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Central Illinois

Decatur, Illinois, Tuesday, October 13, 19

County tax increas

By DAWN MORVILLE
Herald & Review Staff Writer

Macon County government needs to in-
crease its tax rate to keep out of the red.

That was the news Monday from coun-
ty board Chairman Donald muﬁn after
he met with county Auditor Richard
Ferre, Treasurer Jim O. Edgcomb and
Republican board minority leader Ben-
nett Bradley Jr.

Ferre explained the budget scenario
this way:

* He and Edgcomb agree the county
will have $400,000 to $500,000 left at fiscal
year’s end Nov. 30.

» Add the same revenue of $6,942,000
for this year and wwwm total of $7.4 mil-
lion. If the county has the same expenses
as this year, it will need $7.8 million.
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$300,000 higher, the county will lose this
ear’s one-time-only revenue increase of
71,000 in the general fund.

The county has at least two major
funding unknowns: staffing of the new
county jail facility to be completed in Oc-
tober 1988 and union-negotiated salary in-
creases. :

Sheriff Lee Holsapple has estimated
that the minimum number of new em-
u_o%mom he needs is 5. For staff training
and salaries, along with an expected in-
crease in inmates, the sheriff estimates
he will need an extra $540,000 for five
months in the 1988 budget.

Also, deputies and command officers

are currently negotiating new contracts
and other county employees unions will
- soon be back at the bargaining table ask-
ing for wage increases.
For those reasons, Dipper sees a tax
increase as unavoidable.

_“I've tried to say I wouldn’t go alon
“with a full increase. I don’t like it, but
\don’t see any help coming from state or
| federal” government, said the Democrat.

“I'm not in favor of that but it looks like

e don’t have too many alternatives.”

.. The full increase to which Dipper re-
ferred was increasing the county’s pro
tax rate to the maximum allowed by

w, which is 25 cents per $100 assessed

valuation.
. The county currently taxes at a rate of
18 cents.



