that registra-
bly with regard to permanent reg- jtion in the precincts be abolished |
istration of voters? entirely due to the fact that the
cost is prohibitive. The cost aver-
ged about $4 per person on last
|registration day, Oct, 5, 1954. |

2, If given the I d that six judges| 2. I believe that there should be

iv,| 2.
what improvement would you rec-|and three clerks of election be ap-|an age limit on judges and clerks

ry| any welfare question.

3 my life. C
| person ot accur
‘wholesale basis.”” By far mostimany p
personnel are on a carcet basis; fupon this type
many have served under four or|our aged fathers §nd
more administrations. The real fare now —P,m?.w:“ only a bare ,,,:T'
::chE is funds. Additional reve-| stance. i

nues are needed. I urge all inter-
ested parties to push for more reve- |
aue and I will support such an

League's Questions
1. If en the opportunity,
what improvements would you

1 am iff fajor of @ strict ci . 1 have not studied this matter
service or mrit syste ﬁ: hegever it | sufficiently to form an irrevocable:
i toviding the|ppinibn. My impression of the ad-
L s ninistration  of 1948 was that

e

7. What changes do you suggest| 7. Not being an incumbent, I
jn the merit system that would pro- wou d have to conduct a more de-
siled study of the problem before

ct the :a:.a.ﬁlmr,_z_é_n:.-?cn.r i
he wholesale changes in person ,:.noE:,.n:& g changes. As an ar- techng | professi 948
nel that seem to occur ﬂnﬁc&&:w”ln:— backer of the merit system, 1 rvices where needéd, but Iami"y sale changes” did not take| \\rend to the General Assembly pointed under the same method ss{and also certain educational quali-
fee! s 1 favor of profe under| plice. |with regard to the selection and [the Jaw requires now; that three!fications. A school of instruction
the cloak of heivil se qualifications of election judgesijudges serve from 6 2. m. to 5:30|every two years would be of con-

and clerks and ‘hours they are re-|p. m. while voting is in progress, |siderable help for efficiency at the
have been or may be frozen unde then the other three judges and|polls on election day. $
this system merely because of their three .clerks serve and count the i
] affiliations. 5 | {ballots and tally the vote.

8. An investigation inta ﬁomm._ 3. If given the opportunity,| 3. 1 recommend that the candi-| 3. No answer.
ole ...&79,:6:.7_ be necessary 10l Ly jmprovements would you|dates and precinct committeemen
{must provide ample funds to carry; sy if cutting is necessary ot if 8| . commend to the General Assem-|be permitteC as watchers inside
jtarian work under T cient method of using bly with regard to permitting the|the polls after they are closed for
isting funds would be satisfactory. |\ iendance of precinet committee yoting; that 2 law be passed im-

men dnd candidates inside the|posing a fine and jail sentence on
polls after they have been closed!any person, other than judges and
to the voters? clerks, who touch the ballots after
the pell is closed, and on election
judges who do not enforce the

groups of political job ho Jers wt

quired to work?
|

:rmu st Cu
anywhere. As 1 stated before, we

e cun 8. 8. 1 would not s

8. Since the cu
budget is not a
even past levels i
where would y

this

irther

ywever, sanner and on a
ith our Christ

in

experience

|

4. Do you have any specific rec 4, 1 recommend that the ln | 4 I believe that locally the ex-
ommendation concerning the Elec-|allow persons con ed to a hospi-|pense of registration can be re-
tion Code? al or in their home by sickness or |duced by the use of more modern
methods and equipment.

9. In view ¢
tutional and
egainst treason on
and federal level
that any f
legislation would be neede

re problems is neces-
3, however, rights of
loving people that guaran-
tee that no person may be convict-
o of any crime untl and unless
Bis cuilt is established by gamn.

le

njury to vote an absentee b:
before a special deputy zppointed
the county clerk; and that a
; ate be required

¥

y administer-
d not oppose{w
utlawed the!t

nst the |
|
|

s
tent proof beyond a reasonal

b s | ' Sheriff Candidates Answer Questions

County Treasurer Candidates Answer isztsssien, | £.50mmem, ., (GYET,

- 1

ou suggest g : -

_nn;m -mm st that would enable of-las deputies. Study all statements|w hereby a complete report is made
s ive accurate testimony at and records of the defendant be-|of every crime committed at the

M . Alsu Henry B. Curry | :
‘._OT: w P {rials held weeks after an arrest has fore he goes on trial. I would sug-|time of the investigation by the

League’s Questions | Henr C 3

i a er-| 1. Yes. One . Yes. By appoinument ok 8ip, ..

o jn___ﬁa z”, : M..,MM;WA_,‘ depa :”M.s_ Mn ary, assigned deputy, such ‘a5 is now done, to o0 Joadie) gest that officers answer questions deputies. They then add to this re-

pa o i “id = oty treasurer to do the handle sssessment problems. This Auvri by the judge and attorne s{port the different phases of the
!

and talk loudly enough that “the|case as they arise. When & case is
jury could hear and understand. |called for trial several months later
In I would suggest co-|we have a complete record of the
operation with the office of the|case to review before we are called
| on the witness stand.

n County as coun-!by the count
curer. county collector and ! of supervisor of assessmentslisha
Ry 1f could do the work of tax Nn_:u_iw,_pv:::,_
es would you rec- tion. he county treasurer ,:E_m.,aﬁn the P

vise this as well as vmlo:ip aty has had

e out by the fact that Macon
as had a multiplier of one
ast three years. Macon
apable assessors

,v:—dmw & ._— —

{his other duties of treasurer andwg)| acquainte with, ycal estate i

! - onscientious in assess- . W : 2 e W B -

collector. Values and c”..: oo equiisble Basle g mowﬁn means .:::E you sug-| 2. Report Il cases that may hap-| 2. We have complete informa-
+ cooperative efforts be-|pen in the city to the police de-tion on our amest cards from the

s office. [time the prisoners are booked
serate and |showing all information sbout

inp property o wnsicadly i iy
—— e tiees B reasurer’'s office could tween the Decatur City Police De-

> The treasurer, under his sta-  The t Y X partment and the she
e 2 closer  contacts  with partment and the sheriff’s office?

m,&,,““ M“._.:. dutics, should work closely foin ; Fipwlii Both groups. should
tequire a s to coordinate the as- H.:.«r% assessors_ an: coul f:_. as a law enforcing officer cooper-|them and also the progress made
et thin and  between stig. e and AN @ more thor- ate with the d » case. We have always had
i _ If many properties, w.__ course ¢ :..::r.:%:n Special the federal governm ete cooperation with the De-
random throughout the effe« sh Jld be exerted in secing ways had the ce Department. Having
new buildings and im- the law-e police depart-

I feel 1 know

spot-checked, asse
porciscisle astee il all on existing buildings
and they knov
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Issues, Not Looks

: The League of Women Voters
is the one organization in the
United States determined that
candidates for public office should
discuss issues.

Too many candidates would
like to slide into office on the
basis of the size of their family,
their oratorical abilities, their de-
votion to God, mother and coun-
try, or their wavy white hair.

But the ladies insist that the
candidates stick to the issues.
By distributing questionnaires to
candidates, the league forces them
to take a stand.

Anyone who read the full page.
of questions asked by the League
of Women Voters of Macon
County of persons running for
the state legislature and county
offics and the candidates’
answers, published in the Sunday
Herald and Review, is a better

ReRPOAET

informed voter,

The questions ranged from
court reform to legislation con-
trolling subversives, from the
size of the county treasurer’s of-
fice to the election code.

Few of the questions went
unanswered. It is difficult for a
candidate to dodge the pertinent
kind of questions the League of
\\-'gmc'n Voters always asks.

hvc_ry year a greater percent-
age of the candidates answers the
questions. Sofin every candidate
may be replying to them.

Now that the League of Wom-
en Voters is getting the views of
candidates on the important is-
sues before the voters, perhaps it
should try to work out a way to
get candidates to perform ~ on
their promises.

Impossible? Never underesti-
mate the power of 2 woman!

Nowmberlbly;iy

Council-Manager,
For and Against

OVER the weekend the ques-
tion whether Decatur should adopt
the council-manager form of city
government was debated in news-
paper interviews and paid adver-
tisements, in radio and television
panel discussions, and in  briet
“spot” appeals to vote for or
against the council-manager pro-
posal in Tuesday’s referendum
election.

On the eve of that election
the lines are rather well drawn.
Those who favor the change, and
those who would keep the present
commission form, have expressed
their positions in public state-
ments, in letters and in literature
circulated through the mails and
in door-to-door deliveries.

Those Decatur voters who have
not yet made up their minds and
who confess that they are “con-
fused” by the claims and coun-
ter-claims made by the opposing
sides, should stop to consider just
who is supporting either side in
the controversial discussions.

Important among the advocates
of the proposal to change to the
council-manager form are:

Mayor Robert E. Willis and
former Mayor Charles Lee, ex-
perienced and successful in city
administration under the com-
mission form.

Community leaders in all fields
of endeavor who have served
without pay on special commit-
tees to study such subjects as the
city’s water problem and the city
employe salary classifications, and
as members of non-salaried boards
and commissions.

Students of government, in- i

cluding Association of Commerce
groups and the League of Wom-
en Voters,

Leaders in the opposition to
the change to the council-man-
ager form include:

Three commissioners on the
present City Council who ap-
parently are chiefly interested in
keeping their jobs and their sal-
aries.

Macon County’s Labor League
for Politica] Action, a minority
labor group.

The Retail Liquor Dealers As-
sociation.
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Letters To ‘The Editor
Dear Sir: ibut who know the particular

Your Editorial of November phase of the work with which they
4th, “City Manager?", implies in/are hired to deal.
the manner and type of question| 2. “A man who will control our
posed, a good deal of misconcep- money?"”" The city manager will
tion about the Council - Mana-(not have control of city money,
ger Form of Government. The amount of revenue upon|

1. “A manager who has possi-'Which the city will operate will
bly never visited the city the be determined. within the limits
operation of cities throughout the/of law, by the Council. Council
United States is similar in form, must approve the city budget, |
Municipal problems are the same pass the appropriation ordinance
problems wherever you go. Theyl/and will supervise the spending|
vary only in degree according to/of that money through monthly
the size of the city or in acute-reports submitted by the city|
ness depending on how long the manager for Council's approval.
problems has existed unsolved. ‘ 3. “Will control—, the police de-

There are many men available/partment, fire department?”’ Con-
throughout the U.S., trained by trol of hiring, promoting and fir-
universities in the theory of city ing is vested in the Board of Fire
operation and who have testedand Police Commissioners which
those theories by practical expe- is a civil service set-up for fire-
rience as managers or as assist- men and policemen. The mem
ant managers. The fact that thelbers of this Board are appointed
city manager may not know wel/how, and will be appointed unde
have a Transfer House before he the Council - Manager Form of
sets eyes upon it, is not impor- Government, hy the Mayor, not
tant. The important thing is that|the city manager. If it fails in its
he will know the efficient and eco-|responsibilities, it will be Coun-|¢
somical methods by which a city/cil's duty to investigate it, not the
should be run. city manager’s. i

School Boards frequently hire 4, "“Also need to hire d(\[mrl-_'
superintendents who have never ment superintendents —"' Y o u r/
ieen the physical lay-out of the statement of salaries for depart. !
iehools they are to superintend, ment heads, I would presume, is|
Wit they do know the method of intended 1o convince people that al|s
chool Bperation because such city manager would hit Decatur¢
perafion is similar wherever they|jike a {ornado, ousting city em- 1
. Industrial plants hire P(‘l'ﬁ‘m»'plo_\fes over night to bring in high|!
I unacquainted with the plant|priced people. A competent man /|l
= will ease his way along, learning|C
to know the people in the city
|government, the physical lay-out, s
land the traditional wway of doing/t
|things, Where he finds efficiency|!
{and good operation, he will keep
|it. It takes time and it costs mon-|I
ey to trair new people, Where he;’
|finds salaries too low for the type|
lof work turned out, he will urge|
|[improvement. Advancement in
[his chosen career depends upon a
|good showing. Chaos in city gov-
ernment would only hurt his own
|standing.

5. ““A local leader?” No man or
{woman in the City of Decatur,
"lrained in the theory of city oper-
|ation or who has had the practical
experience of managing an entire
|city ggovernment, has as yet ap-
pear@d.

J 6. * man council authority

{to fiMheir own salaries " Fo®
}Iowin'-.:‘ a.change to the Council-
{Manager, the practice in [llinois
|is for the incoming Cnun(-llA to
‘mecx with the outgoing Council to
{set Council salaries. Since the in-
{coming Council, under the Coun-
cil - Manager Form of Govern-
|ment, is a part-time, public serv-
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(Continued from page 1)

positign; salaries are intended
to represent. no more than out-
of-pocket money,

Our present Commissioners
have, time and again, demon-
strated themselves reasonable!
men, desirous as all people are.
of being commended for their
public actions. They are not ras-
cals, There is certainly no reason|
to assume that the incoming
Council would be comprised of
rascals. To so imply refleets on
the honesty and integrity of every|!
citizen in the city for they are all|
potential candidates, §

7. “Taxes?” We know that cur-
rent revenue is not enough for
our present Commission Form of
Government; not because our
Commissioners are incompetent
men, but because the very strue-|
ture of the Commission Form of|
Government is inefficient and ex-|
pensive. Whether improved meth-|
ods of operation under the city|
manager will make our present|
city revenues adequate is a moot|
question. It will be proved or dis-
proved only through trying it out.

An increase in some form of|'
taxation, probably other than
property, will come shortly if we
retain the Commission Form of|
Government. It may not come un-|
til after our 230 year old, inade ]
quate fire equipment breaks down '
during a disastrous fire, but it
will come or we will suffer a fur-f,
ther decrease in city services. ‘

Had Peoria citizens petitioned|
their Countcil for removal of the |
added taxes, Council would have|
responded to majority opinion,
They did ‘not so petition and today
they are very proud of the fact
that Peoria won the 1953 national
award from the National Munici-
pal Lrague and Look Magazine
as the "“All America City."

8. Responsibility for taking con-
trol of city government from the
people under. any “form of gov-
ernment, lies not with the form
of government, but with the peo-
ple themselyes. If the citizens are|
indifferent of willfully ignorant of |
their city govéfnment, then con-
trol will be Vekted in those who|
are interesied.

Mrs, Virginia Gibson
160 E. Kellar Lane




' Friends, Foes of ity |
| Manager in Final Tries

|
|

s| Advocates and opponents of the mir
lm\m;il manager form of

ment” got in their last campaign|most

stration of laws there is the

favors and the

govern-|most opportunity ¢

‘ injustices are done, This

[licks on television and radio last|power would be in the hands of

_Inight. {one man in council-manager gov

>|  Friends of the Council-Manager | ernment, he said. |

l{Form of Government turned di-| On another radio program, Rob-
: | e

[rectly to Ashland, Wis. to dispute|ert Grohne said the commission |
part of an opponent’s co! 'cnmn\mm attracts to the council Pro-|
Sithat this type of government has | fessional politicians on the basis|?
*t| failed in a “‘great many” plac |of patronage and political
| David Beggs 1II had listed tn!‘t uence.
|argunfent as one of four against| On a council-m
\d|coungil-manager government  and |he d, a much larger '7ruup (h“
o cited Ashland 35 ome such city. |community - minded: eitioens. can
| Walker Morey of the Fricods|erve, . I
group,.on a later telecast, said hc; Compision. camsile tiabneld
|talked by telephone to the Ash-
{land city manager, who said refer-|°
|endums to return to the com ””“'jlum pm
{sion form have been defeated ever
{two years since the (mmu)—umng
r form was adopted in 1948.
n|  Morey quoted the manager as
>f|saying the referendums were pro-
n|posed by “‘one prominent but dis P
- me]('d cu\zrn}. Morey added allotted by WSOY
{¢hat of 1,200 cities with council-|$ion of both s
It|manager government, only about| TV Panel, Ad Bring

9150 have abandoned it. Sharp Reactions

ager council

said, base plans on the four-year|t

riod between elections, Imp:
ms can be shelved when
an election is too near to risk de-
cisions.

Davis, with Rex Cochran
Grohne, J. M, Berutich and Mrs
Bernice Miller.

appeared on time

r a discus

es of the issue.

i 5 weretha : 1

‘ ‘ Beggs l’]lhél arguments were ltlmt A television panel discussion
. 5

1|the council-manager government is|,n 5 pewspaper advertisement |

|contrary to basic democratic prin- brought sharp reaction

g . . 3 « vesterday
:{ciples, that it “j’b,‘““ 3 Clty 10 31gom both supporters and oppo-
¢t of nuisance taxes” With-|yones g the council-manager gov-
:lout referendum, and that there is sy
| no need for the change here. | Tw
i Beggs' appearance was sponsor .w biecki ey
e by tha Friends of Good Goy-| 0iced -bjections 1o the label-of|
| | “obstructionist” pinned on them|
| ernment for Decatur. lbv Edward Linds
! On the Friends of the Council-| ¥ FCWare ~incsa
{ Manager program, Mrs. H. W.
{Gibson asked if the opponents
contend that the Legislature is un
democratic, if the courts do not
{know what democracy is,
|they say the proposed form of
| government is undemaocratic g
| Beggs said the law does not es- didn’t think
tablish qualifications for the man-| Lindsay, one of the panel me
ager. Mrs, Gibson said the law |bers favoring the change, said the|t
cations for com-|two commissioners, along with Fi-|
nance Commissioner Don F.
vis, have acted as an cbstructionist |

b

City Council me

. editor of|
wvspapers, on

Health C
Holmes called 0
Igest lies I believe I
in this campaign,”
| Commissioner L:
the term fair.

mmmmuncr Cody
e of the big-|]
ve listened to 2
while Street |
by said he|]

when

|
it

1| does not sef quali
s| mission couneil members, either.

| Finance Commissioner Don F
‘Dms in a radio appearance op-|group within the Council the last|]
Wmmw the change, also cited pos-| 14 month |
sible nuisance taxes under coun Holmes said there have been|Vi
|manager government and said “we|more improvements in the last 14|W
{would do well without the extra months completed than by any|P»

|
| services if it means added taxes.” |other (ounu?, |th

| Davis contended that in the ad

President. Harold Pogue of the|Z
Association of Commerce took ex-|
ception to remarks of Attorney |E
James E. Henson on the pane] !
and to a newspaper advertisement | W
placed yesterday by counc 3
J’ Y(YPPOHLI'\(\

The advertisement, unvmg the |5

3

man-

names of Davis, Holmes and Kir-
by, listed severa] things smention-|S

ed in a recent communitit] h‘\nks»‘;
[

giving luncheon and gsked, *‘With
v(h]i rvuml of deliievemsit, whe re |
is the necessity for a change in |
the form of your city government?” l

Pogue said the nd\'crtistm(:nx\‘
was obviously an attempt to' mi
lead the people by a.group trying)®
to take credit for all of tur's
accomplishments in the past year. |

He. expressed doubt that the| |
; |commission government could uke |
| credit sewers, an alert|]]
| Association of Commerce, and the i
|fact that the lake didn’t go dry
| Pogue said in a letter to Hen-

son that “it will be a sad day for|

Decatur and its people when we

{no longer can count on their in-
l(rresi and work in voluntary|
groups.”

Henson, an opposition mem-
ber on the Sunday night panel,|
had called for & restriction of the
influence of the Association of|
|Commerce and the newspapers in

4

for new

| Decatur affairs.

“You as a spokesman for those|
who would discourage this citizen|
interest will have to shoulder the

” |
responsibility for the disastrous
consequences of such a policy, if
it is followed,” Pogue wrote.
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Voters to Decide Tomorrow

Between the hours of 6 a. m. the opinion of two men who
to 5 p. m. Tuesday Decatur vot- have been head of the Decatur
government, Mayor Robert E.
Willis and Former Mayor Charles
E. Lee. Both say the council-
manager type is preferable to the
change to the council-manager present commission form
form. In o

It is worth considering that the
number of cities now have their jobs at stake; the Re
I-manager form of admin- tail Liquor Deal
istration is 1,200 and steadily and
growing while only 800 have
commission form and the num-
ber is decreasing, Most

In city after city where stu-

ers lL‘L le whether the

r city
shall continue with the commis-

sion form of government  or

position are three city

commissioners who for one thing
having
coun rs Association,

Macon Labor
1e for Political Action, a mi

Count

nority labor group.

ssive in this cam-
paign is those groups like
dents of city administration have{ the League of Women Voters,
thoroughly investigated the sev- | who have studied city
eral kinds of government, the/ ment, those who have given their
council-manager type has been| time and ability to serve on citi-
acclaimed the n
and progressive. have
Over the week end there have
been discussions on radio and
television,  advertisements  in
newspapers, letters to the editor, the kind
and direct mail appeals. Out- progr
ng in this

govern-

ns committees, and those who
gated cities
both forms of administration, are
recommending that the council
manager tvpe of government is

business-like

under

of administration that

ssive, growing city like De

stand barrage is catur should have.




TWENTY-TWO PAGES TODAY.

W BN o i

Tk

Decatur Residents
Decide Tomorrow on
Form of Government

Polls Open In
44 Precincts
From 6 to 5

Decator voters go to the polls
tomorrow to decide whether the
city shall change from commission
to council-manager government,

The question before voters is:

““Shall the City of Decatur, Illi-
nois adopt the managerial form of
municipal government?”

A “yes” vote is for city mana-
ger, a “no” vote against the
change.

Election Facts

Polls will be open from 6
a.m.to5p.m.

Map of precinets and list of
polling places on page 3.

Qualified Decatur residents
who have lived in [llinois 2
year, Macon County 90 days,
and the same precinct 30 days,
are eligible to vote.

Registration is not required.

All taverns in the city will be
closed during voting hours.

How many will vote—and how
they will vote—is anybody's guess.

Before the absentee voting dead-
line Saturday, 127 absentee ballots
were cast.

There were 67 absentee votes on
the public housing-daylight item
referendum, when some 14,300
ballots were cast. There were 172
absentee votes in some 12,000
counted in the tax referendum.
There were 320 absentees when
some 23,600 voted in the 1951
city general election.

The figures show how the ratio
of absentee voting to election bal-
loting varies. An average for the
three elections is about 90 votes
for each absentee ballot.

That would indicate a vote of
only around 11,400 in tomorrow’s
referendum, but observers expect

TV Talks Give

Pros, Cons

City Government Topic for Panel

Friends and foes of council-
manager government for Decatur
gave their views last night in a
television panel discussion.

Speaking against the change

to the accomplishments of the pres-
ent commission form.

Lindsay characterized the coun-
cil-manager plan as “a more effi-
cient form of city government”

were Finance Commissioner Dnniwhich puts voters in the position

F. Davis and Attorney James E.|

ot stockholders who select a coun-

Henson. Speaking for it were Ed-|cil which acts as a board of direc-

ward Lindsay, editor of Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers, snd Mrs.
H. W. Gibson of the League of
Women Voters.

The program was broadcast from
station WTVP. Robert L. Shade,
station news director, was modera-
tor.
Lindsay and Mrs. Gibson
stressed the efficiency of the coun-
cil-manager form of government,

while Davis and Henson pointed

sional approach from someone es-
pecially trained in government.”

Opponents to Change
On Television Tonight

Opponents of council-manager
government for Decatur will pre-
sent their arguments in a televi-
sion program at 7 p. m. today from
station WTVP,

David Beggs, I11, spokesman for
the g?uup, will be introduced by
Donald Jones, Decatur attorney.

The opposition group is organ-
ized as the Special Friends of
Good Government in  Decatur.
Beggs suid it is a diverse group of
local residents who have no com-
mon interest except opposition to
the council-manager form “at this
time.” Beggs said representatives
of labor, business and the profes-
sions are inclded. ;i

Beggs, a Decatur resident who
teaches school at Pana, said the
I'V program was arranged to al-
low the organization to present its
reasons for urging defeat of the
council-manager  proposal  in
tomorrow’s referendum,

Page Advertisement
Brings Reaction

Leaders of the council-manager

the total to be higher than that, | movement today took issue with a

Pogue Says Anti-A of C

Remarks Were ‘Uniortunate’
Association of Commerce Presi-

dent Harold Pogue today made a

quick reaction to Attorney James

full-page advertisement placed by
Commissioners Cody Holmes, Don
Davis and Lyle Kirby under the
headline “You cannot argue with
success.””

Listing thiﬁ< mentioned in the

E. Henson's plea for re-
striction of “the influence of the
Association of Commerce and the
newspapers,” in Decatur affairs.

Henson’s remarks were made
yesterday in a TV discussion of 2
proposed change to council-man-
ager government for Decatur,

In a letter to Henson, Pogue
said the remarks were “unfortu-
nate.”

“It will be a sad day for De-
catur and its people . . . when we
no longer can count on their
interest and work in voluntary
groups,” Pogue said.

“If your advice is followed, the
Decatur community will be re-
tarded in its growth and in the
development of services and im-
provements . . . You as a spokes-
man for those who would discour-
age this citizen interest, will have
to shoulder the responsibility for
the disastrous consequences of
such a policy, if it is followed.”

Pogue listed 16 accomplishments
which he said were the results of
efforts of the A of C, “often in
the face of violent opposition.’
These included Lake Decatur,
Lake Shore Drive, the airport,
sewage disposal vlant and new

hanksgiving  lunch-
eon 1 st week, the ad asks, “With
this record of achievement, where
is the necessity for a change in the
form of your city government?”

President Harold Pogue of the
Association of Commerce said the
ad was "“obviously an attempt to
mislead the people."

What the council-manager foes
were doing, Pogue said, was trying
to take credit for all of Decatur’s
accomplishments in the past year.

"“They're saying, in effect, ‘these
things could not have come with-
out a commission form of govern-
ment’,” Pogue observed.

He didn’t think the commission
form could take credit for things
like new sewers that brought the
Caterpillar plant, an alert Associa-
tion of Commerce, and the good
fortune that Lake Decatur didn’t
go dry.

The point of the ad, Pague said,
is “entirely erroneous,” from the
heading right on down. “You can
argue with success,” he said,
“Russia has been pretty successful,
and certainly we don't agree with
her methods.”

Mrs. John Donovan, president
of the League of Women Voters,
said friends of council-manager

tors and chooses a manager to carry
out its policies.

“This is the way nearly every
successful organization operates in
the United States,” he said.

Mrs. Gibson said the League of
Women Voters " has found the
council-manager form “the most
efficient, democratic and econom-
ical”” type of city government.

She said the drive here for o
change in government was origi-
nated by the League, and not by
“the Lindsays, the Association of
Commerce or the west end” as
council-manager opponentsclaim.

Davis said activities of the city
during the last 20 or 30 years
show that it has a modern form of
government, not an outmoded one.

Lindsay said the present City
Council made a good record dur-
ing its first two years. But in the
last 14 months, he said, Davis and
Commissioners y R. Holmes
and Lyle Kirby have acteddas an
obstructionist group.

Henson argued that the present
Council has done a good job and
“differences of opinion on the
council are healthy.”

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-
etnment,”  Henson said. 1 be-
lieve that the power to make all |
appointments is too much author-
ity for one man.”

In closing, Henson called for
defeat of the Council-manager pro-
posal and restriction of the “influ-
ence of the Association of Com- |
merce and the newspapers.”
Council Members Hit
‘Dhstructionists Use

Two members of the City Coun-
|¢il bristled this morning at being
|called “obstructionists”” during ¢
\television debate of the proposed
change to council-manager gov-

e

Health Commissioner Czdg R
Holmes said the term, used by
Edward Lindsay, editor of Lind{
say-Schaub Newspapers, is “on
ot the biggest lies I believe I’
listenied to in this campaign.”

Street Commissioner Lyle Kitl
said, “I don't think it was fair
for them to call us that.”

In a TV discusssion yesterday,
Lindsay saiid that Kirby, Ho]myu
and Finance Commissioner Don
F. Davis have acted as an “ob-
structionist group” within the City
Council for the last 14 months,

Kitby charged that the “obstruc-
tionist”’ tag was hung on the group
because they: are opposed ‘to the
proposed change to the council-
manager form of government.

“I've always been for the best
interests of Decatur,” Kirby said.
“Never, at no time, have I ever
cast a vote against what I think are
the best interests of Decatur. I love
Decatur.”

Kirby said he opposes council-
manager government  because  he
“knows personally that it is maore
costly.”

Holmes said *“ I don’t know
where Mr. Lindsay gets his_opin-
ion that three members of the
council have been obstructionist.

vrovements in the last 14 monthsla




Lhe question betore yoters is:

“Shall the City of Decatur, Ili-
nois adopt the managerial form of
municipal gavernment?”’

A “yes” vote is for city mana-

ger, a ‘“no” vote against the

change.

Election Facts

Polls will be
a.m.to 5 p.m,

Map of precinets and list of
polling places on page 3

Qualified Decatur residents
who have lived in Illinois a
year, Macon County 90 days,
and the same precinct 30 days,
are eligible to vote.

Registration is not required.

All taverns in the city will be
closed during voting hours

open from 6

How many will vote—and how
they will vote—is anybody’s guess.

Before the absentee voting dead-
line Saturday, 127 absentee ballots
were cast.

There were 67 ab:
the public housing-daylight item
referendum, when some 14,300
ballots were cast. There were 172
absentee votes in 12,000
counted in the tax referendum.
There were 320 absentees when
some 23,600 voted in the 1951
general election.

entee votes on

some

city

The figures show how the ratio
of absentee voting to election bal
loting varies. An average for the
three elections is about 90 votes
for each absentee ballot,

That would indicate a vote of
only around 11,400 in tomorrow's
referendum, but observers ¢
the total to be higher than that,

Pogue Says Anti-A of C
Remarks Were ‘Uniortunate’
Association of Commexce Presi-
dent Harold Pogue today made 2
quick reaction to Attorney James
E. Henson's television plea for re-
striction of “the influence of the
Association of Commerce and the
newspapers,” in Decatur affairs.

Henson’s remarks made
yesterday in a TV discussion of &
proposed change to council-man
ager government for Decatur.

In a letter to Henson, Pogue
said the remarks were “‘unfortu-
nate.””

“It will be a sad day for De-
catur and its people , . .
no longer can count their
interest and work in voluntary
groups,” Pogue said.

“If your advice is followed, the
Decatur community will be re
tarded in its growth and in the
development of services and im-
provements . , . You as a spokes-
man for those who would discour-
age this citizen interest, will have
to shoulder the responsibility for
the disastrous consequences of
such a policy, if it is followed.”

Pogue listed 16 accomplishments
which he said were the results of
efforts of the A of C, “often in
the face of violent opposit
These included Lake D
Lake Shore Drive, the airport,
sewage disposal plant and new
industries. .

Mayor, Former Mayor
Speak for City Change

Mayor Robert E. Willis yester-
day branded as “not true” state-
ments that Decatur has good mu-
nicipal government.

In a television appearance yes-
terday, Willis said, “We have
heard a good deal about how cheap
it is to live in Decatur and about
the fine City Council we have,”
yvet “‘every Councilman has spent
the past three vears telling the pea-
ple how cruelly we are limited be-
cause we are short of money.”

Willis and former Mayor
Charles E. Lee discussed tomor-
row’s council-manager referendum
in a broadcast yesterday afternoon
from station WTVP,

Willis said complaints
councilmen about limited financ-
ing have been silenced recently,
but are certain to arise again,
cither from present Council mem-
bers, or their successors.

Lee said he thought the council-
manager plan permits “a profes-

-
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on

from

when we |
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|local who have no com-|“differences of opinion on the
mon interest except opposition to|council are healthy.”
|the council-manager form “at this
B representatives
of labor, business and the profes-
sions are inclded

sion program at 7
station WTVP,

residents

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-
Henson said. “I
|lieve that the power to make all
appointments is too much author.
| Beggs, a Decatur resident who ity for one man.”

s Pana, the
)gram was arranged to al-| g
m to ]![!‘C‘!( its

{time.” sgs said

emment,’ be-

teaches school said

v

low the organiz

at In closing, Henson called for
efeat of the Council-manager pro-
posal and restriction of the “influ
ence of the Association of Com-
merce and the newspapers.”

pre

reasons for urging defeat of the
council-mana proposal  in
tomorrow’s referendum.

| y Council Members Hit
Page Advertisement ‘Obstructionists Use

s ;
Brings Reaction : | Pyt st of the Clty Count
Teadeis ‘of the coitncil-manager |l Voted o

morning at being

nent today took issue wi called “‘obstructionists”  during
Vert nt’ placed A
advertisement placed bylielevision debate of the proposec
‘\ ommissioners Cody Holmes, Don| chanee to  council-tanager v

|Davis and Lyle Kirby under the|ermment

3 h . yesterday.
Iheadline “You cannot argue with

Health Commissioner
Holmes said the term,
d in the|Edward Lindsay, editor
community. Thanksgiving lunch-|gy.Schaub Newspapers,

week, the ad asks, “With |of the biggest lies I believe I've
this record of achievement, where|jigened to in this ¢ ampaign.”’

Cody R
used by
of Lind

is “one

success.”
Listing things menti

eon | st

is the necessity a change in the

Street Commissioner Lyle
said, "I don’t think
President Harold Pogue of the | for them to call
Associat of
|ad was

form of vour city government?’

it was fa
s that.”

In a TV discusssion yesterday,
an attempt 10|] jnds Kirby, Holmes

ommissioner

Commerce said the

“obviously
the people Finance C
| What the council-manager f Davis have acted as an
| were doing, Pogue said, was trying | structionist group™ within the City
to take credit for all of Decatur's|Council for the last 14 months.

accomplishments in the past year Kirby charged that the *
| € | tioni
| things could not have come with-|because

misle:

|and
oes| F

‘obstruc-

“They're saying, in eftect, ‘th

tag was hung on the group
they are opposed ‘to the
ion form of govern-|proposed change to the council-
ment’,” Pogue observed. manager form of government.
“I've always been for the best
form could take credit for things|interests of Decatur,” Kirby said.
like new sewers that brought the|“Never, at no time, have I ever
Caterpillar plant, an alert Associa-|cast a vote against what 1 think are
tion of Commerce, and the good|the best interests of Decatur. I lovel
fortune that Lake Decatur didn't|Decatur.”
go dry |
T'he point of the ad, Pogue
is “entirely L'Y.'I‘\HG"H‘,”

out @ cornmi

He didn't think the commission

Kirby said he opposes council-|
said, | manager he
y that it is more

government because
from the | “knows personall
heading right on down. “You can |costly.”
argue with success,”” he said,| Holmes said ** I don't know
“Russia has been pretty successful, |where Mr. Lindsay gets his opin-
and certainly we don't agree with|ion that three s of the
her methads. {council have been obstructioni:
Mrs. John Donovan, president|I believe everyone around this table|$
of the League of Women Voters,|agrees that we've had more im-|$
said friends of nager | provements in the last 14 months|a
“have never argued that we don’t|completed than any other Coun-|e

have good government.

member

council-m

feil.” |F
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| Government Forms Discussed by TV Panel

.- This was the scene last night  government. Left to right are
in fhe WTVP television studio Edward Lindsay and Mrs. H,

dunpg a panel discussion on W, Gibson, who spoke in favor

thc:&ﬁm]-manager form  of of the change to council-man-

PRSI

ager government; Moderator Bob
Shade, and Finance Commis-
sioner Don F, Davis and At
torney James E. Henson, who

IEPX‘ESCl’lted the opposition .

(Herald and Review Photo)

DavTy—sers
nning to insure “‘orderly
ent of residential, com-
nd industrial areas.”

ty said the present city
nade some outstanding ac-
ments during its first two |
: that in the last 14 months

E d i tO l' i a l S: These Are Our Opinic:ms/d‘° g

Council-Manager Plan Rejected in First Time Around
AMONG the reasons offered

.

in explanation of the 2 to 1
rejection of the Council-manager
form of government for Decatur
in Tuesday's referendum, two are
outstanding:

1. Decatur has been blessed
with good city ‘administration in
recent years under the commis-
sion form of government and
many voters asked: Why change?

2, Opponents of the proposal
to change over to a council-man-
ager form, with a policy making
Council and a hired city manager
as administrator, were able to cul-
tivate an effective tax scare.

Discussion of the comparative

commission forms was discourag-
ed in a storm of personalities,
extraneous issues and irrespon-
sible charges, particularly in the
field of taxation. Voters were
frightened by threats of taxes that
might someday be proposed.

Since three members of the
Council who led the opposition
to the council-manager proposal
are expected to seek re-clection
next spring, they have an obliga-
tion to provide the kind of gov-
ernment that will justify the faith
of those who supported their view
in the referendum.

The three were accused of
“obstruction’” on the City Coun-

Now that they are no longer
compelled to "consider the im-
mediate political effect of their
Council votes, they have an im-
mediate opportunity to prove the
effectiveness of 'the commission
form of government, which they
prefer.

Those groups and individuals
who believe the council-inanager
form of government is best for
cities the size of Decatur have lost
a first skirmish. They have learn-
ed a lot. They will try again in
due season, encouraged by the
historical record which shows that
Decatur noisily rejects a good idea
when it is first proposed and
then, in calm and sober mood,

i of the council, Commis-
Davis, Cody R. Holmes
e Kirby, has acted as an
onist group.

mn arg%lred Ptha! the present
has done a good job and
ifferences of opinion on
icil are healthy.”

and taxes under the coun-
ger form also were used |
tents against the change.

on said there is no assur-
t council members’ salaries
any lower under the coun-l
iger system because there
estrictions on salaries. |
so0 questioned whether De- |
n find a ‘“‘superman ciry!
** who can handle all ad-|

merits of the cauncil-manager and il during the last 14 ‘months.

aa Vhan e

mbraces it. i i
emb ju. s it = tive duties.

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-
ernment,” Henson said. “I be-
lieve that the power to make all
appointments is too much authori-
ty for one man.”

Davis said that under the coun-
cil-manager form there would be
nothing to prevent the manager
and council from adopting various
“‘nuisance” taxes without the con-
sent of the voters.

Mrs. Gibson answered Davis’
comment by saying that a referen-|
dum would still be necessary to in-|
crease any of the major taxes.

In their closing remarks Hen-
son called for defeat of the coun-
cil-manager proposal and restric-
tion of “the influence of the As-
sociation of Commerce and the
newspapers,” and Lindsay point-
ed out that the city’s accomplish-|
ments in recent years have been |
based on the work of citizens’
committees, ‘“‘many of them Asso-|
ciation of Commerce committees.” |

i its policies. &
: “This is the way nearly every
! successful organization operates in
[ the United States,” Lindsay said.
Mrs. Gibson said the council-
manager form was found to be the
“most efficient, democratic and
economical” type of city govern-
ment in a careful study of the sub-
ject by the League of Women Vot-
ers. f
She said the movement for the |
change in government here was|
fostered by tie League and not by |
“the Lindsays, the Association of
Commerce or the west endi* as
council-manager opponents claim.
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Dr. Royden Dangerfield

i Dangerfield
Is Speaker

Dr. Royden Dangerfield, di-
rector of the University of Illinois
Institute of Government and Pub-
lic Affairs, will speak at'a Thurs-
|day luncheon meeting of the De-|
catur League of Women Voters in
the Decatur Club.

Dr. Dangerfield will discuss
“What World Trade Means To

You” as the opening activity of a
|League trade survey, The Decatur
|group has assumed responsibility
!for the survey in the 22nd Con-
|gressional  District. It will co-
operate with other League groups
in Champaign, Lincoln and Mat-
toon.

The actual survey will begin
later, probably a few weeks from
now.

Dr. Dangerfield has studied in
Switzerlaind and England and
served government and military
organizations in the Far East and
Europe. In addition he is author
of several books and articles on
history, economics, political science
and trade.

The Thursday luncheon at 1
p. m. in the Decatur Club is oper
to both men and women of ¢
community, Reservations for
luncheon should be made
Mis. James W. Hurley, 15
Main  8t.,, by Tuesday
Tickets are $1.50 each.

'Javmarv 16,485

PEOs Have Women Vaters

| And Scandinayian Programs -

‘ BC Chapter®of PEO will smeet |
at 1:30 p. m. Monday in the home
of Mrs. R. E. Greenfield, 288 §.
Westlawn Ave. Mrs. John Dono- |
van will be in charge of the pro-|
Igram entitled “The League of|
|Women Voters and the Commu-|
[nity,” Mrs, William Winn will

[assist. A tea will follow. f

Janar\[ 16,1958

N‘W;;'ld Tra‘de Survey’ Is Topic
 For Women Voters Unit Study

“World Trade Survey” will be|Wednesday in the Decatur Public

the topic for umit meetings of
League of Women Voters this
week, The discussions are in con-
nection with Dr. Royden Danger-
field’s talk for the League on
|world trade at a luncheon last
| Thursday in the Decatur Club.
Mrs, Walter Morey and Mrs.
|Arthur Adelman are in charge of
‘lhe unit meeting at 9:30 a. m,
|Wednesday in the YMCA. An-
lothcr group will meet at 7:30 p.m.

Library. The committee in charge
is Mrs. Fred Bartley, Mrs. Fred
Schudel and Mrs. F. A, MacKay,
general chaitrman of the interna-
tional relations field of the Deca-
tur League.

Mrs. E. L. Simmons, 610
Southmoreland Pl. will be hostess
to a League meeting at 1:30 p. m.
Thursday. Mrs. H. J. Pettee and
Mrs. R. E. Greenfield are on the
committee.
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Canvass to Decide
hool Charter Wednesday Demo Sheriff Race

> Specig™

the Big Vote

Polls Six Times in 1954

usual strong resistance to tax in-
creases. They turned down both
measures.

The maintenance tax proposal
was defeated 2,955 to 1,802, and
the swimming pool idea, 3,510

to 1,308, or about three to one.
e e T — .

have affected Decatur's form of
government.

The proposition was: “*Shall
the city olP Decatur adopt the
managerial form of municipal
government?”’

__Opponents  of the Council-
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’ Mrs. Thelma Entler, occupa-  to members o the League of mittee, is next to Mrs. Entler
tional therapist at Decatur and -~ Women Voters who toured and Mrs. John Donavan, presi-

Macon' County Hospital, shows  various weliare and health agen-  dent of the League, s third
some patient handicraft work  cies today. Mrs. Ayrlie Morris,  from left in the tront row.
| chairman of the welfare com- (Herald and Review Photo)

Voters League
Makes Tour

Twenty-four members of the
League of Women Voters today
|were touring Decatur’s family, de-

pendency, and some of the health

agencies. ‘
| The tour was sponsored by the|
Council of Social Agencies. Robert|
L. Harlan, assistant executive sec-
|retary, escorted the party.

| This morning they visited the
[Iinois Public Aid Commission,
|Decatur and Macon County Hos-
|pital and the Community Clinics,
|and the Salvation Army. At lhe’
|Salvation Army, where the group
stopped for lunch, representatives
of Family Service and Catholic
|Charities explained their programs.

This afterncon the group was
to visit the Day Nursery and the
|Cirls Welfare Home.
| Later tours will be arranged for
other Decatur agencies,

Robert L. Staley, executive sec-
retary of the council, pointed out
|that the council conducts a con-
ltinuing study of the agencies’ pro-
grams and finances and coordi-
nates activities.

Decatur, according to Staley, is
the smallest citt to have a Com-
munity Clinics; is the smallest citv
to have an adequate Day Nursery|
program, and that few cities of
| Decatur’s size have either a bays
jhumc or girls home, while Decdtur
{has both.







League Plans Candidates’ Meeting

Mrs. William R. Winn (left)
chairman, and Mrs. Thomas Mc-
Cracken of the League of Wom-
en Voters meet with Dr. Daniel
Gage, professor of history at
Millikin University, who “will

be moderator for the League's Mrs. T L. Hurst, Mrs. Nat
candidates’ meeting Feb. 17 at  Kessler, Mrs. Perely Lupton,
Decatur High School. Other® Mrs. Ayrlie Morris and Mirs.
committee members are Mrs. . S. Schudel.

C. F. Gebhardt, Mrs. H. W,
Gibson, Mrs. James W. Hurley

(Herald and Review Photo)

Fehruq"\{ 10,1455

Candidates
To Give Views
On 3 Issues

Candidates in the March 1 city
primary election w ill be on display
next week at a public meeting ar-
ranged by the League of Women
Voters.

I'he candidates will be asked to
present their ideas on three major
city problems: Water supply, city
revenue and home rtule. They also
will be asked to answer questions
submitted by the audience.

The meeting is set for 8:15
p. m. Feb. 17 in the Decatur High
School auditorium. Mrs. William
Winn, chairman of the meeting,
|said 22 of the 25 candidates have
{ promised to be present.

Each mavor and commissioner
candidate will be allotted five min-
utes to outline his platform. Police
magistrate candidates will be intro-
}‘rluccd. but will not spcak.v Dr.
Daniel ]J. Gage, history professor
at Millikin University, will be
moderator.

|
|

After the speaking, questions
submitted by the audience will be
put to the ‘candidates. The ques-
tions will be written ons blanks
provided on the program.*A com-
mittee of League of Wonten Voters
members will screen the questions,
Mrs. Winn said, to weed out the
inappropriate ones.

The audience also will answer
some questions. The League has
prepared a questionnaire asking
what methods are preferred for in-
creasing the city's income. The
choices are:

Increasing property taxes

Increasing water rates

Increasing liquor license fees

Adding a city sales tax

Adding a wheel tax

Adding a cigaret tax.

The Woodrow Wilson Junior
High School band will provide

music before the program begins.

When Candidates
M owid S ¢
Face the Voters

THE League of Women Voters
is one of the few organizations in
the country interested primarily in
presenting non-partisan forums in
which opposing candidates for pub-
lic office are given a chance to face
the voters and express themselves
on the issues of the moment,

Candidates welcome this oppor-
tunity to present their individual
cases. This is direct selling — the
most impressive kind — and any
thoughtful,  sincere  candidate
should be prepared to deliver.

Such a meeting will be held on
March 11 “in the Decatur High
School auditorium under the spon-
sorship of the Macon County

. League of Women Voters. Demo-

cratic and Republican county, dis-
trict and state candidates are in-
vited.

They will be asked to comment
Tt e Mandidaree will
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Primary Candidates Will
Appear To Give Views

The League of Women Voters of Decatur are hav
lits seventh meeting tomght at Decatur High Sch
lauditorium to hear the viewpoints of primary candid:
{for mayor and commissioner. The meeting will begin
18:15 and is open to the public. Twenty-one of the
candidates running in the March | primary will app
Dr. Daniel Gage will serve as moderator.

Each candidate will be g
five minutes to discuss one o
of the questions which were
1out L;&‘AMM
lthe League.
| 1. Do you believe the water
icy set up for the next 3C 3
is adequate or would you m
it in any way?

The League outlined the t
year water policy as: gates
1Lake Decatur dam, expa
i~f the water treatment plant
| |pounding of water Lehind :
#lond dam, and other retails ¢
fithirty yvear policy to insure
flquate water supply for Dec
| 2. Do you believe that pn
_icity revenues «re adequate
I, (a) take care of all proj
isalary increases for city
*|ployes.

" (b) open thr three closed
stations, equip and man
-las well as replace the prese

Myear old fire equipment.

(¢) Increase the membe
1| jour police department o 1
adoquale city coverage.

l: (d) Clean, maintain and e
lour system of sewer mains
rilaterals.

‘ (e) Finance our present £
r'|street program to .nsure ade
streets and subways to keep
rifie moving.

(f) Alleviate our present
ing problems.

| The question further asks
t-|ca s, “If you do not b
|{that present city revenues

-lcover the above items.”

|forms of taxation should

added to increase the city
nue, or should nothing be
about the above items.

3. Do you helieve that de
(legislative and administ
llcontrol of cities should be 1
~lin the General Assembly? 1
'lwhpt phases of city admir
ritionido you feel would be ha
more efficiently if city ofl
~had a freer hand?

f} This question regards *“h




Decatur, Tlinoie, Friday, February 18, 1955, THE DECA
Voters Hear Decatur Candldates

Wide Variance Offered
By Meeting Speakers
By Bill Hinds
Of The Review Staff

Voters were offered a  wide

toilets can't afford inside ph
ing.”

l'o Homer L. Chastain, ca
date for re-election as commiss
er: How soon will we get w
in Forest Knolls? Answer:
range of choices last night as mavor spring.”’

and commissioner candidates gave To Enoch Pinkston, com

sioner candidate: Who will
nance the parking building
propose? Answer: ‘1 have a i
cier willing to build it and
municipal auditorium, too.

after he gets his monev back
a small rate of interest he'l] tu
over to the city, lhe interest
would be 4 per cent.

Magistrate Hopefuls There
Three of the four candidate:
police magistrate appeared on
stage at the meeting of city ca
dates last night in Decatur I
Sghsnl Amhmrmm They,

their views on running the city.
1\” HTI‘(‘(' mavor LJ'IH‘H'.H{'\ .Hl(l

16 of 18 commissioner candidates
spoke at the League of Women
Voters meeting in the Decatur
High School auditorium. About
300 persons attended,

'I{\l\ and water \ul\p’\ were
the two problems most often men-
tioned by the candidates. Answers
o IIW money p)nM('m l':m:(‘d from
a sales tax and city income tax to
“we have enough monev now”
Ideas on water supply: included
continuing the present program
and “'oaino up north and carch
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Candidates Give Platform Ideas

The th : ‘candidates for mayor

Herbert E. Hill ~

county treasurer,  endorses ‘the given to building another dam up-
City Council’s water supply pro-|stream from the present lake. For
gram and the advisory committee’s| parking relief, he believes that pri-
recommendations for future de-|vate capital, especially downtown
velopments. stores, should participate.

and 18 for city commissioner nomi-
 nations in the March 1 city pri-

mary are given a. chance here to
 state briefly some of their platform

Herbert E. Hill (street) backs
present water supply plans, in-|
cluding  two more reservoirs

s g - . ;o tinue the water supply program i

; Trcfcrence, the first listed is usual- provcxlng LBlicoadS;lvay g;)im. Pershing easeadit 1y thgpéitiz}e)nsg ad-|though it might at times result ad-|
ytheﬁtstd.,mce' 3 Road to Lake Shore Drive. visory committee. He favors the versely for his own department. A
TheSeiiflesss also jre expect-|  Sablotny says the need for dow"'ibond issue” for grade separations, | Strict economies should be ob-|

. ed to give some of their views at|¢own parking is urgent. He favors a street progiam generally follow-|served in all departments, he says.
b a meeting sponsored by the League the program now underway and ing recommendations in the Loch- Cody R. Hol 3
i of Women Voters in the Decatur | believes its progress should not be Yor et S The presisis. oft- ody R. Holmes
fu High School auditorium at  8:15 [gowed by “quibbling over unim- sl Park'in deis. P The new . Commissioner Cody R. Holmes =
: p.m. Thursday. portant details.” City Cguncil,g hf says, should con-| (‘heahl!,]) st e vcity d;:f initely (S
Mayor Candidates He says it is ridiculous to pre-|tinue to hold expenses down and m‘tm g ]mfore dre.\ g, thf“ {:es- frj
5 Don F. Davis tend the city can meet it¢ lack of seek all possible means of addi-|*™ gjnera th‘un mcor.r;)c] a}s_[ f" 5
o : 45 firemen and policemen without|tional revenue so that fire and poi e se. e pomiBle. Hedle i3
Finance Commissioner Don F. ’ ]

 the city should have more of them
- downtown, Taxes, he says, will
- eventually have to be raised if the
. city is to perform added services.

“and make the force larger and bet-

 ideas.
Commissioner candidates have
- also designated their preference in

nt assignment if elected.

- Where there is more than one ments should be widening and im-

Davis, leting his first term on
the Citcym&uncigl, has called for
further economies and continuation
of programs started by the present
Council. &

He includes in these pr
water supply, off-street paroﬂ:
street an?ni‘]road grade separa-
tions. He also feels that a knowl-
edge of city finances, current
needs and problems are necessary
for the office. :

Davis advocates sanitary lateral
and storm sewer ms, im-
proved public relations, centraliz-
ed purchasing, civil service for city
employes, identification of all city
cars and social security for ci
workers (this would need enabling
legislation ). :

In addition to further econ-
omies, Davis says that additional
revenues must be found to increase
fir(la and police department person-
nel.

Roy F. Morville
Roy F. Morville intends to
carry through the plans for two
new grade separations. He says
he would make some personnel
changes in the police department

ter.
He believes a candidate’s views

on finances can’t be completely

formulated until he gets in office

" Ibers of any City Council, Sablotny

He says the Grand and Garfield
grade se}parations must be pushed
to completion as rapidly as pos-
sible. Among major stieet deverop-

an increase in revenue. He will
study various means of obtaining
revenue and present factors on
which the people can make a de-
cision.

While differences of opinion
are bound to occur among mem-

thinks a frank ‘and straightforward
approach can settle these differ-

Homer L. Chastain
Commissioner Homer L. Chas-

tain (water) has said he is primar-
ily interested in re-election to con-

lice protection can be improved.

Carl L. Cordes
Carl L. Cordes (prefers at this

time not to state his choice of de-
paranents) favors dredging Lake
Decatur to increase its storage ca-
pacity and advocates another dam
in the Rea's Bridge vicinity, He

wants more  off - street parking

ences in a beneficial way.
Commissioner Candidates

James L. Atkins

James L. Atkins (health, street)
believes at least a four-story struc-
ture should be built on the city
parking lot to provide more down-
town parking.

He favors continuation of pres-
ent plans for the water supply pro-
gram, possibly with a second dam|it
and waterworks for emergencies
and expansion, and carrying out|F
the grade separation program,

Atkins thinks a more modern
tratfic control system is needed
and that police and fire depart-
ments should be brought to full
strength. Like City Councils,
he wgould be g%avs:rr';y to a large
degree by recommendations of civic
committees and competent engi-
neering firms.

Charles E. Buckley
Charles E. Buckley (street) says

and has a chance to study them.
In view of the success of - the
municipal parking lot, he believes

Clarence A. Sahlotny

one of the city’s needs is a shake-

up of the police department which
discourteous in Illinois.” He also

by about five men. At least two L
of the closed firehouses

re-opened, he says. He

Clarence A. Sablotny, former

should

downtown
through private capital.

vors the present water supply and
he describes as “one of the most grade separation programs. After
reading reports on water supply
advocates enlarging the department studies, he is convinced dredging

should be|He also believes the city needs
believes more through streets and
that raising the Lake Decatur Dam development of Broadway high on
be postponed and priority the priority list.

downtown, financed by private
capital. Although he personally
looks with disfavor .on daylight
time, he says it should be decided
upon by the public in a referen-

dum. He says the city must seek
other sources of revenue besides
property taxes.

Matthew O. Finnegan
Matthew O. Finnegan (health)

thinks that the city should operate |

s own garbage collection service

when this is financially possible.

le favors multi-story structures for
parking, deve]oped‘

He believes the city must have

eventually. Some means must be
found to restore fire and police

cleaner. Hill would work in harm-
ony with other commissioners, al-

vors a half-cent city sales tax over
a cigaret tax or other such taxes
because the sales tax would be
shared equally by all and because
relatively small levies on each per-
son would result in a large income.
With additional revenues, Holmes

tions as possible. He would impose

new taxes only after they have been
approved by referendum.
Paul H, Kalem

Paul H. Kalem (health) advo-

cates free garbage disposal service

liness of the city.

Forest L. Kirby
Forest L. Kirby (streets) has
called for an adequate long range

panding city, adequate water and
sewer facilities for industrial and
residential use, more city or pri-
vately owned parking lots, and
subways at high traffic count

|points to relieve traffic tie-ups and =

more revenue and that a city salesgpm"ide a higher safety standard.

or income tax would be the most
equitable source, though he would

Jimes F. Lee
James F. Lee (water or streets)

have no objection to a cigaret tax.
He also wants to
strength of the fire and police de-
partments, and reopen as many fire
stations as possible.

increase the

Pledger L. Hensley
Pledger L. Hensley (street) fa-

ake Decatur is not the answer.

lists the

for spreading lqi .:.
permanent pavement, if possible,
|on some streets which now have

g _'.~quxb and gutter.

i

Enoch P. Pinkstan ‘

would reopen as many fire sta-|

as a means of improving the clean-

street program for a rapidly ex-|

says he has ideas for improving |

services which have been eliminat-|

ed. Streets and alleys should be|
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Decatur’s water supply situation. |

If elected, he says one of his main
objectives would be to obtain
fuller citizen participation in gov-

[

emnment. He says the parking|

problem is obviously one of the
city’s most serious.

Jack W. Loftus

City Clerk Jack W. Loftus (fi-&

nance) endorses present water sup-
ply policies plus an independent
administrative agency for the water

gram now under consideration,
continuation of the street improve-|

utility, the off-street parking pro-



s?

ideas.

(}enmn_&‘I ssioner &:n&d::: have
also designated their preference in
it g’:aﬁ:ssignmex?tt if elected.
. there is more than one
reference, the first listed is usual-
y the first choice.

The candidates also are expect-
" ed to give some of their views at
' a meeting sponsored by the League
' of Women Voters in the Decatur

i

- High School auditorium at 8:15

p-m. Thursday.
Mayor Candidates

Don F. Davis

Finance Commissioner Don F.

Davis, completing his first term on
the City ncil, has called for
further economies and continuation
of programs started by the present
Council.
He includes in these proimms
water supply, off-street parking,
street mcf railroad grade separa-
tions. He also feels that a knowl-
edge of city finances, current
needs and problems are necessary
for the office. ;

Davis advocates sanitary lateral
and storm sewer programs, im-
proved public relations, centraliz-
ed purchasing, civil service for city
employes, identification of all city
cars and social security for city
workers (this would need enabling
legislation ).

In addition to further econ-
omies, Davis says that additional
revenues must be found to increase
fire and police department person-
nel.

Roy F. Morville
Roy F. Morville intends to
carry through the plans for two
new grade separations. He says
he would make some personnel

. changes in the police department

and make the force larger and bet-
ter.
He believes a candidate’s views
on finances can’t be completely
formulated until he gets in office
and has a chance to study them:

In view of the success of - the
municipal parking lot, he believes
the city should have more of them
downtown. Taxes, he says, will
eventually have to be raised if the
city is to perform added services.

Clarence A. Sablotny
Clarence A. Sablotny, former

recommendations for future de-
velopments.

He says the Grand and Garfield
grade separations must be pushed
to completion as rapidly as
sible. Among major street deve?c?;-
ments should be widening and im-
proving Broadway from. Pershing
Road to Lake Shore Drive.

Sablotny says the need for down-
town parking is urgent. He favors
the program now underway and
believes its progress should not be
slowed by “quibbling over unim-
portant details.”

He says it is ridiculous to pre-
tend the city can meet it§ lack of
firemen and policemen without
an increase in revenue. He will
study various means of obtaining
revenue and present factors on
which the people can make a de-
cision.

While differences of opinion
are bound to occur among mem-

bers of any City Council, Sablotny p

thinks a frank and straightforward
approach can settle these differ-
ences in a beneficial way.

Commissioner Candidates

James L. Atkins

James L. Atkins (health, street)
believes at least a four-story struc-
ture should be built on the city

town parking.

He favors continuation of pres-
ent plans for the water supply pro-
gram, possibly with a second dam
and waterworks for emergencies
and expansion, and carrying out
the grade separation program.

Atkins thinks a more modern
traffic control system is needed
and that police and fire depart-
ments should be brought to full
strength. Like past City Councils,
he would be governed to a large
degree by recommendations of civic
committees and competent engi-
neering Ffirms.

Charles E. Buckley

Charles E. Buckley (street) says
one of the city’s needs is a shake-
up of the police department which
he describes as ‘““one of the most
discourteous in Illinois.” He also
advocates enlarging the department
by about five men. At least two
of the closed firehouses should be
re-opened, he says. He believes
that raising the Lake Decatur Dam

should be postponed and priority

parking lot to provide more down- |

Homer L. Chastain
Commissioner Homer L. Chas-

" \tain (water) has said he is primar-

ily interested in re-election to con-
tinue the water supply program
recommended by the citizens ad-
visory committee. He favors the
bond issue for grade separations,
a street program generally follow-
ing recommendations in the Loch-
ner report, and the present off-
street parking plans. The new
City Council, he says, should con-
tinue to hold expenses down and
seek all possible means of addi-

lice protection can be improved.

Carl L. Cordes

Carl L. Cordes (prefers at this

time not to state his choice of de-
paraments) favors dredging Lake
Decatur to increase its storage ca-
acity and advocates another dam
in the Rea’s Bridge vicinity. He
wants more off - street parking
downtown, financed by private
capital. Although he personally
looks with disfavor on daylight
time, he says it should be dcciged
upon by the public in a referen-
dum. He says the city must seek
other sources of revenue besides
property taxes.
Matthew O. Finnegan
Matthew O. Finnegan (health)
thinks that the city should operate
its own garbage collection service
when this is financially possible.
He favors multi-story structures for
downtown  parking, developed
through private capital.
He believes the city must have
more revenue and that a city sales
or income tax would be the most
equitable source, though he would
have no objection to a cigaret tax.
He also wants to increase the
strength of the fire and police de-
partments, and reopen as many fire
stations as possible.
Pledger L. Hensley
Pledger L. Hensley (street) fa-
vors the present water supply and
grade separation programs. After
reading reports on water supply
studies, he is convinced dredging
Lake Decatur is not the answer.
He also believes the city needs
more through streets and lists the
development of Broadway high on

tional revenue so that fire and po-

relatively small levies on each per-|
son would result in a large income. a
With additional revenues, Holmes| =
would reopen as many fire sta-
tions as possible. He would impose

cluding two more reservoirs|
eventually. Some means must
found to restore fire and policel
services which have been eliminat-
ed. Streets and alleys should bel™
cleaner. Hill would work in harm-
ony with other commissioners, al-
though it might at times result ad-
versely for his own department.
Strict economies should be ob

served in all departments, he says.

Cody R. Holmes
Comimissioner Cody R. Holmes
(health) says the city definitel
must have more revenue, that pres-|
ent general fund income has been
spread as thin as possible. He fa-|
vors a half-cent city sales tax over|
a cigaret tax or other such taxes
because the sales tax would be
shared equally by all and because

new taxes only after they have been
approved by referendum.

Paul H. Kalem
Paul H. Kalem (health) advo-
cates free garbage disposal service
as & means of improving the clean-|
liness of the city. e i

Forest L. Kirhy
Forest L. Kirby (streets) has|
called for an adequate long range
street program for a rapigly ex- i
panding city, adequate water and|
sewer facilities for industrial and!
residential use, more city or pri-
vately owned parking lots, and
subways at high traffic count!
points to relieve traffic tie-ups and
provide a higher safety standard.

James F. Lee .
James F. Lee (water or streets)
says he has ideas for improving|
Decatur’s water supply situation.
If elected, he says one of his main|
objectives would be to obtain
fuller citizen participation in gov- -
ernment. He says the parking
problem is obviously one of the!
city’s most serious. st

Jack W. Loftus
City Clerk Jack W. Loftus (fi
nance) endorses present water sup
ply policies plus an independen
administrative agency for the water |
utility, the off-street parking pro-|
gram now under consideration, |

the priority list.

continuation of the street improve-|
e

tioval service, improved plannin
for spreading liquid asphalt an
permanent pavement, if possible,
on some streets which now have
;curb and gutter.

i ! Enoch P. Pinkston ‘

i i Enoch P. Pinkston (health) be-|
Jieves that more attention should
be given to juveniles and their|
problems. He wants a cleaner|
_ city, both streets and alleys, and|




home rule and ways to increase the|
city's revenue. After all have
poken, there will be a half-hour|
petiod of questions by the aud-|
nce. ;
The meeting will begin at 8:15}
. m. Dr. Daniel Gage, head of




given a. chance here to

' %somcofdacirplatform

Commissioner candidates have
also designated their preference in
department assignment if elected.
 Where there is more  than one
reference, the first listed is usual-
 ly the first choice. i
The candidates also are expect-
ed to give some og tllmeitrh viavs at
2 ing sponsore e League
;ofm;%np%oters inythe Decatur
- High School auditorium at 8:15
- p.m. Thursday.

Mayor Candidates

Don F. Davis

Finance Commissioner Don F.
Davis, completing his first term on
the City Council, has called for
further economies and continuation
of programs started by the present
Council.

He includes in these pm%:ams
water supply, off-street parking,
street and railroad grade separa-
tions. He also feels that a knowl-
edge of city finances, current
needs and problems are necessary
for the office. ¥

Davis advocates sanitary lateral
and storm sewer programs, im-
proved public relations, centraliz-
ed purchasing, civil service for city
employes, identification of all city
cars and social security for city
workers (this would need enabling
legislation ) .

In addition to further econ-
omies, Davis says that additional
revenues must be found to increase
fire and police department person-
nel.

Roy F. Morville

Roy F. Morville intends to

carry through the plans for two

new grade separations. He says

he would make some personnel

. changes in the police department

and make the force larger and bet-
ter.

He believes a candidate’s views
on finances can’t be completely
formulated until he gets in office
and has a chance to study them.

In view of the success of -the
municipal parking lot, he believes
the city should have more of them
downtown. Taxes, he says, will
eventually have to be raised if the
city is to perform added services.

Clarence A. Sahlotny
Clarence A. Sablotny,

e
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recommendations for future &:—]
velopments.

He says the Grand and Garfield
grade separations must be pushed
to completion as rapidly as -
sible. Among major street deveY:;-
ments should be widening and im-
proving Broadway from. Pershing
Road to Lake Shore Drive.

Sablotny says the need for down—]
town parking is urgent. He favors|
the program now underway and
believes its progress should not be
slowed by “quibbling over unim-
portant details.”

He says it is ridiculous to pre-
tend the city can meet it§ lack of
firemen and policemen without
an increase in revenue. He will
study various- means of obtaining
revenue and present factors on
which the people can make a de-
cision.

While differences of opinion
are bound to occur among mem-
bers of any City Council, Sablotny
thinks a frank and straightforward
approach can settle these differ-
ences in a beneficial way.

Commissioner Candidates

James L. Atkins

James L. Atkins (health, street)
believes at least a four-story struc-
ture should be built on the city
parking lot to provide more down-
town parking.

He favors continuation of pres-
ent plans for the water supply pro-
gram, possibly with a second dam
and waterworks for emergencies
and expansion, and carrying out
the grade separation program.

Atkins thinks a more modern
traffic control system is needed
and that police and fire depart-
ments should be brought to full
strength. Like past City Councils,
he would be governed to a large
degree by recommendations of civic
committees and competent engi-
neering firms.

Charles E. Buckley

Charles E. Buckley (street) says
one of the city’s needs is a shake-
up of the police department which
he describes as ‘“‘one of the most
discourteous in Illinois.,” He also
advocates enlarging the department
by about five men. At least two
of the closed firehouses should be
re-opened, he says. He believes

that raising the Lake Decatur Dam

vate capita

, especially d
stores, should participate.

Homer L. Chastain
Commissioner Homer L. Chas-

tain (water) has said he is primar-
ily interested in re-election to con-
tinue the water supply program
recommended by the citizens ad-
visory committee. Fe favors the
bond issue for grade separations,
a street program generally follow-
ing recommendations in the Loch-
ner report, and the present off-
street parking plans. The new
City Council, he says, should con-
tinue to hold expenses down and
seek all possible means of addi-
tional revenue so that fire and po-
lice protection can be improved.

Carl L. Cordes
Carl L."Cordes (prefers at this

time not to state his choice of de-
parcments) favors dredging Lake
Decatur to increase its storage ca-
pacity and advocates another dam
in the Rea's Bridge vicinity, He
wants more off - street parking
downtown, financed by private
capital. Although he personally
looks with disfavor .on daylight
time, he says it should be deciged
upon by the public in a referen-
dum. He says the city must seek
other sources of revenue besides
property taxes.
Matthew 0. Finnegan

Matthew O. Finnegan (health)
thinks that the city should operate
its own garbage collection service
when this is financially possible.
He favors multi-story structures for
downtown  parking, developed
through private capital.

He believes the city must have
more revenue and that a city sales
or income tax would be the most
equitable source, though he would
have no objection to a cigaret tax.
He also wants to increase the
strength of the fire and police de-
partments, and reopen as many fire
stations as possible.

Pledger L. Hensley
Pledger L. Hensley (street) fa-
vors the present water supply and
grade separation programs. After
reading reports on water supply
studies, he is convinced dredging
Lake Decatur is not the answer.
He also believes the city needs
more through streets and lists the

cluding two ¢
eventually. Some means must
found to restore fire and p E
services which have been eliminat-
ed. Streets and alleys should be|

cleaner. Hill would work in harm-
ony with other commissioners, al-
though it might at times result ad-
verﬁy for his own department.
Strict  economies should be ob-
served in all departments, he says.

Cody R. Holmes
Commissioner Cody R. Holmes
(health) says the city definitel
must have more revenue, that pres
ent general fund income has been|
spread as thin as possible. He fa-|
vors a half-cent city sales tax over|
a cigaret tax or other such taxes|
because the sales tax would bej
shared equally by all and because
relatively small levies on each per-
son would result in a large income.
With additional revenues, Holmes| =
would reopen as many fire sta-|
tions as possible. He would impose|
new taxes only after they have been| =
approved by referendum.

Paul H. Kalem
Paul H. Kalem (health) advo-,
cates free garbage disposal service
as a means of improving the clean-|
liness of the city. i g

Forest L. Kirhy
Forest L. Kirby (streets) has
called for an adequate long range
street program for a rapidly ex-
Pandin§ city, adequate water and
sewer facilities for industrial and!
residential use, more city or pri-|
vately owned parking lots, and
subways at high traffic count
points to relieve traffic tie-ups and

provide a higher safety standard.

Jdmes F. Lee

James F. Lee (water or streets) .
says he has ideas for improving
Decatur’s water supply situation.
If elected, he says one of his main|
objectives would be to obtain|
fuller citizen participation in gov-|
ernment. He says the parking
problem is obviously one of the!
city’s most serious.

Jack W. Loftus
City Clerk Jack W. Loftus (fi
nance) endorses present water sup-
ply policies plus an independen|
administrative agency for the water |
utility, the off-street parking pro-
gram now under consideration, |

should be postponed and priority

development of Broadway high on
the priority list. 3

continuation of the street improve-|

nioval service, improved plannin,
for spreading liquid asphalt an
permanent pavement, i possible,
on some streets which now have
curb and gutter,

| Enoch P. Pinkston

F

Enoch P. Pinkston (health) be-|
lieves that more attention should
be given to juveniles and their|
problems. He wants a cleaner|
_city, both streets and alleys, and|
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ALWAYS FlRST QUALITY!

when you buy on Penney’s

Perfect for Spring

Men's Flannel Suits

59

A quality suit for smart men embodying the latest

up-to-the-minute fashion styling. The Spring forecast

gives these suits the Number One spot. In light blue,

tan and grey. Sizes 34-44 in regulars, shorts and

longs.

Sireel Floor

Mix Match Trios

for Boys

475

Two outfits in one! Smart dark splash

ripple rayon-acelate sheen matching-suit

and light contrasting slacks. Trim 2:button

model in navy, brown, others. Sizes 10-20,

Buemtnt




To aid Decatur voters in
i knowing the candidates seeking
i election in Tuesday's primary
election, these * “‘thumb-nail”
biographies are offered.

Most of the material contained
in the sketches was supplied by
1 the candidates themselves. In
3 some cases further research was

made by The Herald and Re-

view.

For Mayor

Don F. Davis, 43, is completing
his Ffirst term as city finance com-
missioner and
seeks the office
of mayor. He
has been em-

loyed in the
Enance office
since 1940
when he was
named assistant
city clerk. He

was fity clefk

from 1943
sioner in !
of Fredoni
in Decatur
high schoc
education.
has not L

Homer L. Chastain, 52, is com-
pleting his first full term as com-
missioner,  al-

though he served
¢ a year previous
under an  ap-
pointment  to
£ fill a vacancy.
¢ As water com-
' missioner, he
has helped plan
the raising of
Lake  Decatur
and remodeling the waterworks.
He favors continuing present city
council policies. He is a profes-
sional engineer and was associated
with his own firm until a year
ago. He was born and educated in
Kansas and came to Decatur in
1926. He and Mrs. Chastain live
at 2015 W. Forest Ave. They have
three daughters. Chastain is a Re-
publican.

Carl L. Cordes, 50, is a partner
in the B&C Garage and has been a
. resident of De-
~catur  since

1998 His pres-

. DECATUR ADVERTISER

service during World War I. In

have more revenue and favors a
half-cent sales tax rather than a
cigaret tax. He and Mrs. Holmes
live at 2227 N. Water St. and
have two married daughters, one
in Decatur and one in Alaska.

Paul H. Kalem, 45, a plant em-
ploye of the A. E. Staley Mfg.
Company, is
making his
fourth try for a
City Council

st. If elected,
K would prefer
the health de-
partment. In
1947, he won
one of the eight
nominations but
al election. He
was once a candidate for Republi-
can precinct committeeman. If he
becomes health commissioner he
says he will advocate a free garbage
disposal system operated by the
city. Kalem is married and lives at
759 S. 19th St.

"ok

Vehie' 27 Srpaviint ook

[ ] !
In!

(daughter and lives at 2620 N
his campaign, he says the city must Church St. He proposes a realign,

ment of city finances to permi
opening of at least one of th
closed firchouses. He promises co
operation with all agencies in ex
tending . the city's sewer system
O'Malley is a veteran of Worle
War I, serving with the medica
corps in Europe.

Frank P. Peck, 64, is a Decatu
Township constable seeking elec
tion as stree
¢ 0 m missioner
Peck, wh o ha
been active ir
the local Re
publican organ’
ization, was re
elected to a sec
ond term a
constable i1
1953. He wa
born in Joliet and has lived ii
Decatur, at 1224 E. Whitmer St.
since 1922. He is a veteran o
world War I, serving as a motor ir
structor and later flying instructc
in tha air cervice. He sees thre

fairs. He
a daughts
Harriso

Roy F
his first

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Col. Pinkston Answers
Voters’ League Questions

Pinkston,

Itive. position in the city

: qualified to fill?
}}::u:‘)g" Health Department.

He atte und,

nks a candidate for com-
nmissioner returned the question-
naire with the following answers :/

Question 1.—What administra-

erates ‘1ment do you feel you are best

Col. Enoch Pinkston answered licenses. Tobacco and ci
4 questionnaire sent out by the tax
League Of Women Voters to all|more stations.
¢ candidates in the coming Pri-
mary election on March 1st.

to be used to open

Col. ‘Cit,v Council

the board.

govern-

ing? If so, what division

Question 2.—Do you believe the city government do you

childreljentiﬁ sewer system should belshould hav

the  jurisdiction of one program?
2

Question 4.—Do you believe the

should establish a uneonsei
e bt Rl s consciously neglected

Yes—experienced and qualified
persons should be appointed on!

lof centralized purchasing,
tralized inventory and bulk buy-

or added?

present city revenue to be inade- mend an
quate, wh_at sources of revenue|
do you think could be increas

t streel
State Sales tax. Ea;meme H
As a part of Col. Pinkston's be g
. 3 . T towr
:::e'::‘campygn is an idea that a ;s. e;\. ﬁ“,
Municipal auditorium be built Sl S .

juvenile delinquents who

citizens and parents.”
Pinkston said could be
|with private investment.

: i | He believes in an ad po-
uestion 5.—, YOT |14 N g
Q Are you in favor|ji.e and fire department

cen-/

of the
believe

“to relieve the situation of our;lg.'

by many ets and sewers.
This, Col.| up street and highwa
paid for e \worked as & maste

recommends that were be one|
{fireman and one policeman for
!every 1,000 people in the city.

e . charge of such a “I have advocated and recom- ving more streets. Peters i

foreman and st
perintendent ¢
Befor

are so|'

f» He is a brother of Davi

and &™) former sheriff now

| of the Legislature. He be
improved planning fe
g city streets and, if pos

is married, has si

‘auto  motel' to store
and park 1.000 automobiles to
ed‘rellleve congested parking areas.”

| This too, could be done with pri-|
Yes—the City of Decatur should vate investments.—Political Adv.
receive a larger per cent of the :

e e at,

f{l’;ﬁﬂ i gjg;tg;";"cgeylx‘tmm- = fiom and hasichildren, and lives at 2244 N
] . s elieve the been in the gro- £

where oﬁuesrtmn 3'?What methods do present water policy is adequate cery busix%ess Union St.

has nd | oo Propose for opening, equip-/or would you change it anyway? f Enoch P, Pinkston, 69, auc

s ,\pingand staffing the three| Yes—I am for a water board or more than i 7 gl 3

o elths.,closed fire stations? |to study all questions as to our. 20 years. He “ ‘“ ; 'e estate salesman, %

Cla

|crease in

| Twenty five (25%) per cent in- water system.

t!

and a

former

15 pid’
election to a
city office. A
native of Deca-
tur, Sablotny
has been associ-

or |

firms. He is presently owner of a
tavern. For several years, he was
active in local Democratic organi-
zation affairs. He has served on
local Community Chest commit-
P HTCPTIOT i one

|_Question 7. — If you believe ¥
wasTporn in Decatur and has lived

now has his
own store. He

here all his life. Lee says he would
prefer either the water or street
commissioner’s post if elected to
the city council. He says he has

ideas which would besphelful in

s seeking the pos

of health com
i missioner. [
advocates clean
er streets and al
levs and be
lieves more at
tention  shoul




1. What admml;tranvel position

2Do oubehevethe € 3Wlmmubodc yo
, in the city government do you feel | seyver system should be under the| pose for opening, e il sho
4 you are best quahfled to f:ll? | jurisdiction of one amhonty? g meﬁng the three cl d? Why
. g e om <\ ,,Fﬂ *mm‘?.:

v 1. T know that T am qualified| 2. No. It takes cooperation, 1 dod
& for cither of the four council posi- ‘ to ha
¥ tions, but  especially §water, We if the fmanees are avai. should
= must have water to draw moére in- not means should be taken il on
" dustry to our city and I have some so. I think closer be cont
good ideas on the matter. the people would decide 1I King
‘ he’'mad
and b

. ; 3 ”» )
JACK W. LOFTUS 1. Finance Commissioner. 2. Yes, 1 believe that consolida-| 3. The answer ‘is. Yes. 1
2 tion under one authority would re-|ter of finances. In my opi three 1
sult in better and more economical |state legislature must provi anc

2

sewer service to all concerned.
With proper planning it should
not involve any additional tax.

quate amendments to the
to enable_the cities of Illinois
increased home rule, to secure nec-
essary additional fevenue olic
and fire protection.

CHESTER L. MARKWELL

1. The position 1 feel T am best
qualified to fill is public health
and safety.

2. The entire sewer system
should be under the jurisdiction|
of the council as a whole, which

must work together.

3 Iwouldhketoseeal!duu
—open two stations lllmed

colored men. We have one colored
policeman and one oohmd dqmg
sheriff. Their we;k is

so why not colored firemen?

white men, one ﬂﬁonmmﬁdbr

‘D. M. O'MALLEY

v

. Commissioner of Health and
Safety by training and experience.

. Sanitation is of pnme inter-
est lo me. In the light of past oper-
ation T would approve 'an overall
sanitary disposal authority of some
sort.

od, more of finding needed reve-
nue, hamstrung by state laws as a
city administration’s one
solution s to effect as much econo-
my in all departments as

tire department

*

3. ]t:snotaquabonofmcthw"

ble| ©
to make funds available pf::dthc ‘

" FRANK P. PECK

1. Street or Health,

2. Undecided.

3. Increase in sales tax.

ROBERT O. PETERS

1, Street Department

2. 1 believe the entire sewer
system should eventually be under
one head because it would be more
economical and efficient. People
who have paid for their sewers
should not be further,

3 Upzothunm,duchd
fire stations have caused

catur. I believe that the fire
population méruaq

creased fire insurance mtes in De-|m:

1. Health Department.

however, this should be decided|purchased and pctlmnd ain
R e \ by the people of Decatur. as needed. s
moc;gr PINKSTON 2. Yes. 3. Twenty-five per cent m

crease in liquor and amusement |

censes, tobacco and cigaret
cou]dbeusedtoopmuneor m

stations.

- |works included. 1 was  commis-

1. My first choice is the Depart
ment of Public Property, water-

sioner over this de
years. Second cho
ment of Health and

&“I‘;““m’;fl:‘

missioner over this de t

included. 1 com- |

2. Yes, all sewers should be put
in the Qcpartment of streets and

thenn vianes

public ements  usin thc_'
tsanimyboudu
e T




"4 Do you believe the ~City
Council should establish a water
board> Why? If not, why?

5. Are you in favor of central-
ized purchasing, centralized inven-
tory and bulk buying? If so, what
division of the city government do
you believe should ﬁave charge of
such a program?

6. Do you believe the present
water policy is adequate or would
you change it in any way?

7. If you believe the present
city revenue to be inadequate,
what source of revenue do you

think could be increased or added?

=
mmnts
up to standard
available, and if
be taken to do
ooperation with
wcide this.

4. 1 do think it would be ad-
visable to have a water board, but
they should be obligated to the
council on their findings. Water
must be conserved. I advise you to
read II Kings, 20-20. (“. . . and
how he 'made a pool, and a con-
duit, and brought water into the
City s.oe ™)

5. T am not in favor of central-
ized buying. I am in favor of cen-
tralized inventory. I am not in
favor of bulk buying as you would
not buy things for your home that
you do not need. F};nance Depart-
ment.

6. I think the present water
policy may be all right but we
should have a larger supply so we
would not be in fear of a shortage.
Space does not permit me to give
my idea on this matter.

7. The present revenue may be
inadequate unless handled proper-
ly, as taxes seem to be in extreme
now. But without further study I
would not care to comment on thu‘
matter just now. !

s purely a mat-
ny opinion, the
st provide ade-
to the statutes
i of Illinois by
, to secure nec-
renue for police

4. Yes. The advisory committee
made three recommendations. (A)
Enlarge and improve our water
sxg:ply. (B) Increase water rates.
(C) Establish water board. The
present council has already com-
pleted the second item; has let
contracts for the start of the Ffirst
item. Consequently, I see no rea-
son for not accepting the full rec-
ommendation of the committee and
establishing some type of water
board. 3 $

5. Yes. I believe that logically it
should come under the jurisdiction
of the Finance Department. How-
ever, | would agree to putting it
under any department on which
the rest of the council members

would agree.

6. 1 believe that the present
water policy is adequate and
would change it in no other way
than to establish some sort of in-
dependent outside agency to carry
out the policy without fear of in-
terruption every time a new coun-
cil is elected.

7. City revenue is definitely not
adequate. Our best hope is for the
state to increase the sales tax and
refund a certain portion to th
cities on a per capita basis. Failin;
that, our only other relief will be
for the people of Decatur to decide
for themselves, by referendum, the
manner in which revenue is to be
increased.

to see all three
1s manned by
ion manned by
wve one colored
colored deputy
is satisfactory
firemen?

4. The City Council should es-
tablish a water board. They can
find the information the council
wants, but not over a three-man

board. /

5. I believe such a program as
centralized purchasing, centralized
inventory and bulk buying must

be handled by the financial de-
partment.

6. 1 feel as though the coungil
must call and listen to men with
more ‘water experience and what
we really need for our city.

7. More city revenue should be
provided by the legislature.

sstion of meth-
o needed reve-
state laws as a
b :

s one partial
#s much econo-
nts as possible
iilable for the

4. 1 would welcome a water
board composed of civic-minded
peoi)le of stature who would be
willing to serve in an advisory ca-
pacity without salary,

5. Modern operation demands
such a department, the office of
the finance commissioner seems
the most logical spot for purchases.
However, certain limitations dol-
lar wise would have to be imposed.

6. 1 do not believe in the
whole cloth that it is entirely
sound—there is nothing_that can
not be improved on, but since cer-
tain plans are in operation and
possess some merit I would not ap-
prove in the public interest an

abrupt change.

7. Without a complete financial
statement of past operation I am
not sure whether they are adequate;
or not, like any business many
services and expenses might have
to be curtailed because of income.
Sources of revenue depend entirely
on what the state legislature does
or does not do.

les tax.

e

4. Yes, because a water board
would probably be more capable.

5. No.

6. 1 think the rates could be
raised as we have very cheap wa-
ter rates compared with even small-
er places. !

7. Tavern and pinball machines
license could be increased and
parking meters increased.

ime, the closed
not caused in-
ice rates in De-
“the fire houses
piogressively as
ies;  equipment
sonnel trained

4. Yes, citizens advisory group
—non-political, more efficient,
maintain control over water rent
income.

5. Yes. Finance Department.

6. Not adequate. Estab-
lish water board; non-political
body; more efficient; control over
water rent income.

7. Believed adequate. Increased
population will bring increase of
tax income. Believe State Legis-
lature should adopt law giving to
cities half-cent refund‘on two cents
per $1 sales taxes now being
collected. There should be no in-
creased taxation without voters

per cent in-
1 imusement li-
nd cigaret tax
ien one or more

4. Yes. Experienced and quali-
fied persons should be appointed
on the board.

& i

5. Yes,
ment.

the Finance Depart-

6. Yes, I am for a water board
to study all questions as to our
water system,

7. Yes, the city of Decatur
should receive a larger percentage
of the state sales tax.

the Hea\hhhc and
uld be a
)Q‘a out of dtx:
ome of the
received from
Fire protection
lake equipment,

i

4. Yes, a board composed of
chief waterworks plant engineers
from the different eities around
Decatur—men who know what
they are talking about—and ap-
pointed by the local city council
with each council member voting
for one. ;

5. Yes, composed of the five
council members each member to
do his own buying up to $500
and over that bids to be asked on
all purchases to be open to the

ublic at all times as present state

w rules.

6. Before answering 1 would
check very carefully the present
water policy and let the public
know the truth of the findings no
matter who it affects.

7. Mayor and his new city
council members should check

carefully each of the five city de
partments and if waste of any kin
is found should be corrected im-
mediately. Tell the public backed
with facts and then let the public
decide.




Meeting Reveals

The Better M"g'n_' !

—By Edward Lindsay

THURSDAY night's public
meeting for candidates 11;1 the city
election, sponsored by the Lea:
of-,meesr?oVoters, w);s a rem;‘r‘ll:
ablgs experience for those who
weﬁ th’:}::.

The most outstanding point to
me was that all three of the candi-
dates for mayor and 16 of the 18
candidates  for  commissioner
turned up to speak their pieces.

My first impression was to be
astonished that I had written
“KN"—meaning “know noth-
ing"—after the names of nine of
the 19 candidates who spoke. -

In looking at these notes, I
began to think that the public
schools and the newspapers had
done a lousy job of explaining the .
powers and operating procedurés
of the city council, and its mems

bers.

ON SECOND thought, I de-
cided that this judgment was too
harsh.

This*/because all but three of
the candidates who spoke had
some awareness of the fact that
the operation of city government
is a major responsibility; that, in
the main, the present City Coun-
cil has done a good job and that
additional services cannot be pro-
vided until and unless additional
funds can be provided for the
operation of city government.

OF the three candidates who
did not recognize this poifit: one
was a city commissioner before
the war and is not aware of the
additional demands that have
been put upon city government
- since that time; and the other two
cither were completely"izlivious
to what is going on in town or
were afraid to take a position in
even the most general terms, =

The higher level of under-
standing of city problefs among
even the least informed candidates
in Decatur can be understood best
by a comparison with Springfield.

In Springfield there were 32 i
candidates in last Tuesday's pri-
mary. Every one of these, except
those who are members of the.
- present Springfield council, took

the public tK::sition that city gov- |
ernment
money to perform all the neces-
sary public services.

The fact is that Springfield,

- like Decatur and nearly ev

- other municipality in Illinois, has =
- found that the demand for SETV£d
~ ices has far outdistanced the city's

s abijitytopq;fqt'them&? S !

— i

re has plenty of

the :
feel an ,
appraisal of the candidates as 1
got it in the meeting, ,
Two of the three candidates
for mayor, Clarence A.. Sablotny
and Don Davis, appeared to be
well informed and responsible’in
what they said. -~ . 3
Boy F. Morville finally made
it plain ‘that his principal motive
for qunning for mayor is to get
even.with the Police Department
for:some real or fancied grievance.
Among the candidates for com-
missioner, the following made
d appearances. They were at
ﬁst reasonably well informed and
shewed the capacity to under-
stand and take a rational position
(without reference to whether or
not I would agree with it, or you
would) om any question that
ight comeyup. The names are
Tpgsqmedm hl:betically:
] L. Atkins
Hamer Chastain
Matthew O. Finnegan
Herbert E. Hill _,
Cody R. Holmesg
Forest Lyle Kirby
Jack W. Loftus
Donald M. O'Malley
Two were not present at_the
meeting. Carl L. Cordes sent
word that he was ill. Ghester L.
Markwell did not zeply to-the
League of Women Voters invita-
tion to appear and did not appear.

THE candidates who ‘ob-
viously were not well informed
as to the facts with which the
City Council must deal, or who
were making a deliberate effort -
to mislead ‘the audience, or were
not able to express themselves in
terms that could be understood
because of inexperience in public
speaking, were:

2 . Charles E. Buckley

 Pledger L. Hensley

, Paul H, Kalem

. JamesF. Lee
, Frank Peck ;
_ Robert O. Peters
.+ Enoch P. Pinkston
Earl V. Smith »

As T thought about the meeting
afterwards, it occurred to me that
we would have more responsible
citizenship if » community meet-
ings of this sort could be con:

ducted once a year, rather than on=

the eve of the major elections

on]y_ i : . ‘ { i i 3
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4 Voter League
Members Going
To Conference

Four Decatur members of the
League of Women Voters will at-

tend a regional conference Mon- *

day through Wednesday in St.
Louis.

The meeting is one of 14 na-
tionwide conferences to discuss
projects on the Freedom Agenda
program. Many organizations, in-
cluding the League, are cqoperat-
ing in local projects designed to
promote larger understanding of
freedom in society.

The Decatur chapter of the
League is assisting in a trade sur-
vey to determine the effect of in-
ternational trade on local industry
‘and business. This topic will be a
conference subject on the Tuesday
program.

Attending the regional confer-
ence will be Miss Anna Lord
Strauss, national League leader

and past president, and Mrs. Or-
ville Foreman of Jacksonville, na-

tional union service chairman. |
Both women are on the Freedom
Agenda’ committee.

The Decatur women attending
the meeting will include: :

Mrs. C. M. Nicholson

Mrs. H. W. Gibson

Mrs. S. A. MacKay ‘
_Mrg, NatKessler |

MGVC—‘\ [ ) [q Y

Leagues Meet

i

For Survey

Members of the Decatur, Lin-
coln, Mattoon and Champaign
County Leagues of Women Voters
will meet Wednesdav to initiate
their, portion of a national League
survey project.

The session will be at 10 a. m.
in the Decatur Club, with a
luncheon at noon. !

Purpose of the meeting will be
to train volunteers from the 22nd

' Congressional District in methods
of interviewing area industrial,

agricultural and mining leaders for

‘the League survey on the effects of

foreign trade on these fields.

In charge of the training session
will be Miss Roberta MacGowan,
state League secretary, and Miss
Lily Eide, both of the state office
in Chicago, and Mrs. Edward C.

Albers, state international relations
chairman, of Champaign. :

Mrs, F. A, MacKay is chairman |
of the local league committee for|
the survey. :

Downstate League members will
attempt to interview officials of all
firms employing more than 100
persons.







League of Women Voters Elects Officers

New officers of the Decatur ond vice president; Mrs. James luncheon meeting. :
League of Women Voters are W. Hurley, first vice president, o AT ‘
shown going over plans tor the and Mrs. H. W. Gibson, presi- (Herald and Review Photo)
coming vear. Left to right are dent. Officers were elected Fri- AR B
| Mus. Frederick S. Schudel, sec- day at the [eague's annual

' e
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Representatives of the League of
iWomen Voters will conduct a

itrade survey on industries in the
122nd Congressional District, Mrs.
H. W. Gibson, League president,

announced.

Macon' County are scheduled to

Ibe interviewed in an effort to de-
|termine what favorable or adverse

effects international trade has up-
on their operations.

Mrs. Gibson said, “The league
.membcrs will act simply as report-

Cers. W hatever the league’s position

Ofticials of 27 industries in |

Women Voters l.eague
Starts Trade Survey

{
on the different aspects of the
trade issue may finally be, this
collecting of facts is to be done
on a completely objective basis.
Nothing in the fact questionnaire
can posslbl\ become public knowl :
edge. And the opinions of the-re-
spondents interviewed will bc
treated with complete confidence.”

Questionnaires ‘were sent out
last week to firms in the 22nd
District who employ more than
100 people. Interviews started this |
week.

This is the first time the league
has attempted to examine foreign
trade in the light of its total ef-
fect on a given area. Although na- |
tional statistics for imports and ex-|
ports are available, there are no |
area studies for I]lmms Replies on |
the interviewers’ fact sheets will
{;rovxde statistical information that

as not previously been available. |

The League’s interviewers will
be:

Mrs. G. R. Cohn

Mrs. William R. Winn

Mrs. Clifford E. Smith

Mzrs. John Donavan

Mrs. Nat Kessler

Mrs. Ralph Fredrickson

Mrs. H. W, Gibson

Mrs. Fred Schudel

Mrs. Arthur Adelman

Mrs. William H. Gardner

Mrs. Lowell Gill.

Questions asked local area firms
will include information about
their total employment and import
or export business.

Of particular xmportance the
following question will give local-
area reprcscmam es a chance to ex-
press their opinions on foreign
competition:

“In general, where domestic in-
dustries are adversely affected by
lmport competition, do you think it
is up to the federal government to
do anything in the interests of !he
country as a whole?”’

The 27 firms scheduled to bc

interviewed in Macon County are:

General Electric

Caterpillar Tractor

Beatrice Foods

Houdaille-Hershey

Mnrve] Schebler, Borg Warner ]
Chambers, Hmn;& uinlan l

Dccmu Pump

M3N
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Decatur, Illinois, Friday, Aprﬂ 15, 1955.

Voters Hear |
Welfare Talk

Three members of Decatur
League of Women Voters attended |
a luncheon meeting today in the |
Urbana-Lincoln Hotel of Urbana|
as guests of the Champaign Coun: |
ty League.

Mrs. Ayrlie Morris, Mrs. C.|
M. Nicholson and Mrs. Forrest|
Martin went over to hear Dr. Otto
L. Bettag, director of the state de-|
partment of public weltare.

Dr. Bettag was to talk on the|
accomplishments of the department |
up-to-date and for future plam
with special emphasis on_mental

health

AY vl ] ; \4sy

Voters Meetings
On New Officials
In City Rule

Decatur League of Women Vot-
ers have scheduled three umt
meetings this week.

The subject for discussion at
each will be “Where do our:newly
elected off1c1als fit into our city
1 govemment

Mis. Charles Griffin will be in
charge of the meeting at 9:30
a. m. Wednesday in the YMCA.
At 7:30 p. m. Wednesday, Mrs.
Gerald Cox will be chairman of
' a unit discussion.

A third group will meet at 1

. m. Thursday in the home of
Mrs. E. W. Jokisch, Jr., 33 South-
moreland Pl. Mrs. Donald Lambka
! will be in charge.







|V ofers gé |
| Sends Six to
| State Meeting .

| Six delegates from Decatur wi
|attend the convention of the Leag

: of Women Voters of Illmonsin
i the Illini Union on the Univer-

are Mrs. H, W. Gibson,|
: ohn Donovan, Mrs. ]ames it
s Hnrley, Mrs, Fred Schudel, Mrs,

Thomas McCracken and M
| Forrest Martin. Mrs. Donovan has
|been nominted for a director of

| Theme of the three-da meetmp
~|will be"The State of thy: g

Hlfhlight: ofthcpm
ion
it 10: 3() \mh a buffet
| Tuesday nfumoon—&uine:s
| session
Tuesday dinner—Dr. Royden

- Dangerfield, director of the Inst
|itute of Government and Ptlxblic

: Jr.
hwryattherfIwzllmlk

on "APoutivnA proach to Layal- 5

pmadent of the

vical Society and {0

books, his most

; sgunst discrimination; 1
A ,'2 of measures inp:ove
: health. %

Cbnv’eniibns
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n Donovan Elected
Dlrlmr by State Voters
Champaign, May 12 (AP)
Mrs. Robert J. Phillips of St.|-
Charles today was re-clected presi-|
ent of the Illinois League l 4
Women Voters at the concluding |
session of the annual meeting.
The league listed two items for

~|major attention this year: basic|
 |constitutional revision to provide |

coordinated, Flexible state fiscal |
structure; and basic revision of the |

3udicmlnmcleofﬂxemtg:wnui— g o

|tution to provide court i
tion and non-partisan ion
’]I‘;:lg‘s- , Iso listed 1
e group a two new
uems among m commufng ptoj'




towns Will| University of Ilinois M a.,

nt,wil be moderat




Voters Delegates in Urbana at State Convention

Decatur delegates  attending  with the state president. Thev
the League of Women Voters are, left to right front row, Mrs.
State convention' in  Urbana Forrest Martin, Mrs. J. W.
Tuesday through todav confer

Hurlev, lllinois President Mrs.

R SN -, o e
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Voters League
‘Has Luncheon |

Decatur League of Women Vot-
ers will have a luncheon at 1 p. m.
Thursdav in the Pastel
the Hotel Orlando. This will take
the place of regular unit meetings.

Room of

Reports on the state convention
last week in Urbana will be given
in the form of a skit by the dele
g.ll\\.

Women not contacted are to call
Mrs. E. ] Cresswell, 220 Delmar
Ave., and those unable to attend
the luncheon are welcome to come
for the program.

Pobert J. Phillips, Mrs. John  del. Mrs. Donovan is on the
Donovan, Mrs. Thomas M slate for state director. Election
Cracken, back row, Mrs. H. W was to be this afternoon.

Gibson and Mrs. Fred Schu-

(Staft Photo)

Ma-1 ST

League of Women Voters
To Hear Report in Skit Form
Decatur League of Women Vot-|
ers will have a luncheon at 1 p. m.
Thursday in the Pastel Room of
the Hotel Orlando. This will take|
ithe place of regular unit meetings.
Reports on the state convention
{last week in Urbana will be given!
1in the form of a skit by the dele-|
| gates. [
| Women not contacted are to call |
[Mrs. E. J. Cresswell, 220 Delmar |
Ave., and those unable to attend!
{the luncheon are welcome to come |
| for the program.




offee Hour For Thursday
 League of Women Voters is in-
|viting interested Decatur women
|to a coffee hour Thursday at 10
“{am, in the home of Mrs. G. R.
- | Cohn, 777 S. Monroe St.

| There will be a presentation of
| “Let's Talk League" given by:
Mirs. John Donovan,

Mis. James W, Hurley,

Mrs. Ayrlie Morris, -

Mrs. James C. Leigh,

Mrs. William Winn,

r"'l o Wmm Voters to Conference

League of Women Voters will
have a regional conference in Lin- !
coln Friday to exchange ideas and
discuss the national program item
lon “Individual Liberties” and
| “Freedom Agenda” project.

Three members of the Decatur
League who are attending include:

Mrs. John J. Donovan, state

membership chairman
Mrs. James W. Hurley, First

Mrs. Fred Schudel.

WOMEN VOTERS TELL
OF LEAGUE AT COFFEE
Forty-one Decatur women heard,
“What the League of Women
Voters Do’ at a coffee Thursday
morning in the home of Mrs, C.
R. Cohn, 777 S. Monroe St.

League members, their guests and|
interested persons attended. |
The following members spoke: |
Mis. John J. Donovan, League |
{ history !
Mrs. Ayrlie Morris, program )
Mrs. William Winn, = voters' |
service '
Mis. Fred Schudel, publications |
Mrs. James C. Leigh, finance |
Mrs. James Hurley, membership
Schroed%l farm south of Burton- |
{view. They are the parents of
| four children, Lowell, Jo Anne,

| Norman and Maryin,

-

&

Individual Liberties

To the Editor:
The League of Women Voters
. wishes to express appreciation for
 your excellent news and editorial
coverage of the Decatur Forum
on Individual Liberties which
will begin October 5th and 6th.
May I call to the attention of
your readers (both the men and
" the women) that the discussion
| groups seem to be starting at just
the right time, the first week in
October. The new Constitutional
Rights Subcommittee of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee will be-
gin  hearings October 3, The
chairman, Senator Thomas C.
Hennings of Missouri, has an-
~ nounced that his group will in-
3\nre :?m {ufgh matters as  free-
- dom religion, press, speech
and membly? and 1tibservam:e of
 guarantees against unreasonable
searches and seizures, including |
the related question of wire- |
tapping.
People who join the discus- |
 sion groups, and everyone in the |
community is invited, will be |
 better able to express their opin- |
jons to their congressmen when |
legislation concerning constitu- |
tional questions on these subjects
“and other related ones come up
 in the next Congress. i
Decatur . Mrs. C. E. Smith

VTRt

vice-president

Mis. Clifford E. Smith, chair-
man of individual liberties, who!
will be a panel member in the !
morning” discussion. The meetingi
will be from 10:30 a. m. until
3:30 p. m. with luncheon at the
Hotel Lincoln.

Mrs. Harper Andrews, state in-
dividual liberties chairman, will
preside.

Decatur, Illinois, Sunday, September 18, 1955.

Came From.” The origins and|
Decatur Forum X

~ OnLiberfies
 Sets Meetings

“Freedom of Speech and Press.”
The Decatur Forum on Indi-

The guarantees of society.
“Constitutional Liberty and}
Seditious Activity.”  Individual
liberty and governmental security.
“The Constitution and Con-
gressional Investigating  Commit-
vidual Liberties, consisting of tees.”  Individual liberty and
two discussion groups on consti-
tutional and individual liberty,
were announced today by the De-
catur League of Women Voters.
The Decatur Public Library and
the YWCA are cooperating in the

congressional power.
“The Constitution and Loyalty
two discussion programs.
The discussions are open to

Programs.”  Public employment
both men and women, Mrs. Clif-

and govemmenta]\secutiry.
Pamphlets explaining the sub-
jects in brief form are available at
$1.50 a set. They will also  be|
available for use in the library’s
reading room. L
Registration for the sessions
may %e made at either the library
or the YWCA. If sufficient inter-
est is shown in these first dis-
cussions, others may be started, the
League spokesman said. 1
Two Groups Formed
If a person for any reason |

misses one of the sessions of his
he may attend the session

An excerpt from one of the
amphlets used in the Forum on
fndividual Liberties is printed
today on page 47, the first page
of the editorial section. The
pamphlet is by T. V. Smith.

kord S mAi th, chairman of the
eague’s Free dom Agenda,

ressed. group, M i
Sessions for each of the dis- :Ei c;.e other group, Ms. Smit

sion. groups will begin in the The Decatur Forum on Indi-

15::eoefl(5i:f mgj;zb:[ sl will vidual Libérties is part of a ma-
" g Nl tional  project, the Freedom
2 YWCA will begin its Agenda. It is under the sponsor-

gs at 7:30 ‘pm: Oct. 5
‘he leadership of Miss Ger-
1ill, former Decatur High
history teacher. She will
ed by Mr. and Mrs. Nat

ship of the Carrie Chapman Catt
Memorial Fund, Inc., a research
and educational organiza-
tion founded by the League.

Mrs. Smith said the purpose of
the Freedom Agenda is to promote
general public ‘understanding of
the need to preserve our individual
liberties while at the same time
maintaining our national security
against Communist attack.

x-session discussion group
srary will begin at 7:30
6 with Dr. Daniel Gage
in University as leader,

7 Mrs. Neal Doubleday.
scheduled

sons will be on

these

. Bill of Rights and Our
 dual Liberties.” What it
5 to live in a free society.
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Women Voters, Y. W.C.A.,

Library Organize Forums

The League of Women Votersuc., a research and educational
together with the YWCA and thejorganization created by the
Public Library are announcing|lLeague of Women Voters of the
their plan for two discussion|United States. No particular point
groups on constitutional and indi- of view is promoted. More than a
vidual liberty subjects. This com-|hundred other organizations have
munity adventure in the discus-{expressed an interest in the pro-
sion of freedom will be launched|gram and several hundred com-
the first week in October. Six|/munities are participating in it.
Isessions will be held, once a| The purpose of Freedom
Iweek. Agenda is to promote general
| The YWCA will begin its meet-|public understanding of the need
lings Wednesday evening, Oct. 5,|t0 preserve our individual liber-
at 7:30. The series will end Nov.|ties while at the same time main-
9. The discussion leader will be|taining our national security
Miss Gertrude Hill, formerly a|against Communist attack.
| teacher of history in I)ecanu'j
High School. She will be assisted|
by Mr. and Mrs. Nat Kessler.

The Public Library meetings
will open Thursday evening, Oct.|
6 at 7:30 and will continue each | s T
week through Nov. 10, Dr. Daniel| "

Gage of Millikin University v\illl Dcatul MI'S UN Day

lead this group, and will be as- : o i
sisted by Mrs. Neal Doubleday.

If you start with one group and

find that you must miss a meet-
ing, then it is permissible for you
to make up that meeting by at-
tending the other group. |

The basic material to be|
studied and discussed is in six|
pamphlets with the following|:
titles:

1. The Bill of Rights and Our
Individual Liberties (What it
» means to live in a free society).|

2. Where Constitutional Liberty!
Came From (The origin and|
meaning of our Bill of Rights
and constitutional government).

3. Freedom of Speech and Press |
(The great guarantees of open
society !,

4. Constitutional Liberty and|
Seditious Aectivity (Individual lib-
erty and governmental security) |

5. The Constitution and Con-
gressional Investigating Commit
tees (Individual liberty and mn-:
gressional power) {

6. The Constitution and Loyalty|
{Programs (Public employment)|
and governmenial gecurity).

All the pamphlets are designed|
primarily to fill the great need|
for thorough and systematic cov-
erage of these subjects in inex-!
pensive and relatively brief form.|
Each has been written by an au-|
thority in his field and each lists
suggestions for further reading
if desired. The set of six
pamphlets may be had at the
cost price of $1.50. Copies will
lalso be available at the Library
{for use in the reading room.

Men and women interested in
registering may visit or phone the
YWCA or the Library. Early re-|
{plies to this invitation will be ap-
preciated. It is hoped that the
interest generated by these pilot
discussion groups will lead to the
formation of many others during
ensuing rnonths.

e e o

Gordon Weel, book manager in a panel discussion Thursday

The Decatur Forum on Individ- at Haines & Essick’s, points out night in the ciry’s. Un.ited Na-
ual Liberties is a part of a na- R b lnhe e 1SHORS Day celebration in Johns
tional project called The Free-: = 'SPO 8 Hill Junior High School. Mrs.
‘dom Agenda Program, It is un-| Miss Florence McConnell, cen- Cibson: seill - madarate: the iss '
[ S USONIEp of. the Carrle ter, president of the Business &  cussion and Miss McConnell is

CEFTE"_(;;’” JMemorisl _}imﬂ,? Professional Women’s Club, one of the panel members.
and Mrs. Virginia Gibson, pres-  Haines & Essick’s is lending |
ident of the League of Women the globe to the group.

Voters. The globe will be used (Herald and Review Photo)




Shall the area known as the
Larkdale Addition be annexed to
the city of Decatur?

This is a short and unofficial
version of the huge ballot that will
greet city voters on Oct. 4.

“Larkdale” is actually enly the
extreme northeast segment of the
proposed annexation, but it is also
the reason for annexing the prop-
erty leading to it from the present
northeast limits of the city.

Adolph H. Lubin of Spring-
field wants to develop the Lark-

dale Addition intn am asas seich
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" e combinations. Boys' 2-6X.

machine washable
plastic jackets

399

collar, cuffs and bottom Wrap style for girls with self-

-fit. Solids and handsome button front. Two gengrous pockets.

Pastels, white and two-tones. 3-6X.
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LARGE BATH TOWELS

Bizes 1-6

CHILD'S DENIM JEANS 9%8c
FITTED MUSLIN SHEETS rusu 1.67
MAGAZINE RACKS 69¢
UTILITY TABLE 3.88
%9c
4lc
19

Wrought
Iron

Three
Shelf

SMART HAND TOWELS
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ze of School
lo tw ditor:
\'Priéf"f&) the referendum of
Sovember 17, 1953, at which |
ime the community decided to
etain the special charter of
school District 61, The League
£ Women Voters of Decatur en- |
leavored to find the proper si-e
of a school board.

We wrote to agencies, both
wblic private, concerned
dith e tion; we wrote to

thool boards in Illinois, both

gmmunity unit and special

arter _ districts; we telephoned

Boord } Sunday, January 22, 1956,

4 -
' %over 2000 citizens of the Decatur

area to ask their opinion,

We found there were no crite-
ria to establish one size of a
school board as more satisfactory
than another—all sizes have their
advantages and disadvantages.

In view of the total result of
our work, the League could only
come to the conclusion that the
size of a school board depends
upon the preference of a majority
of the school district’s citizens.

The League has no stand on
this issue and ne worthwhile in-
formation to offer the voter.

This is not to say that the issue
is unimportant. It is extremely
important. The League sincerely
hopes that every voter will express
his or her preference on January
31 and that the resulting school
board may proceed with its work
confident that it has substantial
community approval.

Mrs. H. W, Gibson
President

Decatur

i '5/"1.

- Women Vofers
Elect Officers
On Wednesday

The end of the year meeting of
{the Decatur League of Women
' Voters will be at 1 p. m. Wednes-
fday in the Hotel Orlando, Mrs.
QH. W. Gibson, president, an-|
! nounced.
It will be a luncheon meeting.
. The program will include a
| “cracker barrel quiz” on political |
parties. It is an audience partici-|
pation event. {
Officers will be elected and a|
" Jocal agenda, incorporating matters
- the League will study during the
| next vear, will be adopted. {
| Members and prospective mem- |
i bers are invited.

R TR A T I TP

fental Health .
Report to Be
Discussed

A report on mental health will
be one of the discussion topics,
for monthly unit meetings of the |
League of Women Voters of De-
catur Wednesday at the YMCA.

Discussion leaders at 9:30 a.m. |
will be Mrs. E. L. Simmons, a
member of the Illinois Association
for Mental Health board, and Mrs.
Lyle Huff, secretary of the Macon |
County Mental Health Associa-
tion.

For the 7:30 p.m. meeting, the
discussion leaders will be Mrs.
Ben Nolen, the Illinois Federation
of Women'’s Clubs state chairman
for mental health, and Mrs. C. F.
Duewer, mental health chairman
for the PTA in Decatur.

The other topic-is ‘‘Opposition
to constitutional, * changes  that
!would limit the existing powers of
'the executive apd t,}'te Congress

oyer foreign re
k is the dis-

Mrs. F. Haxﬂj
cussion leader for this topic at the

morning session, and Mrs. Perley
T. Lupton at the'evening session.

The public is invited to the
meetings. Mrs, Forrest Martin, |
| membership chairman, will arrange
for transportation if needed.

a/g e
~ Women Voters in Champaign |

Guests at Luncheon There of Women’s League

League of Women Voters were

Six members of the Decatur{ScientiEic and Cultural Organiza-
[tion in Mexico City, Paris, France

guests of the Champaign League and Beirut, Lebanon.

for a luncheon meeting today in| Following the program, league

the Urbana Lincoln Hotel. {members interviewed Cong, Wil-

Guest  speaker, Mrs.  Louis| liam Springer.

Leonard Wright, midwest di-| Decatur members who attended

rector of the institute of inter-|are:

national relations. Her topic was| Mrs. John Donovan

“United Nations”. Mrs. Wright| Mrs. H. W. Gibson

was United States delegate to| Mrs. Forrest Martin

the World Health Assembly in| Mrs. William Gardner

Rome and also representative for| Mrs. Clifford Smith

The League of Women Voters
will have monthly unit meetings
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30
p-m. in the YMCA. A panel will
discuss “The Organization of a

. Political Party In l%linois”.

Members on the morning panel|
are Mrs. William Kuntz, Mrs.
James Key, Mrs. Charles Griffin,

" Miss Grace Bridges and Mrs, Wil-
liam Winn. The evening panel

, will be: Mrs. E. C. Stivers, Mrs.

' Hilmer Landholt, Mrs. James Hur-
ley and Mrs. H. W, Gibson.

The Continuing . Responsibili-
ties item”, Measures to counteract
intlation and deflation,” will be
discussed by Mrs. Gerald Cox and !
Mrs. R. E. Lewis

The League workshops have
been making a study of election
laws with special emphasis on
permanent registration and correct
voting procedures.

R e,

United  Nations  Educational,| Mrs, J. W. Hurley

-
iy
- 3 S

League of Women Volévﬁ 4&’ !

To Discuss Revenue Amendment |

The League of Women \'uters’j

will have a unit meeting Wednes- |

day with the morning session at!

9:30 a. m. in the YMCA. The

i . evening meeting will be at 7:30 il
in the home of Mrs. Arthur Adel- ; 2

man, 2275 W. Forest Ave. ! : kL

There will be discussion on the

Revenue Amendment to be voted

on in the November election. The

* | meeting is open to the public.

T R




Jim Hurley and Bob Shade go
t dver plans for the candidates
l meeting March 8 sponsored by

Mis, Clitford " Sith, M.

3|

-~

e
CANDIDATE TO APPEAR

Daly Notifies League He Will
Wear His Uncle Sam Suit

Lar Daly of Chicago, candidate
{both for President and - Governor
\on the Republican ballot in the
! April 10 primary, has nmti{iedl
Mrs. Clifford Smith he will at-!
tend a meeting of candidates here|
on March 8. The meeting in the|
| Decatur  High School Auditorium |
{will be sponsored by the Decatur
| League of Women Voters.
| Daly said he will appear in his
|“Uncle Sam” outfit to emphasize
| his America First platform.

Today, Daly asked County
Clerk Tangney for assistance,
which would keep Tangney's of-
fice staff busy for a time.

Dalv asked for a copy of the en-
tire list of around 56,000 Macon
County registered voters, lists of
all candidates, precinct committee-
men, descriptive literature about
Decatur and Macon County and
anv other material which would be
helpful to his campaign.

the League of Women Voters
Mrs. Smith is chairman of the

e s e P e A

Sachs to Talk
At Meeting

Morris B. Sachs of Chicago,
candidate for the Democratic nomi-
nation for governor, has accerted
an invitation to appear in Decatur
March 8 in a meeting of candidates
sponsored by the Decatur League
of Women Voters.

The meeting, to be held in the
 Decatur High School auditorium,
'will follow the wusual pattern,
\giving candidates of both political
parties opportunity to appear, dis-
| cuss issues suggested by the League
and answer questions submitted
from the audience.

Mrs. Clifford E. Smith said
Sachs is the only candidate for
governor who has given assurance
ihe will attend. His Democratic op-
ponent, Herbert C. Paschen, Cook
(e se uedp swoy mqudJ(f'g‘f‘._\f}\q!H})i‘S
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Shade will be moderator. Can-
4 didates from both political par
meeting, to be held in Decatur  ties have been invited

High School auditorium, and tend.



BT
' League Invites |
‘Board Hopefuls

Candidates for Decatur’s first
seven-member board of education
have been invited by the League
of Women Voters to appear at a
public meeting in*Decatur High
School Auditorium.

The, meeting will be April 4 at
S. 2
P grty-four candidates filed pe-
fitions. -Firing closed at noon ves-
terday and candidates have until
noon Saturday to withdraw.

At the meeting each candidate
will be given two
wer the question:
ience have you |
make vou an effect
member?”’

April 5, 1956.

DECATUR HERALD

obert L. Shade
ator.

In addition to t
allotted each cani
Ltion and answer pt
i utes is planned.
| Questions will

By Wayne W. Krows
Of The Herald Staff

Twenty-five candidates for De-
persons attending

Board
be W :fir}:'e)('l‘c Ulh(tof Education last night stated their
| B COr )

lor issues and not (qualifications and views on school
said Mrs. William questions in a public meeting
man of the meetir' sponsored by the League of Wom-

{make the best u ., Voters.

‘;::?i(lll ‘}:: }r‘;:zcn:!l,( Otto C. Keil, president of the
s present three-member school board,
School b‘_’“"d Ttold about 500 persons attending
|elected AP”AI 14/ the meeting that a merit pay plah
{months earlier th g5 teachers is a ““coming thing.”
{bers have previot
under Decatur’s s}
ficials ruled the
since

catur’s new seven-member

He is a candidate for the new
board to be elected April 14.
P In answer to a question, Keil
. . 3 ’ 1 Qv
| board is being elesaid the importance of merit pay
litv with the genfor teachers is being recognized

fa o e . more and more all over the na-
| This is the firs™°r® d 3

| ion.
arranged bv the Bt - ;
Voters to present Here in Decatur we have a
«chool board elect growth pattern used to help cor-
“Dur he ;rect weaknesses in teachers,” he
uring the id. “It would 1 = Q
h ackec $3id. “It would be an easy transi-
ave askec . : : ”»
viduals and spo} o0 from this to a merit pay plan.
lwhy we didn't 1 Dr. Carl P. Birk, a candidate
the citizens coWho campaigned in 1954 for aboli-
board candidate tion of Decatur’s special school
“We felt charter, said the special charter
Ve felt : pe
interest that with the new seven-member board
+ “should favor Decatur.”

‘For 7-Member Board'

Dr. Birk said the 1954 effort
was ‘‘primarily a fight to get a
seven-member board” rather than
a campaign against the special char-
ter.

been

said.
iriw
1 range a meeting.

—

Enlargement .of the
without giving up the special char-
ter was made possible by a new
state law and approved in a recent
referendum.
| Asked whether the larger board
'will hinder the making of decis-
ions, Keil said “It will delay im-
portant decisions.”’

The matter of possible school
economies was discussed by sever-

al randidatee inclnding Arnnld W

board !

Robert L. Shade, left, and
Mrs. William R. Winn, second
from right, talk with two school
board candidates at last night’s
public meeting in the Decatur

High School auditorium. Shade

was moderator of the program,
at which candidates explained
why they feel they would make
good school board members.
Mrs. Winn is a member of the
League of Women Voters, which

500 Hear Candidates' Views on School Questions

sponsored the program. The twi
candidates shown are Otto C
Keil, second from left, schoo
board president who seeks re
election, and H. Allan Todd
right.

(Herald and Review Photo

|objective of & school board to
lwatch all expenditures,” and he
'suggested that certain economies
might be made in the heating of
school buildings.

Candidate Ralph E. C. Fred-
rickson said he has no objection
to the present program of religious
education offered Decatur school
children outside of school hours.

He said he favors religious edu-
cation “‘but much prefers to see it
carried out by the churches” in-

Frank H. Byers

Roy W. Chapman

Raiph, M. Colbwrn
Mrs, Ida B. Coppenbarger
Hoyt 0. Coverstone
James C. Filson

r. George D,

the present boar
Loren E. Grabb
E. Arden Hamman Jt.
Donald A. Jones
Mrs, Lois Karch
Robert B. King
Eugene J. Moore
Wilkiam L. Rotz Jr.
Paul Smallwood
H. Allan Todd
Richard C. Watson.

The following candidates did
not appear at the meeting but the
first six sent statements which

Flaxman, a member of

Dr. John S. Kapernick
Robert H. Kramer.

Ahsentee Ballots
Availahle For Election
Ballots for the April 14 “ele
tion of seven members to a ne
Decatur Board of Education a
available now for absentee vote
at the Public School office.
Eligible voters who will be o
of the school district on electio
day may cast absentee ballofs w

til 5 p.m. April 11. Mailed r

quests for absentee ballots must
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Survey Shows

- State Favors

N
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Foreign Trade

Increased foreign trade, both
|import and export, is favored by a
majority of Illinois manufacturers
and farmers, according to a state-
wide industrial and agricultural
survey made by the League of Wo-
men Voters of Illinois.

A poll of 714 major manufac-
turers showed 85.4 per cent felt
interests of the United States
would best be served by increased
foreign trade.  The 438 farnfers
who were interviewed favored in-
creased foreigm trade by 76.2 per
cent.

The Illinois survey, which be-
gan in February of 1955, was to
determine what favorable or ad-
verse effects international trade has
upon local communities of the
state.

The Decatur League was respon=
sible for the 22nd Congressional
District and Decatur women con~
ducted the interviews in Decatur,
Tuscola, Mattoon and Warrens-
burg. The interviews were confi-
|dential and firm names were not

| published.

| Results of the Illinois survey
{have been compiled and published
in a pamphlet entitled: “Ilinois
Trader.”

|  Copies of the pamphlet are avail-
lable from the Citizen Information
| Service, 225 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago 1. Single copies are 75
cents with a 20 per cent discount
on orders for 100 or more.

In favoring -increased foreign
trade, one business man comment-
led: “We can’t isolate ourselves; we
| must cooperate to live. We can’t
sell to others unless we buy from
them; besides we need foreign
! commodities.”

Decreased international  com-
merce was considered in the na-
tion’s best interests by only four
per cent of the industrialists and
4.4 per cent of the farmers.

One of the dissenting voices
gave this opinion: “The United
 States should depend on its own
' natural resources and those of the

'\\"estem Hemisphere. In the event

‘of war, we should not be depend-

;!cnl on fireign trade.”

Decatur, Hlinois, Sunday, July 15, 1956.

WOMEN VOTERS ;o]d and over are eligible to become
'Open Membership Drive At ‘Break. members. Interested women are in-

fast Thursday

League of Women Voters wil]iTranspoxtation

\md to attend this breakfast.

will be furnished

begin their annual membership;by calling Mrs. H. W. Gibson,

.

drive at a breakfast, Thursday, at 1 e president.
| 7 eague pi
e

19:30 a. m. in the Colonial Res-
| taurant. ¢
| ' The league is a non-partisan or- |
ganization whose purpose is to pro- |
‘mote political responsibility i
through informed and active parti |
‘cipation of citizens in government.
All women twenty-one years

e

LEAGUE WOMEN TO MEET
IN BLOOMINGTON

Ten Decatur representatives f’f |
the League of Women Voters will|
|attend a regional conference Mon- |
day at Bloomington. ;

The conference will feature dis-
cussion of an amendment to the\\

Ilinois tax revenue article, pro-|
posed to make a more flexible andﬁ‘
cquitable tax system in the state.i
League members scheduled to at-|
tend from Decatur are: |
Mrs. H. W, Gibson, president
Mis. C. 4. Gebhardt
Ms. Loring Unger
Mrs. Charles Griffin
Mrs, William R, Winn
Mrs. Forrest Martin
Mirs. James W, Hurley
Mrs. E. J. Cresswell
Mrs. John Stoune
Mrs. John Fairs

WOMEN VOTERS IOLU
Have Program Conference Sessio
In Chicago Today

Several members here from the
| League of Women Voters will at-
jtend the all-day luncheon meeting
|to be held in Chicago today. Both
‘candidates for the state governor-
ship are scheduled to speak at
lunch.

Mrs. John J. Donovan, member
of the state board; Mrs. William
Winn, regional chairman of the
state organization committee, and
‘Mrs. C. F. Gilbert, first vice-
president of the local league are
attending from Decatur.
| Talks will be given by Dr.
| Bichard Brown on “What's Ahead
for Illinois”’ and Dr. Dexter Perk-
/ins whose topic. will be “Popular |
‘and Foreign Policy.”

\

6 Appointive
State Offices
Are Proposed

Chicago, Oct. 30 (AP)

A school administrator suggest-
ed today that six state offices now
filled by election be made appoint-
ive. ‘

Dr. Richard G. Browne of!
Springfield, executive officer of
the Illinois Teachers College
Board, said the six offices are those
of state treasurer, auditor of pub-
Jic accounts, attorney general, sec-
retary of state, superintendent of
public instruction, and clerk of the
Supreme Court.

Citing constitutional reforms he
said are needed in Illinois, Dr.
Browne said, “Let us hope that
the indefensible double executive
stracture of Illinois can be rem-
edied by following the established
principles of the short ballot.” !

He noted that proposals have al-
ready been made to make the. treas-
urer and auditor offices appoin-
tive.

“And there are equally good
reasons, very strong reasons, for
making the superintendent of pub-
lic instruction a professional ap-
pointee of a state ioatd of educa-
tion,”” Dr. Browne said.

Burdens Voters

“And 1 see no good reasons why
the voters should be burdened
with the election of a clerk of the
Supreme Court, or secretary of
state, and probably the attorney
general,” Browne told a meeting
of the League of Women Voters of
linois. ;

““And more than one study com-
mission has recommended an ap- |
pointed board of trustees for the'
Uniy g |

Di
refon
‘the |
pec your poc
ecu lfapped ¢

e brother,

nf &




i League of Women Voters of De-
catur will observe its tenth anni-

{|versary at a membership luncheon

|| Thursday at 12:45 p.m. in
I mlmSER 16 1956
i Twelve of twenty three charter
|| members, including five past presi- g
| dents, all residents of Decatur h ;
r* been invited. as special gdests.
i 5 Sl

| Representatives from eleven down-
l’i state Leagues will be present.

Mrs. Oscar M. Reubhausen, of
"UNew York City, a member of the
“ national board of the League will
be the speaker. Mrs. Reubhausen,
* has been an accredited observer at
the United Nations for the League
“ol Women Voters of the United
States since 1946.

| Representing the League, she has |
~made Congressional committee ap-
iv’y\earances in favor of the Trade _ :
{ Agreeements program and the Or-
%?gamzxmon for Trade Cooperation. I?gh(g:cgs m;gfg::hg:s;?ach)
. She was made chairman of the]|. st ; :
?'l.cnnference group in 1956, and is * publ‘ucatmns ot the .held of
also a director of Letters Abroad. scobamios s fnrkign poticy,
E Mrs. Reubhausen, a Vassar Col- r‘- B R At
“lege graduate,  formerly did re-|’ :
éseargh in administration of govern-
ment for the Spelman Fund of|
New York, and in 1941 served as
private secretary to the Assistant|’
' Secretary of the Navy for Air. ,
League work has taken her tol!
Europe eight times and to Vene-
zuela and Central America, as w cll'.',
as to many areas of the United |
States. Part of her job is promotion {i
of a better understanding of the |
.kU'N' by helping local League |
ﬂgroups. }"
f‘: As a membersof the national staff |
of the League from 1943 to 1946, |

#

,E Irs. Reubhausen wrote many of !

i et

o e

|uia"a’f;“"
\ALD AND REVIEW

Mrs. Gibson to Be Speaker promptly at 12 noon. Reservationsi
At YW Luncheon Wednesday should be phoned to the YWCA
Mrs. H. W. Gibson President by Monday evening. Any women !

Of, the League of Women Voters, these state and national issues are|
will be the lllncheon_ sPeaker .for isited s attend.

the YWCA public affairs session |
Wednesday noon, according to]
Miss Certrude Hill, chairman. |
% Mrs. Gibson will discuss the| 4
|two state ballots, with emphasis on
{the Blue Ballot. She will also re-}
\view and compare the two party
|| platforms. !

| Luncheon

will  be served ",v

e

interested in the discussion of =

e PR
Blue Ballot #.vk*
Approval Advised
By A of CGroups |

Three committees of the Deca-
tur Assn. of Commerce have recom-
mended that the amendment to the
revenue article of the state Con-
stitution be passed.

It will be submitted to voters|
Nov. 6 in the form of a “‘blue bal-
lot.”

The amendment seeks to bring
about a change in property taxation
under which intangiglees, such as|
stocks and bonds might be more |
fairly taxed, according to its pr0<|i
ponents. |

They also contend that it would!
afford ‘protection against any form
of graduated income tax, “includ-
ing those which might be levied
under the present revenue article.”

The committees which will ask
the A of C board of directors to
support their actions are:

Legislative

Taxation

Retailers.

Henry H. Bolz, executive sec-
retary of the A of C, said the en-
dorsements were not unanimous in
all committees.

By supportin: the amendment,
the committees %wrc line up with
the Chicago Assn. of Commerce
and Industry, the Illinois League |
of Women Voters, the Illinois Re-|
tailers Assn. and the state Farm
Bureau.

posed to the amendment are |
the Illinois State Chamber of Com-
merce and the Illinois Manufac-|
turers Assn. ‘

R SN T R
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WOMEN VOTERS ‘

Have Program Conference Session
In Chicago Today

Several members here from the
League of Women Voters will at-
tend the all-day luncheon meetin
to be held in Chicago today. Bo
candidates for the state governor-
ship are scheduled to speak at
Junch. &

Mis. John J. Donovan, member |
of the state board; Mrs. William
Winn, regional chairman of the|
state  organization committee, and ]
Alrs. G F. Gilbert, Ffirst vice-!
president of the local league are.
attending from Decatur. i

Talks will be given by Dr.|
Richard Brown on “‘What's Ahead |
for Nlinois”” and Dr. Dexter Perk-

| and Foreign Policy.”

ins whose topic will be “Popular

,, Wom]
Begin Study
- 0f Revenue

A basic study of revenue opens|
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the YW+
'CA under the sponsorship of the
\League of Women Voters of De-
catur.

The series will be held on six
‘consecutive Tuesdays, The public
is invited and a special invitation
has been extended to P-TA groups
since the revenue item is on the
state P-TA agenda.

An analysis and discussion of
the Revenue Article of the Hlinois
Constitution are planned for the
session this Tuesday.

Other subjects for the following
weeks will include sources of in-
come levied by Illinois statutes, the
assessment of real and personal
property in Macon County, and
the local budget.

_The concluding session will ‘be
a study of the changes imrolve‘f
in the proposed Revenue Amen
‘ment to the Constitution whict
will be voted on in the Novem
ber, 1956, general election.
| Discussion leaders at the meet
lings will be Mrs. H. W. Gib

" | son, Mrs. Perley Lupton, and Mrs

John Donovan. Mrs. T."G. Me
Cracken, constitutional revisior
chairman, is in charge of the series
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The League of Women Voters

| will hold the second of two unit
meetings Wed., covering a long-

term study of Macon County gov-

ernment which will be reviewed.

t The public is invited. |




o

League of Women Voters Janu-|
¥ unit meetings will be held
vice on Wednesday. All members |
g urged to attend at least one.|:
The first is at 9:30 am. in the |
MCA and the second at 7:30 ¢
m. in the home of Mrs. C. M. 'y
licholson, 215 Park PI.

The program is a discussion of
The League’s Continuing Re- I?

sonsibilities”’ (
et PRGN

Voters Set Meetings

F oo

1)ed[$7

i

March 21, 1957.

League of Women

Naming Assessment Supervisol

Present assessments of Macon the northwest ranged f
County properties amount to the|73 per cent; in the nor
property |17 to 79 per cent, in th
owners at the expense of others, |from 16 to 69 per cent
according to the League of Women |southwest from 25 to 1]

subsidization of some

Voters.

Voters Back

That this range in

The League recently completed can result in unfair tax|

a study of real estate assessments, shown by one case repc
after which it supported creation | League.

of the office of county supervisor
of assessments.

equalize real property assessments

which sold for $21,501

The office was created by the |assessed at 52 per cen
County Board of Supervisors dur-|price and the owner
ing its meeting last week. The |$285. The second wa
assessment supervisor's job, when|112 per cent of its si
the office is activated, will be to|owner was taxed $65

It involved two hom

While the Leagu

Skit Is Prelude for Voters’ Meetings

Appearing in a skit “Uncle
Sam Visits His Psychiatrist”
left to right are: Mrs. Thomas

throughout the county. study, in itself, was |

The League of Women Voters|enough for conclus
says that present assessments are drawn, it believes the
“unfair and unrealistic.”’ lit gathered, in addi Hurst, Mrs. James Hurley as

The League’s study, carried out|compiled by a spej Uncle Sam,
with the cooperation of local real|Board committee, presen
estate agents, covered 178 city|curate picture of the assessment

Riley. The skit was a prelude
vesterday to the League of Wom-
en Voters meetings on ““The
Federal ~Loyalty-Security ~ Pro-!
gram.”  The morning unit met

in the YMCA, and there w
an evening meeting in the hon
of Mrs. Edgar Bachrach, 168
W. Wood St.

(_Hcral(l and Review Photo

—_

properties recently sold.
Ranges From 15 to 112 Per Cent

It showed that the assessed val-
luation of the properties ranged
‘from 15 to 112 per cent of the
price at which they were sold. The
assessment on 89 of the properties
was below 43
the other 89 it was above 43 per
' cent. j
. The only properties studied by’
‘the League which were assessed |
\for more than their sale price
‘were those which sold for more
‘than $20,000. The assessment
range in this class was from 37

per cent, while on |~

situation.

The League believes that equal-
ization of assessments near 50 per
cent of actual value will yield ad-
ditional tax income, and may in
some cases justify a lowering of
the tax rate.

'to 112 per cent of the sale price.

. The range was from 17 to 79
| per cent for homes from $2,400 to
1$7,999; from 15 to 68 per cent
for homes from $8,000 to $10,-
1000: from 27 to 69 per cent for
|homes from $10,001 to $12,000;
| from 18 to 93 per eent for homes
| from $12,001 to $15,000, and 25
to 73 cent for homes from
1$15,000 to $20,000. |
| Dividing the city into four
areas, divided by Main Streets,

DECATUR SUNDAY

HERALD AND REVIEW

League of Women Voters Study
‘Federal Loyalty-Security Program’

League of Women Voters unit |

meetings are set for Wednesday.
The 9:30 a. m. session will be

held in the YMCA. At 7:30 p. m. |
| |another group will meet in the

home of Mrs. Edgar Bachrach,
1680 W. Waood St. The subject
will be “The Federal Loyalty-

Security Program.”

As a prelude, a skit “Uncle|
Sam Visits His Psychiatrist” will |
be presented by Mrs. James \’.1

Hurley, Mrs. Thomas L. Hurst
and Mrs. Kirby Riley.

Workshop results will be given
to members by the resource com-
mittee:

Mirs. Clifford Smith, chairman
Mis. H. G. Bolton

Mrs. Gerald Cox

Mis. Neal Doubledav

Mrs. Nat Kessler

Mors. James Leigh

Mrs. Helen Miller

Mrs. C. M. Nicholson

e

e

§af
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Leaguo of Women Voters Surveys Candidates

- Supervisors Questioned

Candidates for the Board of Su-|the survey results furnished The
pervisors at Tuesday’s township|Herald and Review. |
elections have been asked five| Questions were phrased to re-
questions concerning county pol-|quire “yes” or “no” answers.
icies they might have to decide as| Qualified answers were trequent-
members of the Macon County|ly given to a question conicerning
Board of Supervisors. support of decisions of the county

The survey was made by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
League of Women Voters. The| Qualified answers are indicated

S4E
213 {7

party affiliation is not indicated in/by an “x” in the table.

#. Do you believe the rabies program should be enforced>

5. Do you think supervisors should support the decisions of the Coun-

1 2

-

3

Reorganize the state court system,

j‘ Questions 5 % ‘

i 1. Do you favor the creation of a City of Decatur Township? E d t l by ini

2. Will you support a County Supervisor of Assessments? l o r | a S = our op,nlons
::. 3. Do you favor the establishment of a County Health Unit? THE HERALD AND REVIEW'S PLATFORM

Adopt the short ballot for llinois state government.

5

Zoning Board of >

= oy i oy Adopt council-manager local government.

E Answers |

Decatur Township sts of Decatur Residents in Township Electio

 the city of the eight) of the Democratic can- the township board of health, ¢
sames H. Alderson, 1104 E. Clay No Yes No Yes iy < iy s : 2 P Y
o Jportunity to  didates for assistant supervisor in additional savings could be mad
Matthew ] Boutcher, 1137 E. 3“’”51(19 -~ Yes No Yes x litics and to Decatur Township say they will ~ The expense items in the tow)
T. W. Brinkoetter, 1005 E. Whitmer ~ No Yes No Yes Yes Xaterest in the represent the interests of the resi- ship that are duplicated in tl
F. C. Kippenhan, 1733 N. Main No Yes No  Yes x election next dgnts and the taxpayers of the city, if eliminated, could  resu
Charles L. Livingston, 1040 W. Howard No Yes —  Yes PRSE C‘{{Y;f Decatur. ol i, o Fwwabh ]
John Stathas, 1418 E. Willi No Yes — e e ¢ City of Decatur occupies 000  yeat to the taxpayers in
George R 'Is‘reube 1243 ‘;,m‘n’:/ e ___0 :s ot for Decatur more than half of the area of s’)e- City of De_catur.
Anhge b i . o leoteds There ' e Townskic: The city also  If the City of Decatur towr
ur B. Wilcox, 711 W. Forest No Yes No Yes x | of the Re- extends into three other “town- ship reduced the road and bridg
August Allard, No. 2 East Drive Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes x eight candi- ships  Hickory Point, South levy, the saving to Decatur res
John N. Hartley, 1014 N. Oakland  Yes Yes Yes Yes pac party.  Wheatland  and Long Creek. ggr(';ts would be more than $100,
Orville S. Kehn, 445 S. Fairview  Yes Yo Yes. Yes  x [P0 Such o city can become s sep. 000 & yeur.
R C. Linte, 3215 N, Monsor .~ 1o, P A il O g 2. a;eﬁm-' o T o o v
X . : sk, > oar upervisors. residents and the taxpayers o
Charles Long, 822 W. King Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes e, constables ¢ :Ke City of Decatur became City of Decatur witﬁmt puttin,
Bernard E. Lonnon, 1717 E. Wood  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes x7i501S) g0 to 5 geparate township, all of the a hardship upon the residents o
Shelby T. Nanna, 1549 N. Taylor Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes x PAIY which $150,000 a year in township the township outside the city
Kenneth B. Wood, 1800 N. 33rd RIS SR T SRl L road and bridge tax paid by resi- Those who Five around the per
: dents within the limits of the iphery of the city would have ar
% Qualified answer. sth:n rles:ig:n‘g City of Decatur ‘could be used on incentive to come into the city
Austin Townshi : city streets. by petition and get the benefit ol
H. E. Toh M " Sh'? £ the C"}' of Now, only half of the road city servicés. Those in the rural
- E. Johnston, Maroa No Yes No Yes Yes ; Voters a0d bridge tax paid by Decatur type areas within the township
Blue Mound Township et oll a6 the '“;di'}‘,‘: :dl““ia‘l’f" g s i ;‘r:fdwf:i poos e }:gm:d;fn:,l::g'
: ’ i an er is used on
John D. Hopkins, R. R. 4, Decatur No Yes No Yes Yes ;’;&::’SP:;";:‘:: township roads outside the City townships.
Friends Creek Township c policy on :’:ag;“‘:" .h“;?sog]o";“ e N
i : o F year 1
‘ F. R. Col.(en, Argenta No Yes Yes Yes Yes | §.'1’P°f‘9§3551 far r;f?f" af;‘ hridas yyns) 5;;?53‘- cut for residents of the City o d
'! Ralph Heinle, Argenta R SR [Al\ ‘pue a00d SS0I0 pay  paepums juadap e e Sunioddn:
: UG APSUBUL ay) ‘sapueyy) ooyw) ‘Auny -jpps swiooaq o3 3jqeun asoy) ure
Long Creek Township : 51;3 Suipuels uopeAleg  ‘odiatag ‘i"we:[—sap “UIE g 'guguuddns-Jps SU0SING
Dale Maricle, Lake City Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes xing ‘Burdpears -uale oregm areand 4q se [Pm ayew dpay 1 sswesSord arjer o
John P. Pickett, R. R. 5, Decatur No Yes Yey Yes x 2 PUDI o se uomssuuwon pry oyqng siou o5 soamoalqo senp aiess stouyy)
SR : A% YA I 2y Aq pozruBooar si—sBad  jo sme[ aouesisse orqnd ayp
Niantic Township ‘dppy areuors  azenbs asay 10 sojoyg 21enbs puy *qol pre a1yqnd a1 jo 31ed
Rolla W, Gordy, Illiopolis o AT R R SR ‘;l:;’ :L‘g’ad 03 PIey uajo os og3 no yoreds AJUO St 3wyl Ing ‘soapaswa ssnoc
: 10 IO ‘pasg 03 a|qeun are oyw
Oakley Townshi : o—uweidord  uonenfiqeyar  pa 7 g
R y hip w ;::a -pusdxo 4pasS ¢ 105 poou -t Md] mou quKuzux U0 ‘3780
uis Baker, R. R. 1, Oakley X Yes Yes Yes Yes xPnpa1 usagq , Mojun o dpy pnoys sapnt
Russell Hamm, R. R. 1, Oaklev pad SRS GRS $319UaBY ABAL JO 3108 _nuuion [B20] SE [[2M Se SuduIUIL:
2 3 T o1 Ssouryyy ‘[euoszaduwr ASuiseorour a0 aers pue [epaj Jeqy saeig
Pleasant View Township a1 foqr  Butmossq st deys &aos v ur sy panun) o wr Lorod  pada:
Merle Kreher, Blue Mound e e e . [uspaxdun s seumiojun oy AppBie; a1e o8 usaq ey 1 swad ¢z 109
® Jo swopi adoad 100d s Aepo] “Affenpraip "€01 *(stourp
Whitmore Township 4 ojna 2 -ut paIopisuod aq 0 sey 98ED YO urayinog) Kaumoy uIpjueLy put

Robert E. Hunn. Oreans
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Voters Have
State Meeting

In Chicago for the opening ses-
sions of the League of Women Vo-
ters 28th biennial convention start-
ing today are five delegates of the
Decatur League:

Msrs. L. L. Colvis

Mrs.  John  Donovan, state
board member

Mrs. John Fairs

Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt, second
vice president

Mrs. H. W, Gibson, president

Attendance to the three-day con-
vention in the' Congress Hotel is
expected to be 500, delegates from ||
62 Leagues in the state. Thcl‘“
schedule began with registration ||
at 9:30 a. m. today followed by a||
series of sessions Mrs. Gibson will ||
attend one of the meetings forl|
League presidents at which the re- ||
tiring state president, Mrs. Robert||
J. Phillips of St. Charles will pre-
side.

Delegates will elect officers for
the next two years and adopt a
program for support to cover three
items: 2

Promote citizen responsibility

for court reorganization and non- ||

partisan selection of the judiciary
Improvement of election laws
and procedures
Evaluation of public school fin-
ance.

On the slate of nominations for |

state officers is Mrs. Donovan for||

president, who is a past president |
of the Decatur League.

J;?%;/rj
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sions of the League of Women Vo-
ters 28th biennial convention start-
ing today are five delegates of the

Decatur League:

Mrs. L. L. Colvis

Mrs.  John Donovan, state
board member

Mrs. John Fairs

Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt, second
vice president

Mrs. H. W. Gibson, president

Attendance to the three-day con-
vention in the Congress Hotel is
expected to be 500, delegates from
J62 Leagues in the state. The

schedule begins with registration
at 9:30 a. m. today followed by a
series of sessions Mrs. Gibson will
attend one of the meetings for
League presidents at which the re-
tiring state president, Mrs. Robert
J. Phillips of St. Charles will pre-
side.

Delegates will elect officers for
the next two years and adopt a|
program for support to cover three,
items: e ‘

Promote citizen responsibility
for court reorganization and non.

pattisan selection of the judiciary| |

Improvement -of election ]awsJ“'

s
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Women Voters Elect

Chicago, May 15, (AP)

Mrs. Harper Andrews of Ke-|year terms included:

wanee was elected president today
ot the Illinois League of Women
Voters. She succeeds Mrs. Robert
J. Phillips of St. Charles.

The league at its 28th biannual
convention adopted a resolution

supporting a proposed state con-
stitutional amendment for judicial’
reform, g

Other officers elected to two

Mrs. Ronald J. Chrisie of Glen-
view, Mrs. John J. Donovan of
Decatur, and Mrs. Remick Me-
Dowell of Lake Bluff, vice-presi-|:

dents. :

Mrs. Robert Pebworth of River-
dale, secretary, and Mrs. Edwin
Swick of St. Charles, treasurer.

il

|

‘Women Voters In Chicago

In Chicago for the opening ses- and procedures

Evaluation of public school

ance.

On the slate of nominations

state officers is Mrs. Donovan
president, who is a past presic
of the Decatur League.
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Mrs. VanWyck
Heads Judicial
Reform Group

A committee of Macon County
citizens was formed yesterday to

{work for adoption of judicial

reform.

Mrs. Allen Van Wyck  was
named chairman.

The committee will work to sup-
port and provide education about
judicial reform.

Now, judicial reform is in the

hands of a joint Senate-House
Committee of the General Assem-
bly.

}I,iarold Pogue, Decatur business-
man, recently accepted an appoint-
ment from a state citizen’s com-
mittee which is backing judicial
reform.

He called the meeting of the
Macon County people yesterday.
The local committee will meet
again at 4 p.m. May 29.

The House-Senate Committee is
scheduled to report on the judicial
amendment Thursday.

The work of the local commit-
e will partly be determined by
he report of the General Assembly
tommittee.

All the people who met yester-
lay, with the exception of Ed-
vard Lindsay, editor of Lindsay-
schaub Newspapers, represented
jroups whose state organizations
tave come out for iudicial reform.

Lindsay, a backer of the proposal,
ipoke to the group.

Sommittee Members

‘On the committee are:

Mrs. Allen Van Wyck

Carl R. Miller, a member of the
tate committee which drafted the
roposed amendment

Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt, League of
Vomen Voters

Mrs. H. W. Gibson, president
£ the League of Women Voters

Mrs. F. Hanly Brock, legisla-
ve committee chairman of the
anerican Assn.  of University
Vomen

Gordon L. Davis, Decatur Edu-
ition Assn,

Bennett Bradley Jr., Junior

hamber of Commerce

Austin - Buchanan Jr., Junior
hamber of Commerce

Carl Damery, Macon County
arm Bureau

Roy Schilling, Decatur Council
ithe Parent-Teacher Assn, -
H. K. Williams, president-elect
‘the Assn. of Commerce
‘Henry H. Bolz, executive secre-
ty of the A of C ¥

i

e
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ice President
Speaks To Board Today

The League of Women Voters
of Decatur has as its guest Mrs.
Remick McDowell, of Lake Bluf, |
one of the vice presidents of the |
linois League. Mrs. McDowell |
is the house guest of Mrs. G.R.|
Cohn, 777 S. Monroe St. g

A buffet luncheon at the home
of the local League president,
Mrs. H. W. Gibson, 160 Kellar
Lane, was given today for Mrs.
McDowell and local board mem-
bers. Mrs. McDowell spoke to
Ithe board concerning League
work. -

The local League is planning
to publish this year a handbook
on government in Macon County.
In the spring the candidates’ meet-
ing wilF again be held, and can-
didates” questionnaire will be put

out as part of the Decatur League's

FIETIEERG A T
ARy
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ague Outlines Year's Work

voters’ service work in the com-
munity, Study during the next
vear will also encompass election
procedures, in addition to the
fields listed below.

New officers and board mem-
bers who will serve during the
next year, their position on the

Mrs. L. L. Colvis, membership
Mrs. H. G. Bolton, township

study

Mrs. T. L. Hurst, voters’ serv-

ice chairman

Mrs. Porter French, water study
Mrs. Edward-  Booth, publica-

tions.

_5

board and the work they will be ‘_\
responsible for are: :

Mrs. H. W. Gibson president

Mrs. Loring Unger, first vice
president, - program and units.

Mrs. C. F. Gebhardt second
vice president, judicial item chair-
man and public relations

Mrs. E. J. Cresswell, secretary,
action chairman <

Mrs. G. R. Cohn, treasurer

Mrs. James Leigh, finance

Mrs. John H. Fairs, bulletin

Mrs. Ralph Frederickson, public
school finance

Mrs. Clifford Smith, federal

loyalty security program

o i

'Women Voters

i

|

state convention in Chicago, will
| be presented.

|West, Mrs. Edward Stivers, Mrs.‘ ]
‘Richard Holscher, M rs. Arthur!
|Adelman, Mrs, Harold Brintling- |
{er and Mrs. Robert Crawford.

Hold Coffee |

The annual membership coffee|
of the League of Women Voters|

Decatur, Illinois, Friday, August

2, 1957.

I
C
will be held at 9:30 a.m. Thurs- E
day at the home of M. John I
Fairs of 43 N. Country Club Rd.|.

“The Letter,” a skit given at the ]

In charge of arrangements for| )
the coffee are Mrs. L. L. Colvis,
chairman, and committee members
Mrs. Richard Wood, Mrs. Russell

p——
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5, gwoupof’ Decatur residents
last ‘night met to act as a citi-
zens committee on various prob-
lems, including taxation, the po-
sibility of a city manager form
of government and forming a
City of Decatur T ip.

Checking tax figures are Mrs.
Lucy Oplinger, former member
of the Decatur Board of Educa-
tion, Leonard W. Sturm and
Harold L. Turner, who origi-
nated the idea. g
(Herald and’Rwiew Photo)

Citizens Group Urges
City-Township Action

By Norman J. Puhek

Of The Herald Staff

A citizens committee last night
oted to ap County

S

|

mnd urge the formation of a City
of Decatur Township.

The group, which met at the re-
Juest o%r Harold L. Turner, De-
;atur businessman, also di
axation, criticized the city admin-
stration and talked about how a
sty manager form of government
night relieve some of the prob-
lem.‘fl:ehey see. '

- action on ing a City
sF Decatur Townshtme}go:mg at the
equest of F. M. Lindsay, presi-
fent of Lindsay:Schaub Newspap-

certain town-

ws”
Under the 7
bip ffice R St g

s ol S AN T e
Ty

e

1 vear.
The matter came before the

names and introduced by Demo-
crats on the Board. .

Since the Board committee was

Orcl

Lindsay said there is no need
to wait until December. He also
said there has been much study on
a city-township and it should be
created. !

Lindsay's motion asked the
group to sponsor a plan to make
the city of Decatur co-existent with
Decatur Township.

The Board meets Sept. 10 and
a number of the 25 present last
night indicated they would at-
tend the meeting.

Lindsay also said that other
sons interested in the idea wi
gend o loinee
Taxation Outlined
‘Mrs. H. W. Gibson, president

the League of Women Voters,
discussed taxation. She said that
many portions of it are regulated

: ‘ond reach of
She said a city manager form of !
government probably would not?
result in much smaller tax bills,}
hut micht be more efficient, and:

r-
at-




~ A group of Decatur residents Checking tax M

Jast night met to act as a citi-  Lu (gplgngcr,, member
sens committee on various prob-  of the Decatur Board of Educa-
lems, includinig taxation, the po-  tion, Leonard W. St ‘and
sibility of a city manager form  Harold L. Turner, who origi-

of government and forming a
City of Decatur Townsiip.

Citizens Group | e
City-Township Action

By Norman J. Puhek ~ [names and introduced by Demo-
Of The Herald Statf crats on the Board.

A citizens committee last night

voted to appear before the County

and urge the formation of a City
Jof Decatur Township.

The group, which met at the re-
|quest o Harold L. Turner, De-
‘catur businessman, also discussed
‘mmtion, criticized the city admin-
istration and talked about how a
city manager form of government
might relieve some of the prob-
| lems they see.

The action on supporting a City
of Decatur Townshfi;};o::::eg at the
request of F. M. Lindsay, presi-
dent of Lindsay-Schaub Newspap-

iy

Lindsay said there is no need
December. He also

to wait until D

said there has been 0
+ i township and it should b
i e SR :
Lindsay's motion asked the

group to r a plan to make
the city ofm co-existent with
Decatur Township. :
The Board meets Sept. 10 and
2 number of the 25 present lasi
night indicated they would at
tend the meeting.
Lindsay also said tha

Under the plan, certain town-iend

s?‘ijn offices would be abolishedf.

and their duties taken over by the} " :

ciy: Resultng savings have been  presid

estimated at $75,000 to $100,000{% s

a year. . . il :
The matter came before the]manY portions of it are regulate

time the Board referred it to af0%% &PCLTH P

committee, instructed to report o s bl woul[:mn:

Y i Defeaies result in much smaller tax bill

The city-township idea was sup-

ng 800

but might be more efficient, an

\ported by a petition beari

— AT . 6

m:érs economies would be pra
d' A * 'S :“ p
Ms. Gibson said citizens coul

take action on some taxes ané Cit
Council moves through petitior
\and ultimately referendums. St

also said that a bloc of 15 pers
¢ ntrol the an

robably could contre

levied.

Turner said his
ting
his taxes

reason. for g

len a

|“"’ m oots level.” %
p!;::said he believes ”ﬁxE:\i:
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Voters League
Region Meets
Here Monday

League of Women Voters of !
Illinois will have a regional meet- |
ing in Decatur Monday from lO|
j3. m. to 3 p. m. in the YMCA
i‘building. Members from Cham-
4Eaign County, Danville, Gales-
tburg, Lincoln, McLean County,
Peoria  and Springfield will meet |
with the Decatur group. |

The meeting, under the dircc-!
tion of Mrs. Ellis H. Harris of
Northbrook and Mrs. Remick Mec- !
Dowell of Lake Bluff, is one of|

|six such meetings being held|

throughout the state during the:
montﬁ of September, !

In the morning session, one
group will discuss the League
work in the field of indi\-id%.lal
liberties with Mrs. Harris in'
charge. Another group, under the
direction of Mrs. McDowell, will
consider memberships, types of
meetings and discussion techniques.

After lunch in the YMCA, there |
will be a film on discussion tech-
niques and then a sample League|
meeting on individual liberties,

The meetings arc designed to be
helpful to local League presidents |
amf chairmen of unit, membership;
program, discussion, and individ-
ual liberties. The meetings are open |
to all members, |

i

Decatur, Illinois, Tuesday, September 24, 1957

S Rt s e

>

Voters League Has Regional Meeting

Leaders of the League of
Women Voters regional meeting
in the YMCA Monday are,
from left, Mrs. Ellis Harris of
Northbrook, director of the state

board; Mrs. H. W. Gibson,
president of the Decatur League;
Mrs. Remick McDowell of Lake
Bluff, state vice president; and
Mrs. O, E. Schlachter, Decatur,

chairman of arrangements. Indi-
vidual liberties, memberships
and discussion techniques were
on yesterday's agenda. :

(Herald and Review Photo}
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Citizens C’o/m ittee

The group of individuals attempting to breath life into
a citizens committee to study and help correct the tax assess-
ment problem, or problems, should be praised highly for
their efforts, and the next meeting of the group should
have several hundred taxpayers from all walks of life in
attendance. :

There should also be no obstacles thrown in the path
of such a worthy cause by those who have their own projects
to further and are seeking additional help and strength in
pushing them across.

There are many problems in this, and all other com-|

- munities, that need study and wotk, however, a group wish-
ing to serve their community and their fellow taxpayers
in the basic problem of taxes, should have no one attempt-
ing to weaken their position by introducing their own pet
project to take time and effort away from the main issue
—taxes. ‘
With several hundred people, from all levels, showing
a distinct interest in making the group into a solid, perma-
nent organization, there should be much of value to the
community accrue from their efforts. And, as time goes
on they can, and probably will, make exhaustive studies of
many other important issues and offer their help to the
proper officials.

Notice of the next meeting should be the signal for
vevery taxpayer in the community to set aside that time to
attend and determine for themselves whethr or not they
believe such a group could serve usefully in the attempt to

bring the tax picture in proper focus.
— o
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DECATUR TOWNSHIP ’Qﬁouesj

- COUNTY BOARD TURNS
- DOWN WAGE BOCST
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Will Lawyers
Support Court
“Reform Effort?

By O. T. Banton
OF The Herald and Review Staff

Chicago, Aug. 31

The Illinois and Chicago Bar'
Assns. will meet in Chicago Satur-

| day to ‘decide whether or not to

support the judicial reform amend-|

ment that will be subjected 1o a|

statewide referendum in Novem-|
Ler, 1958.
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Women Mobilize :

On Waterfront

GOVERNMENTS on all ley-
els are now concerned with the
conservation of water, a prime
natural resource which can no
longer be taken for granted.

Nature’s balance has been dis-
turbed by modern ways of liv-
ing, and of making a living. The
demands of industry have drained

e e

streams -that once supplied water

in plenty to the people who lived
on its banks. Concentrations of
population have made it necessary
to bring water from great dis-
tances for drinking, for houschold
and industrial use.

The clearing of forests and the
tilling of the soil have hastened
the erosion of land and the silt-
ing of streams and impounded
lakes. Increased use of water in
manufacturing, in air condition-
ing, in automatic household ap-

pliances and more baths, has low- |

ered water tables and taxed the
wells and reservoirs that once
provided all the water needed in
2 community.

The water situation is now be-
ing studied by national and state

uation; they must provide water,
and make certain there will be
water in the future. In hundreds

of Illinois communities the wa-

ter problem already is at the tax
and bond issue stage of solution.

Government agencies may as
well face up to their responsibili-
ties to provide and to conserve wa-
ter. They are going to be—shall
we sayi—encouraged, to do that
duty.

The League of Women Voters,
& non - partisan organization of
women established to study and
act on governmental issues, has
made & national project of water
conservation.

Public officials, newspaper ed-

. governments, Local governments |
. must do more than study the sit-

ftors and political leaders have

admiration and a healthy respect
for the energy and for the dedi-
cation of the women of the League
when they tackle a problem, or
adopt a cause. We can expect un-
remitting action on the water-
front,

=i e

City-Township Proposal

Once again we say the proposal for a City of Decatur
Township may be a good one. However, we hasten to add, we
doubt if anyone knows for sure’if that is true.

We believe that it will take time to study the proposition
from all angles before anyone ean make a competent evalua-
tion. All the good points, and bad ones alike, must be found
and balanced one against the other, before approval or dis-
approval can be offered by anyone, The fact that it might have
proven to be either right or wrong some -other place has to
no bearing what-so-ever on the local situation, because every
community has conditions peculiar unto itself.

- We are more than happy with the fact that the County
Board of Supervisors have a committee appointed to give
lengthy study to the problem, with instructions to report their
findings in detail at the December meeting of the board, The
fact that the committee is composed of members of one politi-
cal party, should have no effect on the findings what-so-ever.
It is an issue for or against the best interests of their constitu-
tents, and if they were to let political inclinations prevent
their making an honest report, they would prove themselves
not worthy of the trust placed in them by the voters.

We do not believe they will do such a thing. Their indivi-
dual records indicate they will be honest and straightforward |

in their study and report of the proposal.

We believe the committee will make an exhaustive study
and prepare themselyes to make a comprehensive report and
recommendations at the December meeting , . . and that will
be plenty fast for a good job, !

- THE DECATUR 1

“The Community !-’apcr"

Tax Multiplier a Penalty for Apathy 948 iy

Officials of Macon and a num- ments, now permissible Amnder
ber of other IHinois counties are state law.
understandably disturbed over the ~ One reason why Macon Coun-

, —
report that their tax multipliers !Y'S assessments are unrealistically

3 low in some instances, necessitat-
may be increased.

- X ing a higher tax multiplier, is that
Pf tax multipliers tentatively goyerg] of the individual town-
assigned by the State Revenue

Department to 63 counties, all
but two are higher. This means,
of course, that individual prop-
erty tax bills in those counties
will be higher next year.

Macon  County’s multiplier
(1.0204) already is higher than
the perfect “‘one,” which means
assessed valuations assigned to lo-
cal properties ‘are not keeping
pace with actual market values.
Now Macon County seems des-
tined for another increase in its
1nultiplier.

Not all of this is the fault of
local assessors. Under the quad-
rennial system of assessing, val-
uations naturally fall behind the
market in' a time of rising prop-
erty prices.

But Macon County could con-
trive to hold down its tax multi-
plier. It has the weapon with
which to da so.

That instrument is the effice

b ot county supervisor of assess-

ship assessors are not listing prop-
erty on a fair and equitable basis.
Similar properties “in different
townships vary widely in assessed
valuation.

A Macon County assessments
supervisor would have the autho-
rity and the desire to standardize
assessments among the 17 town-
ships, which ought to have the
cffect of satisfying state officials
that this country was assessing for
tax purposes on an equitable ba-
sis.

The Macon County Board of ‘

Supervisors has the power to cre-
ate a county assessments super-
visor. But so far the members,
while claiming they recognize the
need, have been unable to find
the time or money with which to
create this valuable office. As a
consequence, Macon  County
property owners may be penal-
ized by a higher tax multiplier
;nd correspondingly higher tax
ills.
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- Reject Bid For

" 'GOP Supervisors

City Township

Motion to Table

Lonnon Resolution
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Federal-Loyalty
Program Topic for

- Women Voters

The Federal - Loyalty Security
Program will be discussed at the
‘lregular meetings Wednesday of the

League of Women Voters.

\ The morning session will be in'
‘the home of Mrs. Hilmer Land-
‘holt, 316 S, Linden Ave., at 9:30
|a.m. with Mrs. Nat Kessler as dis-
cussion leader. The evening meet-
ling to be in the home of Mrs. H.
W, Gibson, 160 Kellar Lane at
7:30 p.m. and will have Mrs. Neal
Doubleday leading discussions.

At the present time the Federal-
Loyalty Security Programs = cover
about one out of every ten adult
citizens in this country either
through employment in the gov-
|ernment, those in the armed serv-

| Woitien loters
Discussion
Meet Planned

Federal-Loyalty Security p

ices, those who work on American l
ships, or on strategic docks, those |;

who handle

classified information |

in defense plants or those who
work with atomic secrets.

The groups will discuss the pur-
pose of these programs and the

achieving of their goals.

ro-

grams will be discussed at the

meeting of the League
Women Voters Wednesday.

of

It was pointed out that these
programs at present cover
about one of every ten adult
citizens in this country, classi-
fied as: those who work for
Uncle Sam; those who wear

his uniform; those who work

on American ships, or on stra

gic docks; those who handle

te-

classified information in de-
fense plants, and those who

work with atomic secrets.
Some of the gquestions to

covered in the discussion are:

what are these loyalty-secur

be

ity

programs designed to do? Are

they achieving their goals?

|you think these programs

Do

should cover more or less peo-

ple than are now included?

The morning session of the
meeting will be held at the
home of Mrs. Hilmer Landholt,
316 S. Linden, at 9:30, the even-

ing meeting will be held

at

|7:30 at the home of Mrs. H. W

-~ wnn TPataw T ana

League Not Committed
"To the Editor: (1€~ f < |
Some citizens in the commu-
nity are assuming that the League
of Women Voters of Decatur fa-
vors a City of Decatur Town-
ship. This is not the case. On
the questionnaire sent to candi-
dates for the Board of Super
visors last March, the League ask=
ed the question, ‘Do you favor
the creation of & City of Decatur
Township?” On questionnaires
the League may ask questions

| concerning any current political

issue. e League may or may
not have studied the area cover:
ed by the question. :
Candidates’ questionmires are
a service to the voter in which
the League acts as a neutral mid-

. dleman, collecting candidates’

answers on current issues and
then publishing both questions

" and answers for the voter's bene-

fit. s £
A general study of townshif
government is scheduled this fall
and winter which will include 2
study of a City of Decatur Town-
ship. Until the study i com-
leted, the League cannot take a
stand for or against this issue-
Nioiiow o Niive s HLOW, Gibsony







- YW Luncheon Wednesday

~ Topic Is Pros and Cons of City Manager Plan

Pros and cons of the city man-
ager form of government will be
|debated at the January Public Af-
fairs luncheon “at the YWCA at
noon  Wednesday, according
to Mrs. Nat Kessler who is in
charge of the meeting. Mrs. H. W.
Gibson, president of the League of
Women Voters, will present * the
|points  for the plan and Mar-

shall Susler, Decatur attorney who
has made a study of the city man-
ager form, will, for the sake of
argument only, take the negative
viewpoint.

Luncheon will be served at
noon promptly, with the meeting
closing at 1:30 p.m. Reservations
must be called in to the YWCA
by noon Monday. )

JECATUR SUNDAY HE

Voters League
Topics Concern
Election Ballots |

I

January units of the League of |

Women Voters will meet Wednes- |

¢ day to discuss laws concerning |

registration, marking and counting |
ballots. ‘

Morning group will meet at
9:30 am. in the home of Mrys.
Forest Martin, 235 Park Pl. and
the evening group will meet at
7:30 p.m. in the home of Mrs, |
Gerald D. Cox, 834 W. Division |
St. |

Material on the short ballot, con- |
solidation of elections and the ab-|
sentee ballot will be presented by
Mrs. William Winn, Miss Grace
Bridges. Mrs. E. C. Stivers and
Mrs. Robert Cole. i

| Lmdhonﬁto»Spuk
' To Volers League

The ’eague of Women Voters
will have its general membership
% luncheon at 12:45 p-m. Thursday

in the YMCA.

Covernment.”’

Hilmer Landholt, state’s attor-
faey, will speak on “Township |
i

i~ Reservations for the luncheon
close Wednesday. They are being

taken by Ms. L. L. Colvis.

Discuss City
Manager Plan

Pros and cons of the city man
ager form of government will be
debated at the January Publiz Af-
fairs luncheon at the YMCA at
noon Wednesday, accordingl|
to Mrs. Nat Kessler who is in
charge of the meeting. Mrs. H. W.
Gibson, president of the League of
Womzen Voters, will present the
Ipoints for the plan and Mr. Mar-
shall Susler, Decatur attorney who
has made a study of the city man-
ager form, will, for the sake of
argument only, take the negative
viewpoint.

Luncheon will be served at
noon promptly, with the meeting
closing at '1:30 p:am. Reservations
must be called in to the YVVCAI
by noon Monday. |

League Of Voters
To Hold Talks On
Ballot Marking

January ‘units of League of
Women Voters will discuss laws
concerning registration and the
marking and counting of bal-!

lots January 15 in meetings at
‘two places. B ?

The first will be held at 9:30
am. in the home of Mrs. Forest
Martin, 235 Park pl., and other
meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. in
the home of Mrs. Gerald D. Cox |
| 834 Wi Division ‘st. okt '
" Mhs! Wiliam Winn, 2080 W. |
Riverview st, Mrs. Grace!
Bridges, 262 S. Union- st., ‘Mrs.
E. C. Stivers, 2034 W. Forest st.,
and Mrs. Robert Cole, 1123 W.

\Macon st will_ present  the

material. :
Brief discussions of the short
and absentee ballots and the

fconsolidation of elections also

will be discussed.
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Raly

. Reporter
Listen to Town & Counftry Re- at the Salen
porter Monday through Friday on March 22. On
WDZ at 12:25 p.m. Bring your have a Chick

Town & Country news items to!land Carnival
. Ralph Colburn, Standard Hatch- |at 5 p.m. Thi
ery Feed & Seed, 919 E. Wood st. cated one mil
¥ % and 36 and 1
E George Vest of 3212 Lakeland'i
Road, who used to work with usj Frank M.

here at Standard, is doing real 'celebrated hi
well with the Country Life Insur- Sunday _in U

y %" e

Mrs. Thomas L. Hurst, chairman, and Robert L. Shade, mode

” s . s rator, for tonight’
public meeting, “Your Date With the Candidates,” at 8 o’clock in Stephen Decatur Igllgl:
School Auditorium look over the program and discuss procedures. The meetfing is
sponsored as a./service to voters by the League of Women Voters of Decatur.




Primary Candidates Appear:
To Give Election Views

“your Date with the Candidates”
is the theme of the public meet-
ing sponsored, as a service to
voters, by The League of Women
Voters of Decatur at the Stephen
Decatur High School Auditorium
tonight at 8:00.

This meeting gives the voters
an opportunity to hear and ques-
tion the candidates who will be
voted on in the Primary Election,
April 8.

The League, a non-partisan or-
ganization, sent letters of invita-
tion to 40 candidates, those seek-
ing their party’s nomination for
office of U. S. Representative from
22nd Congressional District; State
Representative from 47th District;
State Treasurer; State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction;
County Judge; County Clerk;
County Treasurer; County Sher-
iff; County Superintendent of
Schools; and to candidates seeking
election to party position of State
Central Committeeman for 22nd
Congressional District and Repre-
sentative Committeeman for 47th
District.

Those who will speak briefly
will be candidates for U. S. Repre-
sentative, State Representative,
State Central Committeeman, and
Representative Commibtteeman.

Speeches by candidates for party

offices will be a special feature of
this meeting. All other candidates
'will be introduced and along with
those who speak will answer writ-
ten questions put to them by the
voters during the last half of the
meeting. Moderator will be Robert
L. Shade.
... Printed p will be dis-
‘tributed at the meeting to give
aid to the voters. They contain
information about the duties of
each office, term, and salary and
pertinent  political information
about all the candidates.

Candidates for Precinct Com-
mitteeman will be given identifi-
cation badges to wear at the meet-
ing, since they will be elected at
the primary. The Stephen Decatur
High School band, under direction
of Glenn W. Johnston, will play
preceeding the meeting.

Candidates for United States
Representative have been asked
to comment on any phase of the
following:

1. With which aspect of United
States Foreign policy are you most
in agreement? Of which are you
most eritical?

2. In what domestic legislation
are you especially interested?

Candidates for State Represent-
ative have been asked to speak

on one or more of the following:

1. In the field of constitutional
revision what, in your opinion, is
most urgent other than the judi-
cial amendment?

2. Do you plan to support the
judicial amendment in your cams
paign?

3. As you see it now, what is
the state’s financial responsibility
for a strong foundation program
in all Illinois schools?

4. Do you believe that the pres-
ent organization for administering
welfare services in Illinois is ef-
fective? ;

Candidates are:

U. S. Representative
(22nd District)
*Robert B. Borchers
*Charles Henry Kelly
*Dr. Carlton H, Myers

*John W. Alsup
*Paul H. Ferguson
*George M.
*Robert W. McCarthy
*John R. Muehlebach
*Barrett F. Rogers
State Treasurer
Louis E. Beckman
Joseph D. Lohman
Warren E. Wright
State Superintendent of
Public Instruction
Lar (America First) Daly
Gerald W. Smith
George T. Wilkins
State Central Committeeman
(22nd District)
*Roy R. Anthony
*Tom E. Grace ;
*George P. Johns ,
*Thomas F. Walsh g
Represeniative Cominiii cemen
Pete Mattchen
*J. Fred Richter
County Judge
*QGus T. Greanias
#*Orville 8. Kahn
County Clerk
*Wayne N. Mercer
‘Lawrence Tangney
County Sheriff
*Shirley L. Bishop |
*Fred O. Hale
“Pledger H. Hensley
*Dyle Kirby
*Lee A. Miller
*Joe Peters .
#*John E. Prescott
*Emery M. Thornell
*L. F. “Larry” Withrow
County Superintendent of Schools
*James R. Belt
*William R. Woodward
County Treasurer
*Ray A. Dillinger
*C. W. Peebles

* Wwill be at meeting.
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. Mrs. H. W Gibson, president
of the League of Women Voters of
Decatur, have received notice that
|Mlinois has been honored by the
selection of Mrs. Robert J. Phil-
lips, St. Charles, as the nominee
for the president of the League of
Women Voters of the United
States. Election will take place at
the national convention of the
League in Atlantic City, April 21
through 25. - ‘ j
Mrs. Phillips is immediate past
president of the Illinois League,
1953 to 1957, and a member of
the national board since May
1957. She has been a member of
the League since 1926, the year she
graduated « from Knox . College,
Galesburg. Upon graduation from
college, she joined the staff of the
Ilinois League where she remain-
ed until 1933. In 1929 she helped
to organize the League in Elgin
and also was president of the Glen
|Ellyn League. She is now a mem-
ber of the Geneva - St. Charles
League. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips
have a married daughter and three
andchildren, and a son who is

College. Mr. Phillips is an invest-
ment dealer, and the family lives
at “Windswept’ a six acre country
home. ;

If elected, Mrs. Phillips will
| serve as the national spokesman for
proximately 130,000 members in
] the 48 states, Hawaii snd Alas-
ka.

League Studies Local

Townskip Government

The t form of township
government in Macon County
|will be discussed by members of
|the League of Women Voters on
Wednesday.

The Unit meetings will be held
at 9:30 am. in the home of Mrs.
Edward Booth,
St., and at 7:30 p. m. in the home
of Mrs. Kirby , 4 Kater Dr.

. Committee members who have
{been studying township govern-
ment are: ; ;

Mis. Lowell Gill

Mrs. M. N. Bennett

Mis. Don Livergood

Mrs. E. C. Stivers

Mrs. William Kuntz

| lel:linois Has Can

| Voters League Chooses National Nominee

"dateW

ol
Mrs. H. W. Gibson. :

Unit chairmen, Mrs, Hilmeti
Landholt and Mrs. Gerald Cox,
will be available to help any mem-
hers in need of transportation.

Mrs. Thomas Protzman
Mis. E. J. Cresswell
Mis. Loring Unger
Mrs. Charles Griffin

" Qutline Platform

in his third year at Arizona State *

328 N. Edward |

Voters League
Has Election

M. L. L. Colvis has been
elected new prcsidcm of the
League of Women Voters.

Her slate of officers for the com-
ing vear includes:

Mrs. Robert L. Cole, first vice
president

i}f? ..

—
E_op A sl

[foﬂL.f’L‘"‘»L«-'&LL/ /

Mrs. T. L. Hurst, second vice
president

Mrs. Gershom Cohn, treasurer

Mrs. H. H. Gilson is retiring
president.
|" Plans of the group for the year
include:

A continuing study and analy-|
gis of governments within "Macon|
County with action swhere indi-|
cated

Study of urban renewal and an-
alvsis of . Decatur’s needs for an
_effective urban renewal program

A study of Decatur’s water re-
sources with special emphasis on’
the Big Creek development.

Other projects the group will
continue to support are:

School finaneial and organiza-
tional meeds where such support
is deemed in the best interests of
the community

Council - manager form of gov-
ernment in preference to the com-
mission form of government

l

;
/ citizens of the Decatur Sanitary
District with adequate sanitary fa-
cilities
Continued action in the field of
geriatrics and mental health.
!

et el P L ST
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lLeague of Women Voters in an

'ment of geriatric

Sewer system which ptovides all “

Women Voters
Name Mrs. Colvis
‘As President

Mrs. L. L. Clovis, 559 S. Taylor .,
st., was elected president of the

election held last week.

The League intends to study
during the year such questions as:
Urban renewal and analysis of |
Decatur’s needs in such a program; |
Decatur’s water resources, Wwith |
special emphasis on the Big Creek
development; sewer and sanitation
facilities; school financial and or-|
ganimtional requiremeuts: the !
council-manager form of govern-!
ment as opposed to the commission
system; and contigued develop-
and mental
health projects.

Algo elected at the meeting were:

Mrs. Robert L. Cole, 1st vice
president

Mrs. T. L, Hurst,
dent

Mrs. Gershom Cohn, treasurer.

Retiring president is Mrs. H. H.
Gilson. st S |

2nd vice presi- |







