THEATRE 7 PRESENTS

NOISES

By Michael Frayn

October 15-17 & 22-24, 2021

7:30PM /2PM SUNDAY | DECATUR CIVIC CENTER

Brimming with slapstick comedy, a nhaughty backstage
farce, with slamming doors, falling trousers and flying sardines!

IEI Rated R: Strong language, adult situations [ £ ) O




DIRECTOR’S NOTE

“You should direct a show.” After being with Theatre 7 for
25 years, they finally convinced me to direct the chaos that
is Noises Off. As a first-time director, | went in blind. | honestly
had NO idea what the producer did, wardrobe needs, or
what budget constraints were.

When the pandemic hit, Noises Off was postponed not
once, but twice from its original April 2020 performance
date. Half of the cast could no longer do the show after the
18-month hiatus and, for a moment, it seemed as if we
were destined to shelve the show permanently. And yef,
everything has come together as it usually does.

Thank you to those cast members who waited to finally get
this show on stage and to board members who stepped in
to help me navigate the perils of stage production. And to
my wife, Tara who is the Assistant Director of this show and
of me (Hal), you're the Barbosa to my Sparrow; the Chewie
to my Han; the rudder to the ship. You took some of what |
thought were brilliant ideas and correctly said, “No.”

And I'm quite certain that the late,
superbly great Peter Churukian,
who directed me in this show in
1998, is watching somewhere with
his friend Joe Straka and saying,
“It's not $%#&ing bad.”

-Shawn Becker

| am the Han, Shawn is the Chewie! k

- Tara Becker




Noises Off

By Michael Frayn

ACT I 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION
The Fabulous Fox Theatre,
St. Louis. January 14. ACT 1l
15 MINUTE INTERMISSION Decatur C'\./'C Center.
April 6.
ACT || Noises Off is presented by

: special arangement with
Litfle Theatre on the Square, Samuel French, Inc., a Concord

Sullivan. February 13. Theatricals Company.

=

Please be considerate of the actors and fellow ¢,
audience members and silence digital devices.

Audio and/or visual recordings of this production are strictly prohibited,
a violation of the author’s rights, and actionable under copyright law.
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CAST & CREW

Dotty Otley.......o.oni Mary Wilking
Lloyd Dallas...........ccooiii Brad Barding
Garry Lejeune............coooiiiii Evan Miller
Brooke Ashton..................oiiiiiii Katie Ciambella
Poppy Norton-Taylor.........ccceveieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeaeene Emily Steele
Frederick Fellowes..........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceene, James Palagi
Belinda BIair........cccueviniiiiiiiiiiiiic e, Casey Hedenberg
TiIM AIIGOOd.......cniiiii e e Aidan Lee

Selsdon Mowbray.......ccceeviieiiieiiiiiieieeenenn, Zachary Hammon

Understudy (Selsdon)........cccoeeiiiiiiiiniiininiinnennn. Josh Hammon

Director..... ... Shawn Becker
Assistant Director/Stage Manager............................ Tara Becker

SetDesign.......ccooviiiii Scott Magruder
Producers...........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, Emily Steele, Kathy Zientara
Costume Coordinator.................c.ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiin. Dina Fryman
PrOPS. ..o Lesa Andrich, Penny Williams
Sel DresSer.....coviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiereeeceree e Tanya Haubner
Set Construction................ Joe Beggin, Doug Fryman, Steve Trout
House Manager............ccoiiiiiiiiiii e Cynthia Hinkle

Stage Crew............... David Gilpin, Kathy Zientara, Doug Fryman,
................................... Shawn Becker, Steve Trout, Taner Eiswald,
.................................................................. Guinevere Gephart

Volunteer with us!

(G
@ﬁee ACT | SEW | BUILD | DIRECT
Onne(tlon Talk to an usher, email

dectheatre7@gmail.com,
Coffee Connection is a proud or find us on Facebook

supporter of to get involved! r
Theater 7 8




THE STORY

Called “the funniest farce ever written,” Noises Off presents
a manic menagerie of itinerant actors rehearsing a flop
called Nothing's On. Doors slamming, on and offstage
intfrigue, and an errant sardine all figure in the ploft of this
hilarious and classically comic play.

This fast-paced comedic farce involves misunderstandings,
mistaken identities, and some third thing that also starts
with an M — mayhem? Presented in three acts, it follows a
motley cast of actors and crew and their attempts to put
on the play within the play.

THEATRE 7 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, Tanya Haubner; Vice President, Diane Boswell;
Treasurer, Kelley Mosley; Secretary, Abby Martin;
Building Manager, Scott Magruder; Marketing, Morgen Mosely

ABOUT THE SET

I've had a great time designing and building this challeng-
ing set. | started working on it in 2020 just before the pan-
demic stopped everything and resumed this August. | am
so happy to have had the chance to complete it — finally!

This set is unique in that it is one large and heavy piece that
turns 180° between each act. With eight doors and a
second floor, it has been quite a challenge. | hope you'll
stick around during the intermissions to see it (slowly) turn.

Thanks to Doug Fryman, Steve Trout, Joe Beggin, and the
painting crew for their invaluable help. Thank you so much
for coming to see our play and enjoy the show!

- Scotft Magruder, Set Designer



Brad Barding — Brad has been performing on
stage since 1990 and is thrilled to be returning to
the Theatre 7 family! His notable roles include:
Jesus Christ Superstar (Judas), Guys and Dolls
(Sky Masterson), Shrek the Musical (Shrek),
Spamalot (King Arthur), Jekyll & Hyde (Dr. Jekyll
& Mr. Hyde), Into the Woods (Baker), The Little
Mermaid (King Triton) and most recently Little
Shop of Horrors (Audrey ll). Enjoy your sides
splitting from this one, folks!

Katie Ciambella — Katie has been onstage
since childhood. She has also spent many years
backstage doing lighting and sound at the De-
catur Civic Center. After years doing lights for
various Theatre 7 shows, this will be her first on-
stage performance with them. She has always
done musicals and this is my first play. She fell in
love with the show and had to give it a try!

Casey Hedenberg — Noises Off is Casey’s
debut with Theatre 7. Her most recent roles
were with Decatur Underground Theater in All
Shook Up (Mayor Matilda Hyde) and Into the
Woods (Granny). She can also be spotted in
parades as a member of the Heroes of Legend
Cosplay group. Casey is an alumni of University
of lllinois-Urbana and Millikin University. When
not performing, she enjoys spoiling her niece
and nephew, playing with her dog, singing and
watching the St. Louis Cardinals.

Did you like the performance?

Let us know by email or leave a review on Google or Facebook! We
appreciate your thoughts or any suggestions for future productions.

131 N. Water $t., Decatur, IL 62523 | (217) 362-2008
dectheatre7Z@gmail.com | www.theatre7.org | Facebook.com/theatre7



Zachary Hammon — Having started theatre with
a lot of small roles, this is the largest role Zach has
ever had and he is excited to display all that he
has learned so far.

Josh Hammon (understudy) — [Unabridged]
Born in 1876, this humble farmer entered the
world to the bright rays of sun cast in the early
morning of Mobile, Ala. A simple man, Josh loves
nature and spends most of his fime outdoors
farming brussel sprouts. This pastoral lifestyle
lends itself to his continuing efforts to understudy
his brother, Zachary, in this play. As he yearns for
the verdant fields of his home, he remembers
the phrase, “The show must go on!”

Aidan Lee — Aidan is a student at Millikin
University pursuing a degree in Theatre and
Communication. Aidan was last seen in
Theatre 7's productions of Lucky Stiff and
Young Frankenstein. He has also performed in
several high school productions including The
Lion King (Scar), and The Music Man (Mayor
Shin). He is thrilled to be back on stage.

Evan Miller — Evan is thrilled to be back with
Theatre 7 doing live shows again. A graduate
of Eastern lllinois University, Evan currently works
as a loan officer. He has been seen in Theatre
7's productions of Avenue Q and Farce of
Nature as well as 9 to 5 at EIU. Evan would like
to thank his family and friends for always
supporting him and encouraging him to do
what he loves.

PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR PROGRAM

Help us keep our costs down by leaving your program
at your seat or with an usher after the performance.



James Palagi — You may remember James
from Theatre 7's performances of Mugsy Sent Me
or Lucky Stiff. Previously, James was involved in
many productions over his 17 years in communi-
ty theatre in Rantoul, IL, Lincoln, NE, and the
Quad Cities, including as Selsdon in Noises Off in
Muscatine, |A. It has been an interesting few
years and James is happy that everyone has
joined us to enjoy some live theatre!

Emily Steele — This is Emily’s eighth show

with Theatre 7, previously appearing in Young
Frankenstein (Frau Blucher), Clue: The Musical
(Mrs. White), and The Great American Trailer
Park Musical (Lin). She has also filled many
backstage roles and on the board of directors.
Emily is so grateful to be back on stage and
joined by an audience to once again laugh
together through the shared joy of live theatre.

Mary Wilking — As the burglar in this show
would say, "I am trying to adjust to retirement.”
Thank goodness for the theatre. Very rarely in
life do you have the opportunity for a “do
over.” Mary has been blessed to be able to
play the role of Dotty a second time. She
thanks the director Shawn for believing, not just
in her, but also the show!

__'y_ Seakig Justicn First Presbyterian Church

Spreading Kindness ..

Embracing Inclusion 204 West Prairie Avenue
6 b Decatur, lllinois 62523

First Presbyterian Church

217-429-4195

Sunday Worship Kl firstoresdecatur.org
8:45 a.m. NewSong Service
9:45 a.m. Christian Education Taizé Contemplative Service
11 a.m. Sanctuary Service Ist Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

Ist Sunday "One Table" Service 11 a.m. September-May



ABOUT THEATRE 7

Theatre 7 is a 501 (c)3 non-profit, volunteer-run organization,
dedicated to fostering the theater arts in the Decatur area.
Every season, the cast and crew made up entirely of
volunteers produce three mainstage productions as well as
several dinner theaters.

Get Involved: We need actors, builders, musicians, graphic
designers, and more! Learn more by attending our
membership meeting on the second Monday of the month
at 7 pm at 131 N. Water St., Decatur. Or, contact us at
dectheatre7@gmail.com or (217) 362-2008.

Become a Patron! Ticket sales do

not cover produc.ﬁon costs or Wwﬂ @mZ-/
upkeep of our aging downtown

headquarters. Support Theatre 7

by becoming a patron, 3 TIC KETS
purchasing a program ad, $35!
making a charitable donation,

Season passes available

being a corporate sponsor, or until October 31 at
hosting a dinner theatre. s

COMING SOON

Every Christmas Story Ever Told Dinner Theatre
6pm December 2 & 3 | The Wagon, Decatur.
Tickets available November 1. Call (217) 362-2008.

OPEN AUDITIONS: Nana’s Naughty Knickers

6-8pm November 8 & 9 Cast: 5 men, 5 women / Show: Feb. 2021
Theatre 7, 131 N. Water St. Questions? davidegilpin@yahoo.com




OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you to our generous patrons! Theatre 7 is a 501(c)3
non-profit. Patronages are tax deductible. Recently purchased
pafronages may not be listed fo accommodate the print deadline.

Corporate Sponsors

Duane Avis
WAND TV Ritchie and Sandy Barneft
Peerless Cleaning & Restoration Patty Barr
Jack Albert Plumbing Mac and Sharon Butler
John and Beth Couter
Director - $500

Bob and Nina Emmons

Barbara and John Dunn Don and Martha Floyd

Alaon and Beth Frigy

Dennis and Sharon Heinz
Doug and Dina Fryman Teresa Hunt
Cheryl Laskowski
Stage Manager - $250 Everett and Shirley Kuhn
Barb and Marty Hipple Jan and Craig Mandernach
Ernie and Julie Marsh Julie & Ernie Marsh
Laura and Matt Philips Linda Ostrander
Mark and Kathy Sorensen Alan Mills Scheider
Alice Wiedrich Betsy Tietz
Doug Williams
Actor - $150 Al and Judy Weidlich
Scott and Nancy Sullivan Kathy Zientara
Abib and Klyn Tashakkor
Friend - $50
Patron - $100 Doug and Susan Bishop
Connie and Mike Albert Carol Huss

.THE GIN MILL

124 E. PRAIRIE AVE DECATUR  217.330.8073

Ranked No. 1 for, Fine Dining by Readers, Choice 2019



Larry and Delia Larkins
Bob and Jo Miller
Robert Miller
Bruce Nims
James E Stephens

Season Pass Holders
Timothy and Lynnea Armstrong
Karen Alexander
Denise Baker
Deborah Beckmeier
Marilyn Black
Nancy Boriff
Stan Breslsfoard
Pat Bryant
Anita Burns
Rachel Byers
Kim Christy
Thelma Christy
Betty Collier
Brenda Collier
Pam Connors
Martha Crookshank
Susan Danco
Billy Douglas
Julie Dunmire
Mary Lou Dwyer
Doris Earl
Charyl Ecret
Timothy Entrot

Karen Finch
Kathy Force
Stephen Ford
Janet Frye
Valerie Gebhardt
Melissa Goede
Joy Greive
Tanya Haubner
Karen Hendricks
Ralf and Linda Henkel
Anne Horne
Viki Hubbard
Kerry Hudson
John Hughes
Williom and Linda Hurless
Janet Irish
Norma Jean Jacobs
Barbara Janes
Cheryl Laskowski
Christina Leigh
Sharon Lowry
Janet Lyman
Abby and Kevin Martin
Tom and Angela Michael
Delia Miller
Rocheller Mooth
Charles Mundy
Jennifer Neall
Kay and Bruce Nims
Pauline O'Dell

7 STEAL THE SHOW WITH LLCU &

JTO LOANS | VISA® CREDIT CARD
EE CHECKING | COMMERCIAL LOAI

MORTGAGES | 30k FREE ATM’S

(ﬂ' ardlincsln

Bank on learning more.

licu.org
844-222-7788

[cun O]



PATRONS

Palagi Family
Nancy Peck
Karl and Janet Pezzelle
Rebecca Rauff
Vivian Reynolds
Dennis Reinhart
Terry Rhodes
Brandy Robinson
Paul and Verlyn Rosenberger
Ron and Bonnie Ruecker
Susan Schleeter
Hannah Shull
Phyllis Smith
Cindy Soebbing
Kim and Jim Sparks
Emily Steele
Deborah Stoss
Patricia Tarallo
Kerstin Trachtenberg
Gary Trickey
Evelyn Tuttle
Barbara Tyler
William Van Alstine
Rene Verry
Debbie Vick
Pam Walker
Shirlene Wilkins
Londa Willenborg
McKenzie Wilkin
Mike Wilkin Jr
Mike Wilkin Sr
Shirlene Wilkin
Penny Williams
Nancy Withrow
John and Joan Zalanka
Patrician Ziegler
The Thursday Night Ladies
AnoNymous

YOUR
DRY
CLEANING
&

LAUNDRY
EXPERTS

Theatre 7 thanks our supporter:

Peerless

CLEANING & RESTORATION
SERVICES




