DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING -
May 26, 1961

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public
Library, 457 North Main, Decatur, Illinois, was called to order at 4 PM by
Mr. Jack Burnett, President, in the Boyd Room of the library.

Board members present: Mr. Jack Burnett, President Mrs. Carolyn Greider
Mr. Francis Hart, Vice Pres. Mr. Dean Madden
Mrs. Harry Moothart Mr. Harold Koslofski
Mrs. Erich Stern Mr. John Cheeks
Mr. David Pilcher Mrs. Mary T. Howe, Secretary

Others present: Miss Esther Larimer, Mrs. Pat Goff, Mrs. Kay Weidner, Mrs. S.

Arisman, Mr. Weimholt, newspaper, Mr. Ralph Colburn, City Council
representative, and Mr. G. W. Madden, Board of Education.

There were no additions or corrections to the April 28 Board Minutes so Mr.
Burnett stated they were approved as received by mail.

Mr. Pilcher moved that the bills be approved for payment. Mr. Madden seconded
the motion. All present voted aye. Motion carried. Approved for payment:

Staff Salaries - $ 15,185.17

Janitor's Salaries- 458.92
Total Salaries $ 15,644.09
Operating Expenses 5,155.65
GRAND TOTAL $ 20,799.74

Mr. Hart reported that the Finance Committee met with Mr. Carl Swartz Tuesday
afternoon. This meeting stemmed from the offer from Mr. Swartz to make
available to the library, on a rental basis, the possibility of a branch
library. The location of the lot was considered. Mr. Hart read the specifi-
cations for the library. Mr. Hart said that Mr. Cheeks is interested in a
branch of permanent construction such as brick or stone and the additional
cost would be $750 for brick and $1,000 for Indiana Limestone. Our offer of
rental of 1% of the selling price per month with deduction of taxes and
insurance with the option to purchase after 1 year was denied by Mr, Swartz
except he said he would agree to apply the amount of principle to the purchase
but not that of the interest. The interest would be 6% with the $135.00
applying to both interest and principle.

Mr. Madden asked if he would sell on contract. Mr. Hart said that we would
then have bids and architect fees to consider. Mrs. Howe said that by
paying for one year of rent in advance we would save meney. Mr. Hart said
that air conditioning is included for $16,000. Mr. Burnett added that the
location is the original lot, on Cambridge Drive.

The Properties Committee met and distributed forms to the various insurance
agents in order that they might submit bids on the property at Main and Evans.
This would be the Public and Institutional Plan to include fire and extended
coverage, also vandalism., The bids must be in by June 16 at 4 PM. The city's
advisory committee will assist us. Mr. Dean Madden asked if there was any
particular reason why Decatur insurance agents only were invited to bid. Mr.
Burnett said that we will accept any proposals that are submitted. Mrs. Howe
sent letters to 54 agents.
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Mr. Burnett asked for a motion giving authorizatiom to sign the checks
to he and Mr, Hart. Mr. Madden made the motion and Mr, Hart seconded it. All
present voted aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Pilcher made the motion that the Citizens National Bank be continued as the
depository for the library funds. Mr. Cheeks seconded it. All present voted
aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Madden made the motion that we have a safety deposit box in the same bank.
Mr. Koslofski seconded it. All present voted aye. Motion carried.

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT =~

Mrs. Howe reported that June 16 and 30 have been set up for 'long range
plans'". The June Board Meeting will be held on the 23rd instead of the 30th.
The Tuesday before the Board Meeting has been set aside for the Properties
Committee to meet. The other committees were encouraged to decide upon their
meeting time, Mrs. Howe reported that the office just finished getting 12,000
flyers ready for the summer reading club. The staff was willing to donate
their time at the Fun Fair but because of the expense of hooking up one of
our regular plugs and because of the fact that we could go only on Friday and
Saturday nights our bookmobile was not takento the Fun Fair. Five people with
the possibility of six will be attending the ALA Conference, July 9-15 and
three people will attend the Pre-Conference. Those attending are: Mrs. Howe,
Miss Stafford, John and Jennylind Boggess, Mrs. Read, and Catherine Yamamoto.
Mrs. Howe reported that we have 65 titles on microfilm. The A. E. Staley Mfg.
Co. took some books, periodicals, etc. off our hands thus giving us more room
downstairs, June 21-23 there will be a University of Chicago Conferemce of
the Graduate Library School. Mr. John Sweetnam is checking the unfinished work
of Longbons and the replacements needed for the Youth Room fire escape door.

A letter has gone to Mr. Merris about the fines ordinance. The Staff Association
is honoring the 9 seniors at an informal punch and cookie party. The change

made on the Bill List was explained by Mrs. Howe. We are now renting Amanda,

a telephone answering machine, to answer the phones when the library is closed.
Our local radio and television stations have given it some publicity but it

is still too soon to tell how it will work out.

A discussion was held with School Board representative, Mr. G. W. Madden and
City Council representative, Mr. Ralph Colburn. They are willing to cooperate
in any way possible. The Library Board will appoint a representative to meet
with the other two boards. Mr. Colburn said the Council was representiag

the taxpayers - taxing the same body of people. They are interested in
getting better use of:

1. Physical properties

2. Professional staff

3. Maintenance staff

4, Combining building use

5. Adapting building ptroperties and designing new buildings.

Flint, Michigan was visited and Mr, Madden reported the results - apparently
ideal cooperation and use of facilities.
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Mr, Burnett thanked both gentlemen for coming and Mr. G. W, Madden said
he felt everyone listened with an open mind.

The following dates were set up for standing committees:

PROPERTIES - Tuesday before Board Meeting at 4 PM,
FINANCIAL - Friday before Board Meeting at 3 PM.
PERSONNEL - 3rd Thursday at 4:30 PM,

POLICIES

3rd Thursday at 4 PM,

Mr. Burnett asked for a motion that the Board Meeting be changed from the
30th of June to the 23rd. Mr, Pilcher made the motion and Mr, Hart seconded
the motion, All present voted aye., Motion ecarried.

Mr. Cheecks made a motion to send 5 delegates to Cleveland for the ALA Conference,
Mrs. Greider seconded the motion, All voted aye, Motion carried,

Mr. Burnett moved to adjourn at 5;55 PM with Mrs., Greider seconding the motion.
All voted aye, Meeting was adjourned,

Respeectfully submitted,

(M b

j/ *Tﬁ*(c.g;,,,
Mary é' Howe,

Secretary.
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

- COMBINED BUDGET AND BILL LIST - MAY 1961 -1~
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Aluminum
Siding .

Bath
Modernizing

Brickwork
Cabinets
Carports
Concrete Work
Decorating
Far~ily Rooms
Farm Repairs
Fire Damages
Formica Tops
Furnaces
Gutters
Garages

Kitchen
Modernizing

New Houses
Painting
Papering
Plastering
Porches

Recreation

oms
Remodeling
Roofing

Wind Repairs

TELEPHONE
877-261]

206 HOLIDAY DR.
DECATUR,HL

HOME BUILDIN‘G AND MODERNIZING

May 25, 1961 4§) f
e
/

Decatur Public Library
457 N. Main Street SN
Decatur, Illinois SIS

ATT: Mary T. Howe ’¢{
Mrs. Nellie McNabb, Chief of N
Extension Division. -

PROPOSAL FOR NORTH END BRANCH LIBRARY

The site is located on Route 51 with

This is 1/4 mile north of

Lot 2 in Windsor Village
3958 N. Cambridge Drive.

1. Location and Lot:
building facing Cambridge Drive.

Mound Road. Legal description is;
First Addition. Street address is;

Plot is 119.2' wide at front;
deep.

122.8' wide at back, 127!

Land is level and easement on North side does not allow
for building purposes but permits a parking lot for 10
cars. Drive and parking lot would have a 6" gravel
base with 2" asphalt.

2. Building Data: Building would be one story on concrete
slab. Forced air gas heat with 6" transite ducts in the floor;
3 ton central air conditioning.

Séood FTJ

Total Building 960 sq. ft Colonlal design - truss
Public services 986 sq. p14 < constructio
Utility room 35 sq. QywkkiumInum—stdtng on stides.

2 rest rooms (total) 25 sq. ft Red brick on front elevation.
Aluminum windows with storm
windows, asphalt or vinyl

asbestos floor.

3. Selling Price of Building and Lot

including paved parking lot $16,000.00

Al

-

S

(1) Q“



Decatur Public Library

4., Swartz Homes Inc. proposes to Lease the building to the
Decatur Public Library for 1 year with option for renewals on
a yearly basis.

Lease fee would be $160.00 per month or $1,920.00 per year
as follows: $135.00 per mo. would apply to principal & interest
20.00 per mo. taxes
5.00 per mo. insurance
$160.00 total per month.

Principal and interest would stay the same; taxes and insurance
would vary as they are raised or lowered.

5. Option to Buy:
The library would have an option to buy the property at
any time. The amount paid on the principal would apply
toward the $16,000.00 purchase price.

6. The library could own the building free and clear at the
end of 131 years. Interest rate is calculated at 631%.

7. Library would install the shelving and fixtures; pay for
the electric, gas, water and mesdiiffgm@fRce costs.

8. The building would be zoned correctly aeaccording to Article V
of the City Zoning. Ordinance, which requires a public building
of this type to be located at least 40 feet from each side and
rear lot lines. It would have a front set back of 30 feet.

9. Work could begin immediately upon acceptance of this proposal.

Completion time -- 2% mont
C {ﬂﬁzﬁwff{mj

Carl E. Swartz.

(0. lLeoger .}‘“ pa "

CES/sd
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ALK S 6 G &
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
o Decatur, Illinois
CIRCULATION STATISTICS MAY 1901

o m

Z R =t ey =g

Adult Youth Juv. Total Y-Date
GENERAL WORKS 7 6 4 0 it PP 4 v S
6 6 33 2% 120 120
PHILOSOPHY 35 3 4 2 3 398 398
* 266 4 1 3 310 310
REL IGIJON 390 1% 1409 s 52 5 52
* 265 10 213 386 386
SEOlE AL SICl EnvE B 935 o 4 709 1738 1738
* 6 03 ERe) S a3 1276 iBYe
LANGUAGE 85 2 36 123 123
* 5 0 12 & % 79 75
SCIENCE 4509 125 1138 122 1782
* 286 126 7 80 21 92 1198
USEFUL ARTS 1495 189 7003 2387 2387
* 79 3 184 5 34 1511 1511
FINE ARTS L1224 1 2% 4 3 4 1785 1788
% 6 37 i 5.6 3 48 e il b |
LITERATURE 876 67 263 1206 1208
* 435 S 4 195 6 8 4 6 8 4
HISTORY 87 3 174 366 4 4 85 14153
* 46 2 120 28 2 8 6 4 8 6 4
TRAVEL 558 26 402 986 o 86
* 396 73 357 & a6 826
BIlOGRAPHY 671 1909 a18 1688 1688
* 510 218 6 09 13 3% 1 i3 sl
FOREIGN NON F 26 29 55 s s
* 20 6 153 39 39
PERIODICALS 10414 i 103 13591 11893
* 58 3 6 9 56 708 708
PAMPHLETS 104 i 4 3 ite 118
* 6 0 22 2 8 4 8 4
Total Non=Fiction 1 36 1186 Se A 1SS aie 155 39
* 5432 249 a B G g 10537 10537
FI1CT ! oN 7676 3002 5731 164569 16459
* 5536 2048 43 00 11884 11884
FOREIGN F HLCT 8 4 2 s 0 s 0
* 4 2 & 6
JE W 119074 140 %
* 91 40 91 40 gq 470
Total Fiction 768 4 TE 02 166094 275 8.0 27580
* 5540 2048 13442 210 20 210 30
Total Books 168620 4188 =221 11 43119 43119
*1 0972 3242 173553 31567 31567

*Totals May 1960
AN ADULT 8292 %1 255 85 38 85 38
AIN YOUTH 24886 1 g 4465 4965
Wi Gl ©  © AP E T 53853 53063 S 3853
EFE RENCE 6 & 6
TOTE A LEiE G 5638 183092 498 5ug. >
XTENS |ON DEPT 11 3 12 12
1 1277 633 55 78 7 488 7488
2 138 %F 555 S182 6924 6924
WANS BRANCH 1440 477 2133 40 49 4049
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING -
May 26, 1961

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public
Library, 457 North Main, Decatur, Illinois, was called to order at 4 PM by
Mr. Jack Burnett, President, in the Boyd Room of the library.

Board members present: Mr, Jack Burnett, President Mrs. Carolyn Greider
Mr. Francis Hart, Vice Pres. Mr. Dean Madden
Mrs. Harry Moothart Mr. Harold Koslofski
Mrs. Erich Stern Mr. John Cheecks
Mr., David Pilcher Mrs. Mary T. Howe, Secretary

Others present: Miss Esther Larimer, Mrs. Pat Goff, Mrs. Kay Weidner, Mrs. S.
Arisman, Mr. Weimholt, newspaper, Mr. Ralph Colburn, City Council
representative, and Mr. G. W. Madden, Board of Education.

There were no additions or corrections to the April 28 Board Minutes so Mr.
Burnett stated they were approved as received by mail.

Mr. Pilcher moved that the bills be approved for payment. Mr. Madden seconded
the motion. All present voted aye. Motion carried. Approved for payment:

Staff Salaries - $ 15,188,17

Janitor's Salaries- 458.92
Total Salaries $ 15,644.09
Operating Expenses 5,155.65
GRAND TOTAL $ 20,799.74

Mr. Hart reported that the Finance Committee met with Mr. Carl Swartz Tuesday
afternoon. This meeting stemmed from the offer from Mr. Swartz to make
available to the library, on a rental basis, the possibility of a branch
library. The location of the lot was considered., Mr. Hart read the specifi-
cations for the library. Mr. Hart said that Mr. Cheeks is interested in a
branch of permanent construction such as brick or stone and the additional
cost would be $750 for brick and $1,000 for Indiana Limestone. Our offer of
rental of 1% of the selling price per month with deduction of taxes and
insurance with the option to purchase after 1 year was denied by Mr. Swartz
except he said he would agree to apply the amount of principle to the purchase
but not that of the interest. The interest would be 6% with the $135.00
applying to both interest and principle.

Mr. Madden asked if he would sell on contract. Mr. Hart said that we would
then have bids and architect fees to consider. Mrs. Howe said that by
paying for one year of rent in advance we would save mecney. Mr, Hart said
that air conditioning is included for $16,000. Mr. Burnett added that the
location is the original lot, on Cambridge Drive.

The Properties Committee met and distributed forms to the various insurance
agents in order that they might submit bids on the property at Main and Evans.
This would be the Public and Institutional Plan to include fire and extended
coverage, also vandalism., The bids must be in by Junc 16 at 4 PM. The city's
advisory committee will assist us. Mr. Dean Madden asked if there was any
particular reason why Decatur insurance agents only were invited to bid. Mr.
Burnett said that we will accept any proposals that are submitted. Mrs. Howe
sent letters to 54 agents.



Minutes for June 28, 1961 -2=

The conversion burner is a Lennox., Mr, Hart said the committee recommended™
the bid from King~Lar be accepted and he made the motion. Mr. Koslofski
seconded it., All present voted aye. Motion carried.

Mrs, Howe reported that we are getting endorsements on our insurance and
will be receiving some refunds.

Mr. Hart said that Mr,Sweetnam looked at the roof and recommended we do
something about the flashing area immediately. It would cost approximately
$600 for the job., He said we should not go another winter as it is,

Mrs, Howe asked the Board to give authority to the Properties Committee
to take the lowest bid in order to get the job done, even though there will
be no August Board meeting. A proposal was made to run the downspouting
outside so that the walls will not have to be torn down. Mr. Sommers made the
motion to give the Properties Committee the authority to allow Mr., Sweetnam to &
draw up the specifications and take up bids of the work he thinks should be

done, Mr. Koslofski seconded the motion. All present aye. Motion carried,

Mr, Bommers asked if there was any way they could examine the area
which needs this repair. Mr. Hart said, 'yes through the Lincoln Room'.

Mr, Burnett asked if anything had been done about the Fines Ordinance.
Mrs. Howe reported that Mr, Merris still has it under advisement.

It was announced that an Assistant Librarian from Colfax, Washington
has been approved by the Civil Service Commission, He is considering the
~acceptance of this job here in Decatur but could not come before January 1.

Mr. Bodnar has advertised for two Preeprofessionals.

Librarian's Report e

We had a gain in circulation of 18,000 books.. We received a report from
United States Health, Education, and Welfare Dept. on the average cost of
books., 1960e85,24, '58$5.12, '56#4,61, Our average cost of books here was
in line with $5,24 for 1960, The minutes of the Board of Directors 1l&75~-date
have been indexed and will be helpful in referring to previous action.

There will be a Staff Institute at Allerton, Sunday,July 30. It will be
centered on books. Dr, Harold Goldstein from the University of Illinois will
give the keynote address and a panel of conversation by community leaders
will be held in the afternoon.

Then there will be an award to the Division for excellence during the
year, Dinner will be served at 12:30 PM,

Mr. Burnett urged all Board members to attend.

Mrs. Howe reported on ALA, the IBM Seminar, and the Univ, of Chicago
conference.

Mrs. Greider moved the meeting adjourn, The meeting adjourned 5:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe,
Secretary.



Minutes of the Board of Directors' Meeting - May 26, 1961.

Mr. Burnett asked for a motion giving authorizatiom to sign the checks
to he and Mr, Hart. Mr. Madden made the motion and Mr. Hart seconded it. All
present voted aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Pilcher made the motion that the Citizens National Bank be continued as the
depository for the library funds. Mr, Cheeks seconded it. All present voted
aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Madden made the motion that we have a safety deposit box in the same bank.
Mr. Koslofski seconded it. All present voted aye. Motion carried.

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT -

Mrs. Howe reported that June 16 and 30 have been set up for 'long range
plans'. The June Board Meeting will be held on the 23rd instead of the 30th.
The Tuesday before the Board Meeting has been set aside for the Properties
Committee to meet. The other committees were encouraged to decide upon their
meeting time, Mrs. Howe reported that the office just finished getting 12,000
flyers ready for the summer reading club. The staff was willing to donate
their time at the Fun Fair but because of the expense of hooking up one of
our regular plugs and because of the fact that we could go only on Friday and
Saturday nights our bookmobile was not takento the Fun Fair. Five people with
the possibility of six will be attending the ALA Conference, July 9-15 and
three people will attend the Pre-Conference. Those attending are: Mrs. Howe,
Miss Stafford, John and Jennylind Boggess, Mrs. Read, and Catherine Yamamoto.
Mrs. Howe reported that we have 65 titles on microfilm. The A. E. Staley Mfg.
Co. took some books, periodicals, etc., off our hands thus giving us more room
downstairs. June 21-23 there will be a University of Chicago Conferemce of
the Graduate Library School. Mr. John Sweetnam is checking the unfinished work
of Longbons and the replacements needed for the Youth Room fire escape door.

A letter has gone to Mr. Merris about the fines ordinance. The Staff Association
is honoring the 9 seniors at an informal punch and cookie party. The change

made on the Bill List was explained by Mrs. Howe., We are now renting Amanda,

a telephone answering machine, to answer the phones when the library is closed.
Our local radio and television stations have given it some publicity but it

is still too soon to tell how it will work out.

A discussion was held with School Board representative, Mr. G. W. Madden and
City Council representative, Mr. Ralph Colburn. They are willing to cooperate
in any way possible. The Library Board will appoint a representative to meet
with the other two boards. Mr. Colburn said the Council was representiag

the taxpayers - taxing the same body of people. They are interested in
getting better use of:

1 Physxcal properties

2. Professional staff

3. Maintenance staff

4. Combining building use

5. Adapting building ptoperties and designing new buildings.

Flint, Michigan was visited and Mr. Madden reported the results - apparently
ideal cooperation and use of facilities.



Minutes of the Board of Directors' Meeting - May 26, 1961.

Mr. Burnett thanked both gentlemen for coming and Mr. G. W, Madden said
he felt everyone listened with an open mind.

The following dates were set up for standing committees:

PROPERTIES - Tuesday before Board Meeting at 4 PM.
FINANCIAL - Friday before Board Meeting at 3 PM.
PERSONNEL - 3rd Thursday at 4:30 PM,

POLICIES - 3rd Thursday at 4 PM,

Mr. Burnett asked for a motion that the Board Meeting be changed from the
30th of June to the 23rd. Mr. Pilcher made the motion and Mr. Hart seconded
the motion. All present voted aye., Motion carried.

Mr. Cheeks made a motion to send 5 delegates to Cleveland for the ALA Conference.
Mrs. Greider seconded the motion, All voted aye. Motion carried,

Mr. Burnett moved to adjourn at 5:55 PM with Mrs., Greider seconding the motion.
All voted aye. Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe,
Secretary.



