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ACT I
Prologue:  Ragtime ................................................................... Company
Goodbye, My Love ..................................................................... Mother
Journey On ............................................................ Father, Tateh, Mother
Crime of the Century ....................................................... Evelyn, Chorus
What Kind of Woman .................................................................. Mother
A Shtetl Iz Amereke ........................................................... Tateh, Chorus
Success ............................................................................. Tateh, Chorus
His Name Was Coalhouse Walker ............................................... Chorus
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Finale:  Wheels of a Dream/Ragtime (Reprise) .......................... Company
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Notes on the Play__________________________
Ragtime unfolds at the turn of the last century in various settings: Ellis Island,
Broadway, Harlem, Penn Station, Atlantic City and Manhattan’s Lower East
Side.

Interwoven with such historical events as Admiral Peary’s expedition to the
North Pole, the sinking of the Lusitania, the birth of American labor unions, the
development of assembly line technology, and the dawn of the motion picture and
automotive industries, Ragtime is populated with legendary figures such as Harry
Houdini, Henry Ford, J. P. Morgan, Booker T. Washington, Emma Goldman, and
Evelyn Nesbit.

At the heart of Ragtime though, is the story of three remarkable families—one
upper-middle class, white Anglo-Saxon Protestant, one socialist immigrant
Jewish, and one Harlem Black—whose lives become dramatically intertwined
with one another and with the historical characters and events of the period.

Historical Characters______________________
Born the son of a Budapest rabbi in 1874, Ehrich Weiss immigrated to America
at the age of four. He took to the stage at age 14 as “Ehrich, the Prince of the
Air” performing as a contortionist and trapeze artist.  Later known as Harry
Houdini, he became a mesmerizing illusionist and one of the greatest escape
artists of all time who performed in the largest theaters in the world.

Believing every man, no matter what his income, should own an automobile,
Henry Ford developed the first mass-produced automobile, the Model T Ford, in
1908. When the United States entered WWII, Ford announced he would build an
aircraft plant that could produce one bomber an hour. His plant became the
largest aircraft assembly plant in the world and made B-24 Liberator bombers
until the end of the war.

As the wealthiest man in America and a leader in the financial world, J.P.
Morgan was a generous philanthropist, dedicated to the arts and education.
Morgan helped finance and organize such corporate giants as U.S. Steel, Inter-
national Harvester, AT&T, and General Electric.

Founder of the Tuskegee Institute, Booker T. Washington was a black educa-
tor who spent his life working to win equality for his race. Born a slave in 1856
and largely self-taught, Washington became an advisor to Presidents Theodore
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft on racial problems of the day. Washington
wrote several books, the most famous of which was his autobiography, Up From
Slavery (1901).

Born in Lithuania in 1869, Emma Goldman (Red Emma) immigrated to America
in 1885 and became a well-known radical anarchist and propagandist.  An
outspoken, sharp intellect, Goldman found herself in and out of American prisons
until being deported to the Soviet Union in 1917 for aiding draft resisters who
opposed the U.S. entering WWI. Goldman died in exile in Canada in 1940.

As a 16 year-old model, actress, and Gibson Girl, Evelyn Nesbit was seduced
from chastity by prominent architect, Stanford White.  White paid for taking
Evelyn’s virginity when her new husband, millionaire Harry K. Thaw, murdered
White on the rooftop of Madison Square Garden. Called the “Crime of the
Century,” the murder scandalized the nation in 1906.
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