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By Ron Ingram .

Efforts of several social service
agencies, community organizations and
churches will be coordinated to provide
emergency shelter in Decatur,

The Decatur-Macon County Opportu-
nities Corp., which is operating an
emergency shelter house at 960 N. Jor-
don St., called a meeting with represen-
tatives of DOVE Ine, the Decatur
Council of Community Services’ Com-
prehensive Emergency Services Com-
mittee, the Decatur League of Women
Voters, YWCA, First Presbyterian
Church, 1llinols Department of Public
Aid and City of Decatur.

Fred Spannaus, executive director of
DOVE, invited those present to join the
emergency housing advisory council of
DMCOC,

The council, of which Spannaus is a
member, has been working toward the
opening of the emergency house for sev-
eral years.

The Jordon Street house was pur-
chased by the City of Decatur and
leased to DMCOC for $1 a year. It is
intended for use by families in times of
crisis. They may need temporary shel
ter hecause of a fire, eviction or marital
problems.

‘. The four-bedroom house is reserved
for use by families because of its size,
aid . Vau Deventer, housing
 specialist with DMCOC,
 Between Sept. 5, 1978, and April 3 she
| 113 referrals for emergency hous-
ng, of which she knows 84 found hous-

pes an.
Sincluding

ey,

nstant supervision and a counseling
__program are needed for these rersms, i

_usually battered women, she said.

. Spannaus agreed a refuge for victims
_of domestic violence is needed and that
the Jordon Street house, as now oper-
ated, is not a suitable place for them.
‘This is a need that could be worked on
jointly, he suggested.

The YWCA might coordinate with the
DMCOC, using its outreach staff to aid
with needs of domestic violence vie-
tims, while in return the YWCA could
make counseling services available,
Mrs. Kranz offered.

Those present Thursday agreed there
is a need for a central referral point
that persons in need could call. The
Council of Community Services com-
mittee has been looking into that area
but does not have a solution, said com-
mittee member Barbara Wolie.

The Comprehensive Emergency Serv-
ices Committee has been working in
two areas — emergency housing and
education-orientation of the community
so residents are more aware of local
needs, said Carl J. Moeller, associate
executive director of the Couneil of
Community Services.

The League of Women Voters cannot
provide funds to assist an emergency
housing program but it might provide
volunteer help or assist in a lobbying
campaign to gain funding, noted Diane
Basten, a league member.
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Karen Jensen, President of Decatur Chapter of League of Women
Voters talked about organization recently.
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