CITY OF DECATUR

COUNTY BUILDING ®© DECATUR, ILLINOIS

COUNCIL MANAGER
GOVERNMENT

August 17, 1959

Mrs. Mary T. Howe
Librarian

Decatur Public Library
J57 North Main Street
Decatur, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Howe:

Enclosed is an excerpt from the City of
Decatur appropriation ordinance for the
fiscal year 1959-1960 showing the amount

appropriated for the Maintenance of Public
Library and Reading Rooms.

Yogrs very tru%f)

C. Eugen Fluss
Cikty Cler

ENCLOSURE

ecy File




PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY

V

PEORIA. ILLINOIS

WILLIAM W BRYAN, LIBRARIAN

August 18, 1959

Mrs. Mary T. Howe, Librarian
Decatur Public Library
Decatur, Illinois

Dear Mrs., Howe:
Enclosed is a copy of the letter to Robert E. McCoy
from Max J. Lipkin, Corporation Counsel, per our conver-

sation over the telephone today.

I hope this is the information you desire.

Sincerely,
e W
s /{:)()“5‘ P (e el W

B. W. Carroll
Business Manager

BWC~-fk

LIBRARY SERVICE SINCE 1855
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February 27, 1957

Mr. Robert E. McCoy, President
Illinois Library Association
Southern Illinois University Library
Carbondale, Illinois

Dear Mr. McCoy:

In response to your letter of February 25, please be
advised that it is my opinion that the City Council performs
a8 ministerial act in adopting the appropriation and tax levy
for library boards and other allied bodies of the city.

This opinion stems from certain provisions of the
Library Act giving certain powers to the board. For example,
the provision that the board shall fix the salaries of the
employees.

While it is true that there is no specific case on the
sub ject, there have been some decisions involving the Board
of Education of the City of Chicago where the court held this
to be the law.

I cannot give you the last citation on this matter be-
cause I seem to have mislaid it but two of the cases on the
subject are Koelling vs. People, 196 I11. 353, and Gray vs.
Board of School Inspectors, 231 Ill, 63.

Yours very truly,

Max J. Lipkin
Corporation Counsel
MJL:af




CITY OF DECATUR

BYRON M. MERRIS 703-4 MILLIKIN BUILDING
CORPORATION COUNSEL DECATUR, ILLINOIS
\ August 19, 1959

Mrs., Mary T. Howe, Librarian
Decatur Public Library

457 North Main Street
Decatur, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Howe:

You have asked me various questions concerning the expenditures
of funds for the Library for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 1959 and
expiring April 30, 1960,

The Decatur Public Library is a department of the City and not
a separate organization of its own. As such it is governed by the same
laws as the Council and other departments of the Citye.

The law requires that the City and not the Library Board levy the
Library tax. Before the City can levy any taxes, including the Library
tax, an appropriation ordinance must be adopted by the Council. The ap-
propriation ordinance sets the limits as to the amount of money that may
be expended. The appropriation ordinance of the City, adopted in the first
quarter of this fiscal year, limits amount of money that can be expended
for any purpose diring the fiscal year e xpiring April 30, 1960.

for Library mirposes

The appropriation ordinance adopted by the Council/for this fiscal
year was $290,000,00. This means that the expenditures of the Library for
such fiscal year may not exceed $290,000,00,

Section 15-2 of Chapter 2l of the Illinois Revised Statutes, Edi-
tion of 1957, provides: Neither the corporate authorities nor any depart-
ment or officer of any municipality shall add to the municipal expenditures
in any fiscal year anything over and above the amount provided for in the
annual appropriation ordinance for that year.

Section 15-3 provides: No contract shall be made by the corporate
authorities, or by any committee or member thereof, and no expense shall be
incurred by any of the officers or departments of any municipality, whether
the object of the expenditure has been ordered by the corporate authorities
or not, unless an appropriation has been previously made concerning that con-
tract or expense. Any contract made, or any expense otherwise incurredy in
violation of the provisions of this section shall be null and void as to the
municipality, and no money belonging thereto shall be paid on account thereofe



CITY OF DECATUR i

BYRON M. MERRIS 7C3-4 MILLIKIN BUILDING
CORPORATION COUNSEL DECATUR, ILLINOIS
Mrs. Mary T. Howe Page Two

August 19, 1959

Under the appropriation ordinance of the City for the present
fiseal year, and the law on the subject, the expenditure of the Library
Board for such fiscal year is $290,000,C0,

Respectfully sutmitted,

Byren M, Merris,
Corporation Counsele

BMMsk11
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

— Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
August 25, 1959

After the film showing of "Impressionable Years', Mr. Madden called the meeting
to order at 4 o'clock. Those present were: Mr. Madden, president, Mrs. Ridgley, Mr.Burnett,
Mrs. Moothart, Mr. Felts, Mrs. Greider, Mr. Koslofski, Mr. Cheeks, Mr. Hart, Mrs. Howe and
Mr. Bushee.

Mr. Madden explained the purpose of the Workshop to give background and history
of the library to the members of the Board. Mrs. Howe showed pictures of the library and
activities through the years. ; i

A photographer from the Herald newspaper took an official board picture at 4:30 PM.

The by-laws of the Library were reviewed

A special election for vice-president was held. This was necessitated by Mrs.
Bailey resigning from the Board. Mr. Felts nominated Mr. Burnett. Mrs. Moothart made a
motion that the nominations be closed and the secretary cast a unenimous ballot for Mr.

Burnett. This was done. Mr. Burnett was declared vice-president.

Appointments for the Committees were made as follows:

Finance Committee Library Advisory Personnel
__ Mr. Burnett, chairman David Felt, chairman Mrs. Ridgley, chairman
Mr. Cheeks Mrs. Moothart Mr. Koslofski
Mr. Hart Mr. Madden Mr. Cheeks

Mrs, Greider

Policy Properties
Mr. Koslofski, chairman Mrs. Moothart, chairman
Mr. Felts Mr. Burnett
Mrg. Ridgley Mr. Hart

Mrs. Greider

The Finance Committee's report was approved by the Board subject to the final
approval of the Committee. Bills presented for payment (August 1959):

Staff Salaries $15,706.00
Janitor's Salaries 1,012.46

$16,718.46 $16,718.46
Operating Expenses 5,650.71
Total Bisbursements $22,369.17
Balance in checking account 45,670.45

Mr. Burnett moved the bills be paid. Mr. Koslofski seconded the motion for the vouchers
for payment.

A tour was made of the Library, <and-the' Evins Branch.

The meeting continued after dinner at the Decatur Club. A discussion was held on
e Blueprint for the Library, the budget, personnel, and legal aspects of the Library's
puosition., It was suggested that Mr. Merris, City Corporation Counsel be asked to meet with
the Board at the September meeting. The members were asked to work on the question: 'What
you think is the purpose of the Library?"

The Librarian told the members of the Board they would receive copies of the



A .

-2- August Board meeting...
following magazines: American Library Association. Bulletin; Illinois Libraries; Saturday
““eview; and the Library Journal.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Howe (Mrs. H.L.)
Librarian

35-9-25-59/mth



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

BILLS PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT

AUGUST 1959

BOOKS: Vou. #
*American Library Association 18832
Ballantine Books, Inc. 18833
Alfred M. Best Company 18834
The British Book Centre, Inc. 18835
The Brookings Institution 18836
Columbia Associates 18837
Davis Coaching School 18838
Doubleday & Company, Inc. 18839
*Drawer Account-Nat.Ind.Conf.Board 18840
The French Book Guild 18841
Gale Research Co. 18842
Lester W. Hanna 18843
Harlem Book Company, Inc. 18844
*T1linois Bell Telephone Co. 18845
Interscience Publishers, Inc. 18846
A. C. McClurg & Co. 18847
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 18848
The Macmillan Company 18849

National Aviation Education Councill&850
National Confectioners' Associationl8851

National Planning Association 18852
New Method Book Bindery, Inc. 18853
The New York Times 18854
W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. 18855
Oxford University Press, Inc. 18856
Prentice~Hall, Inc. 18857
Reinhold Publishing Corporation 18858
The Ronald Press Company 18859
Stechert~-Hafner, Inc. 18860
Taplinger Publishing Co., Inc. 18861
Charles C. Thomas Publisher 18862
Toronto Public Libraries 18863
Charles E. Tuttle Company 18864
Vacation Campgrounds Publishers 18865
D. Von Nostrand Company, Inc. 18866
The Volta Bureau 18867
Ware Bros., Company 18868
West Publishing Co. 16869
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 18870
The H. W. Wilson Company 18871
1,396 Books Purchased
q/EERIODICALS: o
Advertising Age 18872
JAirlift 2 18873
_/American Association of Museums'' 18874
*American Library Association- ;" 188757
+/ Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom
/Arts P und 18876
_/Association of Commerce 18877

/ Book Bulletin,Chicago Public Lib. , 18878

Debit
$ 4,40
.84
25.00
36.76
6.75
3.60
21,00
174.35
10.00
96.90
20.00
9.00
23.85
27.70
11.03
1,190.36
114.62
55.28
3.00
2.92
1.60
1,675.5%
25.00
3.30
38.68
157.71
26.54
12.40
3.50
6.32
8.10
16.05
16.13
6.00
42.90
11.00
5.00
50.00
46.57

__179.00_

3.00
4.50
~10.00
2,00

11.00

35.00-

1.25

Credit

Balance

$ 4,168.70
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BILLS PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT - AUGUST 1959 -2-
PERIODICALS: (Continued) Vou.# Debit Credit Balance
*Drawer Account-Decatur Herald & 18840 $ 3.00
Review
“Joseph A. Huebner |+ 18879 6.50
v Illinois Audubon Society /" 18880 2.00
v National Foremen's Institute .- 18881 7,50 $ 85.75
AUDIO-VISUAL:
Decatur Herald and Review 118882 $ 18.78
*Drawer Account-George F. Cram 18840 11.70 30.48
Company, Inc.
REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE:
A. D. Binder Plumbing & Heating 18883 $ 40.05
King-Lar Company-Evans 18884 25.44 65.49
FURNITURE/EQUIPMENT:
Gaylord Bros., Inc.-3 charging 18885 $150.00
machine rentals
*Springfield Thermo-Fax Sales Co. 18886 673.00
Reader-Printer and Stand 823.00
TELEPHONE :
*Drawer Account 18840 $ .60
*I1linois Bell Telephone Company 18845 185.05 185.65
POISTAGR:
" Books $ 15.87
*Drawer Account 18840 25.81
Periodicals .60
Postmaster, City of Decatur,Ill. 18887 50.00 92.28
BINDING SUPPLIES:
Bro-Dart Industries 18888 $ 8.60 8.60
BUILDING SUPPLIES:
*Black & Company 18889 $§ 6.88
Decatur Paint & Varnish Co. 18890 39.58 46.46
OFFICE SUPPLIES:
The Children's Book Council,Inc. 18891 $ 24.50 -
*Drawer Account-F.W.Woolworth Co. 18840 .88
The Decatur Paper House, Inc. 18892 s T1
*Haines and Essick Company 18893 6.37
Linxweiler Office Supply Co.,Inc. 18894 9.87
*Springfield Thermo-Fax Sales Co. 18886 21.25 72.84
BOOKMOBILE OPERATION:
*Black & Company 18889 11.15
*Drawer Account 18840 2.54

*Haines and Essick Company 18893 5.54 19.23
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BILLS PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT-AUGUST 1959 -3
TRAVEL: Vou.# Debit Credit Balance
*Drawer Account-Mrs. Dorthia Turnbo 18840 § 9.95
First Federal Savings 18895 21.00
Gregory Ford Co. 18896 4,00
Yellow Cab Company 18897 .65 S . 35.60
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
*Drawer Account-Mrs.Dorthia Turnbo 18840 8.86 8.88
MISCELLANEOUS:
Otto Dash Disposal 18898 2.75
*Drawer Account-Macon Co.Fair 18840 5.00 Tl
tickets
Total Operational Expenses $5,650.71
SALARIES:
Staff $ 15,706.00
Janitor 1,012.46 16,718.46
$22!369.17
Balance in checking account after above bills are paid. $45,670.45

PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT

—— — - — — — — — — — o— — o— —
— - o— — — —— o— o— o— —_ —
— e e - - — A - e —— G G G S G G e e S — e o

— - - e e Gmm w— — — — - —— - —— — — ow— — - w— — o— — —

FINANCE COMMITTEE

*The separate amounts under each heading are not necessarily the amounts of the checks.



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur,Illinois

Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting September 18, 1959

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Ridgley, chairman at & o'clock. Those present
were: Mrs., Ridgley, Mr. Madden, Mr. Koslofski, and Mr. Cheeks. Mrs. Howe was present, too.
A lengthy discussion was held on the merits of the Personnel Classification sheets and
the Conditions of Employment with the Position Fact Sheet. During the discussion the matter
of Civil Service was presented. Mr. Madden suggested Mr. Merris be asked for an explan-
ation. At the end of the Policy Committee meeting, a discussion of salaries was held.

The meeting adjourned and joined with Mr. Felts and the members of the Policy Committee.

Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting, September 18, 1959

This meeting was a continuation of the Personnel Committee meeting.

Ho decision was
made on the papers at hand.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary (I. Howe (Mrs. H.L.)
Secretary

Minutes of the Properties Committee meeting, September 21, 1959

Mrs. Moothart, chairman called the properties committee together at 4 o'clock in

ae Board of Director's Room for the purpose of inspecting the Remodeling Work with Mr.

John Sweetnam, architect. Those present were: Mrs. Moothart, Mr. Burnett, Mr. Hart, Mrs.
Howe, and Mr. Sweetnam.

The Committee tourad the building and inspected the work thoroughly. Some suggestions
were. made for refinements and Mr Sweetnam.. noted these . The Commitee agreed to
recommendl the job be accepted as completed and the chesk ..for -

‘ - the amount due to be
held until all of work completed, to the absolute last detail. It was further agreed:

that a waver of lien would not be signed until all work was completed.

The Committee further agreed that the bids for reshelving in Magic Carpet be considered

more carefully at the Board meeting on Friday. The Chicago Seating Co. was to be asked to
submit samples and a detailed schedule of their bid.

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe (Mrs. H.L.)
Secretary



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
Decatur, Illinois

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
August 25, 1959

After the film showing of "Impressionable Years', Mr. Madden called the meeting
to order at 4 o'clock. Those present were: Mr. Madden, president, Mrs. Ridgley, Mr.Burnett,
Mrs. Moothart, Mr. Felts, Mrs. Greider, Mr. Koslofski, Mr. Cheeks, Mr. Hart, Mrs. Howe and
Mr. Bushee.

Mr. Madden explained the purpose of the Workshop to give background and history
of the library to the members of the Board. Mrs. Howe showed pictures of the library and
activities through the years. - '

A photographer from the Herald newspaper took an official board picture at 4:30 PM.

The by-laws of the Library were reviewed.

A special election for vice-president was held. This was necessitated by Mrs.,
Bailey resigning from the Board Mr. Felts nominated Mr. Burnett. Mrs. Moothart made a
motion that the nominations be closed and the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for Mr.

Burnett., This was done. Mr. Burnett was declared vice-president.

Appointments for the Committees were made as follows:

Finance Committee Library Advisory Personnel
__ Mr. Burnett, chairman David Felt, chairman Mrs. Ridgley, chairman
Mr, Cheeks Mrs. Moothart Mr. Koslofski
Mr. Hart Mr. Madden Mr. Cheeks

Mrs, Greider

Policy Properties
Mr. Koslofski, chairman Mrs. Moothart, chairman
Mr. Felts Mr. Burnett
Mrg. Ridgley Mr. Hart

Mrs., Greider

The Fimance Committee's report was approved by the Board subject to the final
approval of the Committee. Bills presented for payment (August 1959):

Staff Salaries $15,706.00
Janitor's Salaries 1,012.46

$16,718.46 $16,718.46
Operating Expenses 5,650.71
Total Bisbursements $22,369.17
Balance in checking account 45,670.45

Mr. Burnett moved the bills be paid. Mr. Koslofski seconded the motion for the vouchers
for payment.

A tour was made of the Library, <and-the' EvAns Branch.

The meeting continued after dinner at the Decatur Club. A discussion was held on
Yhe Blueprint for the Library, the budget, personnel, and legal aspects of the Library's
~0sition. It was suggested that Mr., Merris, City Corporation Counsel be asked to meet with
the Board at the September meeting. The members were asked to work on the question: ''What
you think is the purpose of the Library?"

The Librarian told the members of the Board they would receive copies of the
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following magazines: American Library Association. Bulletin; Illinois Libraries; Saturday
“sview; and the Library Journal.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Mary T. Howe (Mrs. H.L.)
Librarian
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