DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE MEETING

Members present:

Mrs. Stern Mr. Pilcher Mr. Hart
Mr. Sappington Mr. Koslofski

The Properties Committee met Monday, February 22, 1965 for lunch
and discussed the foliowing:

1. South Shores Branch

2. Bookmobile service in relationship to plans for
physical plant.

3. Bring in Mr. Wheeler - for site consultation.

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

Members Present:

Mr. Sappington
Mr. West

The Finance Committee met at noon Wednesday, February 24, 1965 and
discussed the following:

1. Savings Account for building fund.

2. Additional insurance for 4 vehicles -- $29.00, $2,000
payment medical; $167.00 collision.

3. Budget papers are in hands of City Council and
Administration.

4. Gerstenslager bookmobile.,




Committees of the Board of Directors

August, 1964

NAME TERM OF CFFICE TELEPHCI ADDRESS
Beginning Expires
V//Hr. Francis H. Hart, 1959 July 1, 1965 877-2848  ¥(H) 116 Wisconsin Dr.
President 4234402 (3) Caterpillar Tractor
Ext. 338
/ Mr. Warren A. Sappington, 1963 July 1, 1967 423-1966  *#{M) 328 South Westlawn
J Vice=-President 428-€629 (B) Pecord & Sappington
Finance,Ch, ;Properties
V/Mr. Harold Koslofski 1959 July 1, 1965 429-7€51 (d) 1226 E. Division
Properties,Personnel 428-7791  %*(B) Wagner Casting,Ext.74
Mrs. Dwight Nelson 1962 July 1, 1965  422-7232 *(H) 278 South Linden
y/’ Policy, Ch.;Finance
/Mr. David Pilcher 1960 July 1, 1966  423-1303  (H) 326 South Linden
Properties,Ch,;Policy ¥ 423-3451  *(B) Swain & Myers
/ '» .
v/ Mrs. Roger -Pogue 1962 July 1, 1967 428-6588  *(H) 304 Redwood Laue
. Finance, Personmnel
»///Mrs. Joszeph Russell 1963 July 1, 1966 422-5335 *{H) 2815 S. Frarnklin St.Road
Policy, Personnel 423-9769 (Z) Vm. Harris P. Scheol
/x’::s. Erich Stern 1960 July 1, 1966  429-7519  *(ll) 1521 West Sunset
Tersonnel, Ch. ;Properties o
¥ff&r. Pobert Vest 1964 July 1, 1967 423-7053 (1) 605 West Prairie
Finance, Policy 428-0901 {B) Tryco Mfg. Co.

Tinance Committee=-
4 P,M. Viednesday before Board Me

Mr. Sappington, Chairman
M, West

Mrs, Nelson

Mrs. Pogue

4 P M, Third Thursday each month

Mrs, Nelscn, Chairman
Mrs. Russell :

b E’est
Mr. Pilcher

eting

Properties Committee-
4 P,M, Friday before Board Meeting

Mr., Pilcher, Chairman
Mr. Sappington

Mrs. Stern

M», Koslofski

Personnel Commiiten=
4:30 P.M. Third Thursday each month

Mrs. Stern,Chairman
Mrs., Russell

Mzs. Pogue

Mz. Koslofski




DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors is held at 4:00 PM on the
last Friday of each month. No meeting is held during August and December unless
called by the President.

Board Meetings for the Fiscal Year 1964/65 are FRIDAY:

May 29, 1964 November 27, 1964
June 25, 1964 January 29, 1965
July 31, 1964 February 26, 1965
September 25, 1964 March 26, 1965
October 30, 1964 April 30, 1965

The Annual Meeting is held before May 15 each year in order to approve
the Annual Report which is due in the Illinois State Library and the Decatur
City Clerk's Office on or before May 15. Therefore, the Annual Meeting will
be held May 10, 1965.

The Budget Request for the Amnnual Appropriation is due March 1 each year.
Therefore, budget meetings will begin in November and final approval given at
the January Board Meeting or no later than February. The Levy Request is due
July 1 - August ‘1, 1964,

Staff Institute Day is Monday, October 12, 1964. This year it will be
held in the Hott Memorial Center, Monticello,



ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

Organized 1896

Dear Librarian:

You are fortunate. You have a library in your community. More than two million
Illinoisians do not have public library service, and this is one million more than the
number which didn't have it 15 years ago.

It is painfully apparent that library service has not kept pace with the growth of the
state. The Illinois Library Association, which has your interest and the interest of
your library at heart, has designed A Plan for Public Library Development in Illinois
to benefit public library service by providing state aid for libraries.

It may come as somewhat of a surprise to you that Illinois is currently losing more

than $800,000 in federal funds for library service--and the figure will increase as

funds increase--because of its inadequate library laws. This new plan, which has bi-
partisan political support and the support of leading educators and civic leaders, is
designed to correct these shortcomings and to encourage better and more efficient library
service through the organization of local library systems locally operated.

In the recent gubernatorial campaign in Illinois, Governor Otto Kerner called libraries:
"basic to the American educational system," and added that "improved library facilities
are much to be desired."

The Republican candidate, Charles Percy, said: "I have examined A Plan for Public
Library Development in Illinois issued by the Illinois Library Association and support
both the concept of state aid to local libraries and the system approach to the local
library problem.

"But your plan guarantees much more than mere service; it guarantees service of a high
quality while retaining those particular virtues of the local library locally located."

Proposed legislation is to be introduced at the current session of the legislature, and
we hope that you will do your utmost to encourage support for the ILA program by your
state representative and senators. You undoubtedly will want to go on record with them
in an official statement of support on your library letterhead. To help you in preparing
such a statement, we have enclosed a sample regpolution which many libraries throughout
the state are adopting.

In addition, we have enclosed a postal reply card on which you can indicate you are taking
such action. This will provide us with a record of support from libraries which will be
helpful in making presentations before the General Assembly.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Alphonse F. Trezza
Chairman
Library Development Committee

AFT: mm

P.S. We felt you would be interested in knowing of the enclosed letter received recently
from Dr. R. Downs of the University of Illinoig



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LIBRARY
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61803

January 12, 1965

Mr. Alphonse F. Trezza, Chairman
Library Development Committee
Il1linois Library Association

50 East Huron Street

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Mr. Trezza:

It gives me great satisfaction to endorse and to offer my support for the plan for public
library development in Illinois, sponsored by the Illinois Library Association. I hope
that the General Assembly will recognize the great merit and value of this far-reaching
and carefully-worked out program. There is no better way, I am convinced, for the legis-
lature to contribute to the educational progress of all the people of the state than to
provide financial backing for a strong system of public library service.

It is highly regrettable that Illinois is one of the most backward states in the union

in public library development. A number of Southern states are far ahead of us in this
field. According to the most recent statistics I have seen, 115 of the state's 499 public
libraries are open less than 20 hours per week. Also, 155 libraries spend less than $1,000
a year for all purposes. About 2% million Illinois citizens have no public library ser-
vice available to them.

Books and libraries are, and doubtless will continue to be, fundamental in our culture

and civilization. There can scarcely be any argument about the importance of reading in
times like these. The population explosion, so much in the limelight, is matched by the
explosion of knowledge. Americans are expected, as intelligent, responsible citizens, to
know much about the newly emerging nations of Asia and Africa, about the conquest of space,
the issue of the cold war, common world markets, racial problems, the impact of automation,
and many other subjects vital to a democratic government.

The public library has a major educational role. Only the natural inclination to identify
education with the formal school system sometimes leads to the neglect of this, one of our
most basic institutions, serving an independent educational function.

The importance of public libraries is accentuated also by the fact that leisure is more
abundant than ever before. The decline in the length of the work week has made additional
free hours available to people of every social status. The mechnization of housework has
put time at the disposal of more women, and the drop in the retirement age has increased
the number of mature people without occupations. In every part of the country adult-
education and reading courses multiply in response to the hunger for education.

With best wishes for the success of the ILA's efforts in this field,

Sincerely yours,

BNz

R. B. Downs
Dean of Library
Administration
RBD:cg
cc: Dr. White
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Whereas

Whereas

Whereas

Whereas

Whereas

Decatur Public Library, Decatur, Illinois

Resolution

Illinois libraries are currently losing more than
$800,000 in federal funds because of inadequate
library laws, and

More than 2,000,000 Illinois residents are currently
without public library service of any kind, and this
is one million more than were without such service
15 years ago, and

The Illinois Library Association in cooperation with
the Illinois State Library has developed an out-
standing plan for library development in this state
calling--for the first time--for state aid to
libraries, and

The Illinois Library Association Plan for Public
Library Development in Illinois which suggests the
establishment of local systems of libraries locally
operated would engender more efficient and a better
quality of library service than is now possible in
the state, and

striven
The__ Decatur Public Library hasain the past and

continues to strive to provide the best possible
public library service to its community, and

The Library Board of this community, having thoroughly
studied the Illinois Library Association plan,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLV tqgf the

Library Board of 'does hereby record itself
in favor of the Illinois Library Association Plan for
Public Library Development in Illinois, and urges
support of the plan by the citizens of this community.

Approved this //;)-(a day of 2&&%, 1965.

Signed by e secs X/%j'

President

rarian
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