Rgular Meeting of the Library Board
December 28, 1934

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Borchers, Knuth,
Mrs. Vincent, Mrs., Evans, Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Garman. In the
absence oflVlMr.iAllen, tMr, 8hilling acted as chairman and signed
the checks,

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Thé librarian's report was read, on motion approved
and ordered placed on file.

The request made through the local division of the
National Recreation Assofiation asking the library to cooperate
with the schools in furnishing a ® branch library to residents
in the east part of the city was discussed and laid over, as
there are not sufficient funds to carry this out at present.
The East End branch was closed three years ago becausé of re-
duced appropriation.

Three library bills to be introduced into the next
regular session of legislature were read: 1l.- Emergency book
fund of $610,000 to build up book collections drastically de-
pleted the last few years. 23.- Fund of $1,000,000.for the. =
coming biennium to provide books and library service for ap-
proximately 2,000,000 people in the state now without them.
3.~ A state certification law for librarians. On motion,
these bills wére indorsed and a letter was to be written to
each of our three representatives.

Drawings made by S. A. Clausen from blue prints of
the floor plans of the Main library and Evans branch, were shown,
The are to used in a book on Illinois public libraries which is

5
to be issued:%he Extension Division of the Illinois State Library.
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The high standing accorded the library in the series
of articles in the Review, by James Rourke on taxing bodies in
Macon county was mentioned and a portion of the article read.

He said the Decatur Public Libra:y has one of the best efficiency
fatings in the entire state.

Mention was made of the serious illness of James
Adams, head janitor, and that a-part time helper would be needed.

No list of new books was presented.

Bills to the amount of $2,365.18 were approved by
the Finance committee and ordered paid.

On motion, adjourned.

Secretary.




Librarian's Report for November, 1934

.Total vols. 31 October 1934
New books added by purchase
New books added by gift

Books replaced
Total additions

Total vols, 30 November 1934

Cards in force 31 Oct.

Borrowers registered

134

Borrowers cards cancelled
Cards in force 30 Nov.'34

Main Lib,

Adult
Books issued 18151

Child
5854

Average daily circ., at Main L

Largest " ik
Smallest " S

Overdue notices sent - - - - = — = = = - - = - - = - = &0 - - - - - = =
.Reserve postals sent - - - = = = = — = = - - - - - 4 - - - - - - - - =
' Pictures %daned - - - - = = = = = = — - - - - - - 4 - - - = - - - - =~

Books sent to bindery

Books repaired in library

Total wols.31l Oct.'34
New books added:

General works
Philosophy

Religion

Sociology

Science

Useful arts

Fine arts

Literature

History

Travel

Biography

Fiction

Total added

Rental coll.- ©
Total vols,.30 Nov.'34

it

Book Account

Adult
51636
131

3

5

136
51772

Registration

Main Lib,

Adult
13708
339
378
13669

Child
47886
147
170
4763

Circulation

Evans br.

Adult
2457

ib.-
"

Child

2585

Juvenile
14707
52

0
1

53
14760

Evans br.

Adult
1050
28

32
1046

Schools
4829

At Evans branch-

"

Classified Report
Book Account

Main Lib.

Adult
47294

-
3
1
38
4
16
4
4
8
8
13
&5
125

47419

Child

7805

(S RAV)
OCOVOHOOHMNMMMHEFOOO

7835

Evans
branch
5658

-
OCOVHOMHOOO

Gl
N

5692

E.End
branch
2696

sloleleolelelofolololoele]

2696

U]

Child
1241

Stations

fi

Schools
2890

COO0OO0O0O0OO0OOO0OO0OOOO

)
©
©
o

Total
66343
183

189
66532

Total
20785
563
629
20709

Total
33876
210
288
130
353
161
914

151
2210

Total
66343
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Classified Report

Circulation
Main 1ib. Evans

Adult Child branch Schools Total

General works 32 6 13 o) 51
Philosophy 220 1 9 0 230
Religion 255 29 18 69 371
Sociology 443 549 194 584 1770
Language 19 0 1 0 20
Scieénce 283 380 103 243 1009
Useful arts 534 175 113 118 937
Fine arts 505 156 o7 20 778
Literature 1011 420 165 209 1805
History 580 1686 126 341 1213
Travel 584 235 91 442 1342
Biography 817 109 72 201 999
Fiction 12635 3496 3772 26023 22505
Magazines 231 142 268 0 641
Foreign books 35 0 ; 0 0] 35
Rental coll. 170 0 0 0 170
Total 18151 5854 5042 4829 33876

Finance
Receipts: Expenditures:

Balance on hand 26 Oct.'34- $691.37 SAARTIeE L
Fines, damaged & lost bks.- 143,94 Janitor service —-—————————-

Fees from non-residents———- 16.00 LU B T o e O I e
Rental collection ————————= 17.00 POrI0a IRl —aa L
Reserve postals ————————a— 3.086 Binding Sl e
Amount placed to account -- 23500.00 Supplies ——————ee—____
Repairs & improvements ———-
Light -l
Heat - ——————— .
Telephone ————————ee——

Postage, drayage ———--—-—--—-
Stack room building expense
Ill., Library Conf. expense-
Miscellaneoug ———————eee—o
Toatl receipts - $3371,.27 Total expenditure ———————-
Balance on hand 30 Nov.'34-

Respectfully submitted,

$1546.95
200. 00
280,15
427,55
5.43
149,51
33.58
1.50
47.80
6.95
2.95
45,86
76.12
17.41
$2841,78
$529,51

Librarian.,
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Wednesday, December 26, 1934.

‘Had Circulating Cost of

Less Than Seven Cents
Per Volume in 1932
1933.

This is the 27th of a Series
of articles analyzing the tax-
ing bodies of Macon county
as to their powers, how they
secure public funds and how
they spend them,

By JAMES A. ROURKE

ECATUR'S free public library,
with a circulating cost of less
than seven cents per volume for the
yvear 1932-33, has
one of the high-
est, if not the
best efficiency
rating of any
library in the
state located in
cities with a
population of
50,000 to 110,-
000. Circulating
costs increased
slightly for the
year ending
April 30th, 1934.
In 1925 circulat-
ing costs per
volume was
about 173 cents,

|
|
{

James Rourke
or considerably more than twice
present costs.

These figures do not include such
items as pavement costs or other
capital out-lay, and are based on

actual expenditures, rather than
the tax levy. The library has in-
come from books rented to non-
resident persons, fines, ete. in ad-
dition to revenue from the property
tax.
Circulation.

Circulation, or number of books
loaned, reached a peak of 407,402
for 1931-32 and dropped down to
381,940 last year. Circulation in
1915 was 107,328,

Of the total number of books

Decatur Public Library Has One Of Best
o Efﬁciency Ratings In The Entire State

$40,000

$30

CopPyYrRIGHT 1934 James A ROURKE

1920 1925 1930 1931
CircuLaTioN CosT PER 1000 BOOKS: :
$8896 *12655°17514 $106.48$86.33 $6674 $7077

i

335,000 PAYABLE1935

1932 1933 1934

Free Public Library Taxes

loaned last year, 72 per cent was
fiction, sociology and books on gov-
ernment ranked second, equalling
a little more than 4 per cent of the
total; useful arts 23 per cent, while
books on travel and literature to-
gether accounted for nearly 8 per
cent of the total volume loaned last
year.

Patrons of the library seem to do
most of their reading during the
month of March when books are
loaned at the rate of about 2,000
volumes per day. Circulation drops
down to about half this amount
during the month of June each
year.

Have 66,536 Volumes.

There are 66,536 volumes in the
library at the present time com-
pared with 37,168 in 1915. Patrons
of the library last year numbered
20,929 and have been increasing at
the rate of about 1,000 per year.
About a third of the city’s popula-
tion makes regular use of the
library. A large number of books
are borrowed by school children.

The library board is appointed

by the mayor with the approval of
the city commission and serves
without pay. The city commission
also makes the tax levy which is
limited by law to 12 cents on each
$100 of assessed valuation.

No Report Published.

The library board does not pub-
lish « its annual report as is re-
quired by law, nor are there any
printed copies available for general
distribution.

Total expenditures by the library
for the last fiscal year ending April
30, follows:

Salaries ..... RPTRPARIERY 5 &l B )
Jenitor . uis e s 2410100
Books . s seeeseanes 2946.44
Periodicals ....censnn 539.05
Binding -’50 R 896.03
Supples . FdER . L % 550.48
Heat: 00008 BBl 's s sardl 784.33
Miscellaneous items... 920.08

Totali S e, i $27,028.28

Expenditure at the library has
been reduced about 28 per c¢ent
since 1931.

(Copyright 1934)




