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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, June 30,1961
SPECIAL MEETING

A special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public
Library was held in the Decatur Club, Friday, June 30, 1961, The meeting
was called to order at 8 PM by Francis Hart, vice~president. Those present were
Harold Koslofski, John Cheeks, David Pilcher, Mrs. David Greider, Francis
Hart, and Mrs. Howe., Norman Weimholt, reporter from the Herald was present.

Byron Merris, corporation counsel had drawn an agreement based om the
proposal from Carl Swartz, in which the Decatur Public Library would lease
from Swartz Homes, Inc., a building at a rental of $167.50 per month for
one year, with option for annual one-year renmewals. Said building would be
used as a branch library.

Mr. Hart presented the lease. After careful examination and discussion
Mr. Pilcher moved the approval of the lease, and adoption of the rental agree-
ment in this form, Mr. Koslofski seconded the motion. All present voted aye.
Motion was carried.

It was further decided that Mr. Swartz would meet with the properties
committee and work out the details. The lease would be signed at the next
regular board meeting.

A short report was made on the insurance meeting, held with the advisory
committee. Mr. Cheeks moved the advisory committee recommendations be adopted.
Mrs. Greider seconded the motion. All present voted aye, The motion carried.
Briefly the advisory committee suggested waiting until the equipment inventory
and book inventory was completedand then include as much of these items as
possible in the public institution insurance policy. Until that time the agent
should cover the additional policy at 100% and the other agents holding the
older policies at 80% co-insurance should bring the coverage up to 100% as of
July 17, 1961,

Mrs. Greider moved adjournment at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe
Secretary



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTOR'"S MEETING
JUNE 23, 1961

*The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors ef the Decatur Public Library
was called to order at 4:10 PM, June 23, 1961 by Mr. Francis Hart, Vice President,
in the Board Room of the Decatur Public Library, 457 North Main, Decatur, Illinois,.

Present were: Mr. Francis Hart, presiding Mr. Harold Koslofski
Mr. Dean Madden Mrs. Carolyn Greider
Mr. John Cheeks Mrs, Mary T. Howe, Secretary

Mrs. Harry Moothart
Absent were: Mr. Jack Burnett, Mr., Pilcher, and Mrs. Stern.

Others present: Misgs Esther Larimer,
Mrs. Pat Goff
Mr. Weimholt, newspaper
Mrs. Arisman

The minutes of May 26, 1961 meeting were approved as received.

Mr. Koslofski reparted an the Finance Meeting. The bills were checked and found
to be in order. Identical bids were received on the insurance and the city ad-
visory committee is working en it. i

Mr. Hart reported that Irish-Behneke will carry us until the Board takes action,

Mr, Koslofski made a2 mntion to approve Bills and Payrmll for payment., Mr. Cheeks
seconded the motion., All present veted aye. Motien carried,
Staff Salaries $.16,990.46
Janitors Salaries A472.37
$ 37,462.83

Bills Presented for $ 7,049.97
Payment

Total Salaries 17,462.83
Grand Total of June Bills §ggl§12.80

Mr, Hart reported on the Properties Meeting. He said that the Library has received
a gas permit for the Evans Branch, se that now it can be converted from oil to gas.

Mr. Cheeks entertained a motien to convert Evans to gas heat and Mrg, Moothart
seconded the motion. All present vmted aye. Motien carried.

Mr. Hart announced that the cost of the asphalt paving had been »gceived from the
city. The problem was discussed. The cost for asphalt paving is $650.15 for
Evans and $2,138.30 for the Main Building. Mr. Madden said there is no question,
it is breaking up. It should be fixed. Mr, Cheeks made the motion that the city
council be approached and ask them to include us in the bid for black topping at
the Evans Branch at the price of $2,788.45., Mr. Madden seconded the motion. All
present voted aye. Motion carried.



Minutes of the Board of Directors, June 23, 1961

Mr. Madden said that in view of the fact that Mr, Swartz's offer would be limited
as to time, the Board should give it consideration. He asked if the schools would
make land available., Mr, Hart said that was the impression he got. Mr, Madden
said that we have never had this experience with branches and could probably go
ahead without jeopardizing the talks with the schools. Mr, Madden said we can get
out after one year but it would be a mistake. He asked if there was a contract
with Mr. Swartz and asked if we had it checked by counsel, He felt that Mr. Merris
should draw up a contract, get his legal interpretation and refer it to the Board
subject to the conditions by the Board such as (1) air conditioning (2) brick
veneer construction. Mr, Cheeks seconded the motion, All present voted aye.
Motion carried.

Mr. Hart said there were two decisions to make (1) heat with gas and (2) should
the building be bricked and have limestone, or aluminum. Mr. Madden said to be
sure that there is 36,000 BTU's in the 3 ton air conditioner. He said he leaned

toward brick and made a motion for brick veneer. Mr. Cheeks seconded the
motion. All present voted aye. Motion carried. Mrs. Moothart asked if we had
to pay for repairs. Mr. Madden said this should be bgxought up by legal counsel.
We should not have to pay for trim around the windows, woodwork, etc. Mr. Cheeks
said we should make clear that our action toward going ahead with the branch does
not affect our attitude toward our talks with the school board. Mr., Madden
suggested that we write to them. Mrs. Howe, being the Secretary of the Board,
will do this.

Mr. Hart reported that the School Board and the Library Board met with represen-
tatives from the City Council. Amont those present were Mr., G, W. Madden, Mr.
Grant, Miss Donahue, Mr., Burnett, Mrs. Greider, and Mr. Hart, also Mrs. Howe and
Miss Yamamoto. There was general agreement that a library in a school building
is undesirable for a number of reasons. Everyone was in agreement that there
should be another meeting, however, none was arranged.

Mr. Madden said that we should get them to maintain the building. We should decide
after five years if we want to buy.

Mr. Cheeks thought perhaps we could put a portion of this amount in our annual
budget each year.

Mr. Cheeks announced that Mrs. Meeks resigned and that two employees have been
hired temporarily - Mr., John Rohman and Miss Martha Bunton.

Mrs. Greider said that the Policy Committee has not yet met and asked Mr, Madden
if he would continue to serve on the Board until an appointment is made.



Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting, June 23, 1961

Librarian's Report =

The meeting at the University of Chicago Graduate Library School was very
enlightning. There is a difference between the clerk and the person who steeps
himself in bibliography. Mr. Madden asked if there is any chance for a person
to be recognized as a librarian through experience after Mrs. Howe had praised
Mrs. Weidner in regard to the progress she has made since she has been here.
Mrs. Howe said, "No, she is going in a different direction". Mr. Madden felt
we should encourage the staff to become a part of our library and continue their
education.

Mrs. Howe said that Mr. Burton has found a way to recondition some of our
old furniture.

The second long range planning meeting will be June 30.

Mr. Madden asked if we had heard from Mr. Merris about the overdue book
ordinance.

Mrs. Howe said that he has our ordinance under advisement.
Mr. Madden made a motion to adjourn at 5:34 PM. Mrs. Greider seconded it.

The :ieeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe,
Secretary.



